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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS-DOWNTOWN EDITION 

INCLUDING DUMBO 


POWER LIES 


It turns out state was wrong — A'Yards 
will tax electric service, raising rates 



On your guard 

Members of the 84th New York Infantry (aka 14th Brooklyn, wearing red) and the 
67th New York Infantry (wearing blue) line up in formation as they prepare to fire their 
weapons at Green-Wood Cemetery on Monday. For story and photos, see page 5. 


THE FULL MARTY 

• FREE CRUISE UPDATE 

• CB6 PURGE UPDATE 

• NEW GOV. ISLAND FERRY 

• HONORS 'MAD' MAG FOUNDER 

SEE PAGE 16 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

When your electric bill goes up, 
put some of the blame on Atlantic 
Yards, Con Edison officials said 
last week. 

The utility’s assessment, given at 
an Assembly hearing in Albany on 
May 23, apparently contradicts as- 
surances by Atlantic Yards support- 
ers in the state government who last 
year insisted that Bruce Ratner’s 
mega-development would have only 
an “insignificant” impact on the en- 
ergy grid. 

Con Ed officials testified that they 
needed a 17-percent rate hike to 
boost an energy infrastructure that 
will be strained by developments 
like those planned at Atlantic Yards 
and the West Side railyards. 

Company spokesman Chris Olert 
later sought to soften his bosses’ 
statements, asserting that the At- 
lantic Yards and West Side railyards 
are “just one megapixel in the giant 
diorama of city projects.” 

“Look at the projects in Brooklyn 
alone, like the new passenger ship 
terminal, the expansion of Steiner 
Studios in the Navy Yard,” said Ol- 
ert. “The city’s in the midst of a 
boom.” 

That did little to mollify Atlantic 
Yards opponents, who saw the com- 
pany’s very public admission as yet 
one more strike against the Empire 
State Development Corporation, the 
state agency that concluded in No- 
vember that Atlantic Yards’ “increas- 
es in [energy] demand would be in- 
significant. 

Opponents have long argued that 
the ESDC’s “environmental impact 
statement” looked at the eight-million- 
square-foot Atlantic Yards project in a 
vacuum without fully considering the 
impact of the tens of millions of addi- 
tional square feet of residential, com- 
mercial, retail and office space being 
built or slated to be built in the imme- 
See LIES on page 16 



Three parking agents patrol Montague Street in Brooklyn Heights — the city's most-ticketed neighborhood. 


SHOW OF FORCE 


B'Heights a cash cow for traffic agents, city 


By Melissa Saks 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Illegal parkers in Brooklyn Heights 
mean big money for city coffers. 

Through May 27, the 84th Precinct was 
credited with a whopping 20,210 sum- 
monses — a 6.2-percent increase from the 
same time last year. 

Parking ticket fines range from $35 to 
$180 each. 

“That’s life in the city,” Doug Biviano, a 
neighborhood resident for seven years, said 


as traffic enforcement officers fanned out 
across Montague Street the other day. “My 
car has been towed three times!” 

There are many theories as to why 84th 
Precinct cops and traffic agents — who 
cover Brooklyn Heights, Boemm Hill, 
DUMBO and Downtown — write so 
many parking tickets. 

Some believe it’s all about the Ben- 
jamins. 

“They know the people in this neighbor- 
hood will pay the tickets!” said one Brook- 
lyn Heights man who requested anonymity 


for fear of getting a parking ticket. “No one 
in Brooklyn Heights says anything.” 

Others blame the NYPD’s supposed 
“quota system,” which requires officers to 
write a certain number of tickets or be rep- 
rimanded. 

“It mns in spurts because of the quota 
system,” said Fort Greene resident Neville 
Pinnock, who has worked in Brooklyn 
Heights for more than 40 years. “They be- 
come more diligent when they are trying to 
meet their quota.” 

The NYPD denied that there is any pres- 
sure on officers to write tickets — except 
when they see a parking violation, of course. 

“The NYPD has no quotas,” said Detec- 
tive Brian Sessa, a police spokesman. 

And there certainly are plenty of viola- 

A 2006 study found that there are almost 
twice as many cars circling around Brooklyn 
Heights as there are spaces at any given time. 

One reason for all the circling is the sup- 
posed abuse of government-issued parking 
permits, which allow the possessor to take 
See TICKETS on page 16 


How many tickets is 20,210? 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The 84th Precinct has handed out more than 20,000 parking tickets so far this 
year. Here’s a few ways of putting that into perspective: 

• It’s more than all of the tickets given out in Staten Island this year. 

• If lined up end to end, they would stretch to almost two miles (1.9 miles) 

• It’s 5,010 more tickets than were handed out in Lower Manhattan during the 

same period. — Melissa Saks 


Williamsburg man's strand nips the competition 


By Harry Cheadle 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s official! No one in the 
world has a longer nipple hair 
than Doug Williams. 

Last Saturday, Williams had 
his celebrated chest hair meas- 
ured at a barbeque in his Wil- 
liamsburg backyard, complete 
with a grill, a keg, and even a 
DJ. A group of photographers 
and a videographer were also on 
hand, clustered around Williams 
to get the best shot of the aston- 
ishing strand. 

The barbeque was the culmi- 
nation of Williams’s quest to get 
the hair into the Guinness Book 
of World Records. He says he 
didn’t set out to break the covet- 
ed record, it just happened. 

One morning, Williams was 
“taking stock” of his nipple hair 
and noticed one was “really 


long.” Curious to see what the 
record was, he looked it up and 
found out it was only four and a 
half inches, considerably shorter 
than the hair sprouting from his 
own vestigal mammary gland. 

Those close to Williams 
thought it was, well, a littie odd. 

“Initially, I was a little bit sur- 
prised,” said girlfriend Malika 
Crutchfield. “But after checking 
out the hair, I realized he had a 
shot at the record. I’m thrilled.” 

The record-breaker himself re- 
mained low-key. “It’s a genetic 
thing,” he said with a shrug, as re- 
porters hounded him with more 
questions than the beat writers 
who follow around Barry Bonds. 

Measuring duties fell to Dr. 
Sagat Verma, who bent over 
Williams and carefully extended 
the strand, holding it against a 
tape measure. Appraising nipple 
growths isn’t Verma’s specialty; 


by day, he’s an internal medi- 
cine specialist at Wyckoff Med- 
ical Center in Bushwick. 

It might seem excessive to 
bring in a medical doctor for a 
single hair, but the Guinness 
Book requires that the measurer 
is a licensed doctor with “stand- 
ing in the community.” And that’s 
just one of many complex regula- 
tions imposed on the record- 
breaking event. Williams filled 
out pages of paperwork, the hair 
had to be measured three times 
and photographed, and it had to 
be wet during the process. 

To meet this last require- 
ment, Crutchfield squirted bot- 
tled water on Williams’s bare 
chest from a couple feet away. 

“That’s good,” he said, but 
she gave it a couple extra 
squirts, just to be sure. 

Then Dr. Verma measured 
the hair while the DJ stopped 



Hair apparent: A doctor measures Doug Williams's nipple hair while a film crew documents 
the historic event. The hair measured 5.078 inches, breaking the Guinness Book record. 


the music for dramatic effect, 
announcing “the world’s largest 
nipple hair!” 

“How many inches?” some- 
body asked before a hush came 
over the crowd. 

The official length came out 
to 129 millimeters — the Guin- 
ness Book uses the Euro-centric 
metric system — or a little 
longer than five inches, demol- 
ishing the previous record of 115 
millimeters. 

That once-illustrious mark 
was held by Simon Mould, the 
pride of the United Kingdom. 

Trouncing Mould at his own 
game was fun, but Williams told 
The Brooklyn Paper last week 
that jealousy was not why he got 
into the nipple-hair game. 

“I am not attempting this 
record for the money,” he said 
before his quest. “It is enough 
for me to know that I can inspire 


an entire generation of young 
people, mostly boys, to grow 
long body hairs and achieve 
their own dreams.” 

Afterwards, Williams posed 
proudly. 

“This is more or less the 
most attention my nipple has 
ever received,” he noted. 

Once the paperwork goes 
through, Williams will be immor- 
talized. But he hasn’t lost his 
sense of self, advising would-be 
nipple-hair champions to “just 
follow your dreams, whether it’s 
to grow long nipple hair or some- 
thing equally as important.” 

But Williams is not one to 
rest on his laurels. He’s got big- 
ger follicles to fry. 

“Hopefully I’ll discover a 
very long hair somewhere else 
on my body,” he said. 

A true champion, it seems, is 
never satisfied. 


Circus is 
coming to 
Coney Isl. 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Coney Island is not dead yet, apparently. 

The carnival community will come alive for at least 
a few more days this summer, thanks to 13 perform- 
ances by the Cole Bros. Circus, starting on July 30. 

Thor Equities, Coney Island’s biggest landlord, 
announced the news this week, sparking unusual en- 
thusiasm among the sideshow set, many of whom 
oppose Thor’s $2-billion plan to transform the seedy 
neighborhood into a Vegas-style playground. 

“Hey, it is a step in the right direction,” said a 
man calling himself New York Dave on the Coney- 
Island.com message board. “Better than vacant lots, 
anyway. I just hope they budget for prompt elephant 
s— t removal.” 

It’s an unusually popular move for Thor, which 
owns most of the entertainment district and which has 
created enemies with its planned closure of Astroland, 
its auctioning off of the Astrotower, and its ousting of 
camies from the old Henderson’s Dance Hall. 

In addition, the area where Thor hopes to build its 
amusement and condo Xanadu has been largely 
See CIRCUS on page 6 



Paper goes Hollywood 

Robert O'Gorman plays the editor of the fictional version of The Brooklyn Paper in the hot 
indie film, "The Unidentified," which filmed key scenes last weekend in the DUMBO of- 
fices of the real Brooklyn Paper. The actual editor of The Brooklyn Paper, hardly a matinee 
idol, said he was pleased by the casting. 


Boo-liani in Ridge 

Protestors rally against Rudy 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Republican frontrunner Rudy Giuliani got a hero’s 
welcome inside a Bay Ridge catering hall this week 
— but outside, the man running for president as 
“America’s Mayor” got Swift-boated. 

About four dozen protesters, mostly relatives of 
World Trade Center victims and firefighters who typi- 
cally form Giuliani’s amen comer, showed up outside 
the Bay Ridge Manor on 76th Street near Fifth Avenue 
to pick apart the central piece of the former mayor’s 
legacy: his handling of the 9-11 terror attack. 

“The mayor has blood on his hands,” said Rosaline 
Tallon, whose brother, Matthew Tallon, died at Ground 
Zero. “He wants to walk into that reception as the hero 
of 9-11, but we want to remind the public of who this 

Tallon and others said the mayor was responsible for 
the faulty radios used by firefighters that day. And they 
also said his leadership was anything but inspiring in the 
aftermath. 

“My brother died because of the antiquated equip- 
ment this man bought — and people need to know the 
truth,” Tallon said. 

The Giuliani campaign expected to take heat from 
the right on social issues, but now finds itself in the un- 
See GIULIANI on page 1 6 



Protesters — including civil liberties lawyer Norman 
Siegel (right) — gathered in front of the Bay Ridge 
Manor to protest a Rudy Giuliani fundraiser. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN ] 


3 Days of Singing, Dancing, Music, Crafts, 
Jewelry, Food, Birds of Prey & More . . . 
by Native American artists from across the Americas 



JUNE 8 th , 9 th & lO™ 

Floyd Bennet 


GRAND ENTRY OF DANCERS 
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Can’t miss these 
signs in Heights 

A n endearing quality of living in 
Brooklyn Heights is the fact that 
despite all of the 21st-century 
means of communication we have at 
our disposal, one way of “getting the 
word out” is still the old fashioned 
sign, posted on trees, windshields, 
doors and storefronts. 

So how do Heights folks use the 
medium of Martin Luther, the Five 
Man Electrical Band and New York 
Mets’ superfan, the “Sign Guy”? 

For years the city threw down a 
challenge to tourists and locals: go 
ahead try to find the entrance to the 
Brooklyn Bridge footpath. While 
we’ll never know the emotional toll borne by many foreign 
tourists in their futile attempts to find their way over the Great 
Bridge, we do know that one Heights resident rode to their res- 
cue — with signs. 

As revealed by The Brooklyn Paper in January, Roslyn Beck 
began posting her homemade placards to be “helpful.” And her 
signs were the cleanest, clearest way of directing pedestrians to 
the bridge entrance. 

That Beck made the effort to post her signs is proof that there 
might just be a little Mayberry in all of us. Beck’s act of kind- 
ness is about as small town America as cooling an apple pie on 
your windowsill or asking your neighbor for a cup of sugar. 

It’s just that type of spirit that prompted new neighbor Rob 
Halpin to post signs in April around Cranberry and Willow Streets 
to ask for leads about his lost cat. Tippy. His note was written in a 
very cordial style, ending with “Thank you very much.” While Tip- 
py has not been found, Halpin said at the time he was overwhelmed 
by the response from the neighborhood and the readers of Brooklyn 
Heights Blog, where the note had been published. 

Sometimes signs don’t hit a responsive chord. Last week, lo- 
cals were perplexed by a cryptic warning posted on a well-kept 
tree on Pierrepont Street between Henry and Hicks streets. The 
warning reads: “DO NOT put bread in here. The rats are devel- 
oping gluten allergies! DO NOT put your dog in here. The rats 
are not allergic to dogs.” 

The author, who identifies herself as “Bonzoni,” says she was at- 
tempting to be funny — 
while at the same time scold- 
ing folks for feeding bread to 
birds because the bread only 
ends up attracting rats. She 
added the “kicker” about 
dogs as a call out to a gentle- 
men who picks up his small 
dog, places it into the flower 
box and allows it to drop the 
deuce there. He doesn’t clean 
up afterwards, she says. 

Well intentioned as she 
may be, Bonzoni is no Car- 
rot Top. As any Borscht Belt 
vet will tell you, when most 
people see the word “rats,” 
their ability to process humor, much less sarcasm, goes out the 
window. (Note to self: “mouse” funny, “rat” not so much.) 

And would a story about Brooklyn Heights be complete with 
a little parking drama? The now infamous “Throwdown on 
Cranberry” in early May pitted “Angry Person” versus “Incon- 
siderate Driver.” “AP” tacked a typewritten note to his garage 
door saying: “Dear Inconsiderate Driver, The next time you park 
here and block my garage, I will have you towed.” 

“ID” attempted his own brand of Heights detente by scrawl- 
ing on the note: “Dear Angry Person: It was an accident. No 
need to be rude. We have the same landlord.” 

While the rationale of “ID” may seem a stretch, it bears the hall- 
mark of all Heights signs: the desire to connect with our neighbors 
in quaint, provincial manner. Well, with a Brooklyn twist at least — 
is a Heights version of the Hatfields and McCoy’s brewing? Does- 
n’t get any more small town America than that, eh? 

Homer Fink is publisher of Brooklyn Heights Blog 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Residents were shocked this week to see that the Heights Cafe 
on Montague Street had been temporarily shut down by the Depart- 
ment of Health. According to its most recent DOH inspection, the 
eatery racked up 43 violation points, well above the 28-point clo- 
sure threshold. . . . What’s spongy, smells like old rubber tires, gets 
really hot in the sun and is green all over? The just-unveiled arti- 
ficial turf field at Cadman Plaza Park. Don’t take our word 
for it, put on your walkin’ shoes and try it out for yourself. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Homer Fink 


Willoughby shops kicked out 

Small businesses evicted for Downtown Plan skyscraper 


By Mat Probasco 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Small business owners on 
Willoughby Street have be- 
come the latest victims of 
Downtown’s booming real-es- 
tate market. 

Tenants in two squat build- 
ings at the comer of Bridge 
Street were told last month that 
they are being evicted to make 
room a $208-million, 30-story 

Manhattan-based United Am- 
erican Land plans to build nearly 
600,000-square-feet of retail and 
high-end residential space on 
Willoughby between Bridge and 
Duffield Streets, said Tom Con- 
oscenti, an analyst with the 
Downtown Brooklyn Partner- 
ship, a city office overseeing a 
real-estate boom that consists of 
new office towers, residential 
buildings and improved street 
furniture. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
when construction of the United 
American Land tower might 
start, but displaced merchants 
are already making their ar- 
rangements. 

Jack Paz thought he’d be clip- 
ping customer’s hair at his barber 
shop on Bridge Street for another 
20 years, not just three more 
months. 

“It’s unbelievable. It’s un- 
freaking-believable,” said Paz, 
who bought his barber shop 
four years ago when the land- 
lord assured him rent stability 
— $6,000 a month. 

“We don’t know what to do 
next. We’re waiting for a mira- 
cle, basically.” 

Nagi Ali Salih, owner of a 
Willoughby Street bodega, was 

“We are poor people. Where 
will be go?’ said Salih, who fives 
above the grocery store with his 
family. “We will be homeless.” 

The eviction notices offered 
neither relocation assistance to 
the shop owners, nor assurances 
of space in the new building. 

This didn’t surprise Giancarlo 
Frisari, whose family has owned 




The comer of Willoughby 
and Bridge streets (above) 
will soon be redeveloped — 
and hard-working business- 
people will be out on the 
street. Among them are 
Jack Paz (far left) who owns 
a barber shop, and Giancar- 
lo Frisari of Continental Res- 
taurant. 


IramsStio^t 

The changing face of Brooklyn 


the Continental Restaurant on 
Bridge Street for 40 years. 

“What are you going to do to 
stop them? Nothing,” said Fris- 
ari, who expects to get his evic- 
tion notice any day. “After so 
many years, we’re being forced 
to leave. There’s no honor any- 
more. It’s all about money.” 

It’s unclear what type of retail 
is coming, Conoscenti said. The 
area is popular with shoppers 
seeking inexpensive sneakers and 
clothing from local, small-time 


business owners, Frisari said. 

But change is coming to the 
greater Fulton Mall area. Not 
only is the city spending $15 
million to spruce up the mall — 
including demapping a small 
part of DeKalb Avenue to create 
a new green space — but 22.5 
million square feet of office, 
residential and commercial 
space is slated to be built in the 
next 10 years. 

The result will be close to 
15,000 new apartments and 
more than 1 200 hotel rooms all 
within walking distance of the 
Fulton Mall, currently a strip of 
locally owned discount stores, 
national franchises and a 
Macy’s. 

Given all the upscale residen- 
tial development in the works, 
the Downtown Brooklyn Part- 


nership is seeking retail tenants 
to feed, clothe and entertain the 
future residents. 

Partnership head Joe Chan 
recently told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per that he hopes to attract na- 
tional chains, adding that plan- 
ners could not ignore that the 
Target department store at the 
Atlantic Terminal Mall a few 
blocks away is the chain’s 
busiest location. 

In the short term, however, fit- 
de is known about United Amer- 
ican Land’s plans . A company re- 
ceptionist twice hung-up on a 
Brooklyn Paper reporter this 
week. And soon-to-be-evicted 
tenants got a similar reaction. 

“We were told we need to 
leave, basically,” said Jack Paz 
as he finished shaving a stripe 
in a customer’s head. 


Albee shopowners vow to fight 


By Mat Probasco 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Albee Square Mall shop owners and 
community activists vowed to fight a plan 
to demolish the mall and create a residen- 
tial and commercial high-rise. 

Chanting “No peace without justice,” 
about 40 people testified during a Depart- 
ment of Housing Preservation and Develop- 
ment hearing last Friday in Manhattan. 

Mitch Rose, owner of Katrina’s Diary lin- 
gerie shop, said tearing down the shopping 
center would ruin him financially. 

“I put all of my life’s savings into that 
mall,” Rose said, holding up a pair of 
women’s underwear at the hearing. 

The city, which owns the land, is consider- 
ing a lease that requires developers to knock 
down Albee Square and replace it with a 1 38- 
million-square foot tower filled with offices, 


retail stores and residential units. 

The proposal calls for the new owners of 
the property to rent the land for $20 million 
spread out over 50 years or buy the land out- 
right for the same amount. 

Beverly Corbin, chairwoman of Will- 
oughby Street-based Families United for 
Racial and Economic Equality, thinks the 
land is worth far more than $20 million — 
about six times that, in fact, she said. 

“This insultingly low cost doesn’t even 
represent what the lease interest for the site 
was valued at six years ago,” said Samantha 
Imperatrice at the Friday hearing. 

Imperatrice said millions in lost revenue 
from the sale could go to improving public 
services in the neighborhood. 

The current Albee Square shop owners 
are not part of the new deal — and advo- 
cates think those tenants are being punished 
for all their hard work. 


“For decades, no one — not government 
and not corporations — cared about Down- 
town Brooklyn,” Corbin said. “We made it 
what it is. And now that it’s considered valu- 
able, we’re not going to stand by and watch 
it be gentrified, destroyed and displaced just 
so developers and real-estate agents can 

The plan would set aside 20 percent of 
the apartments in the subsequent tower as 
below-market-rate rentals, but Imperatrice 
said this wasn’t near enough. 

City officials defended the deal, saying 
the new retail, residential and office tower 
will create 1,500 permanent jobs and 2,500 
construction jobs, add much-needed office 
and residential space to Downtown and gen- 
erate a huge amount of tax revenue, accord- 
ing to the city’s Economic Development 
Corporation. 

A final vote will come in August. 



dSATNICK 


We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine gifiware 
at prices to fit every budget. 

Jff. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 



Pregnant 

or need a GYN Exam? 

Call MWS OB/GYN 
For modern, private 
and caring service. 


Metropolitan Women's Services 
OB/GYN 

Angela Wilson, M.D. 

55 Greene Ave. Suite 2B, Ft. Greene 
For Appointment Call 718-398-8100 
Open Days ~ Evenings - Weekends 


Leave packages with us. 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 

Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 


COPY SERVICE 
FAX SERVICE 
PASSPORT PHOTOS 
MAILBOX RENTALS 



Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 


Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr. Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 

‘Vaccinations ‘Hill's Prescription Diets 
‘Skin Disorders ‘Microchip Implants 
‘Dental Care ‘Surgery 
‘House Calls ‘Lab Tests 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

... ( 718 ) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 




Without calling 



Court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 
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Tourists need 
our Markowitz 

I t’s too bad Borough President 
Markowitz can’t be on every 
voyage of the Queen Mary 2. 

That’s what cruise ship passen- 
gers — who had just disembarked 
at the city’s ship terminal in Red 
Hook — were saying the other 
day. 

Despite the fact that the city 
spent $56-million on the terminal, 
passengers arrive there with virtu- 
ally no information about where 
they are. 

Instead, the tourists mill around 
as they wait for rides to the airport, 
their Manhattan hotels or their 
homes upstate or on the (far from Virgin) Island. 

“Too bad Marty wasn’t on my cruise,” said Ira Peskill of 
Westchester. “I didn't learn about Brooklyn at all. [They told us 
about] St. Thomas — they have duty-free shopping there.” 
Peskill’s wife, Joan, added that she would have been eager 
to hear about Brooklyn’s charms, if “there was something to 

A few feet away from the enthused couple, standing on a 
green median on terminal’s expansive tarmac, another would- 
be tourist said that the lecture would be useful. 

“I see Brooklyn in movies,” said Sal Mastroberti. “There is 
always more to learn,” 

But Mastroberti, a retiree, had one word of advice for the 
Beep: don’t come between cruisers and the heaping smorgas- 
boards of chocolate-dipped fruit, sea-food and delicacies that 
cruises are known for. 

“We go for the food.” 

Mastroberti was not bothered by the fact that the city official 
got to cruise on the QM2 for free even though he had just paid 
for the same trip. 

“He was doing a job I couldn’t do,” he said, adjusting his 
black undershirt. 

Surely, the Borough President would be heartened to learn 
that so many people could still benefit from his exuberant 
Brooklyn pitch. After all, there is clearly a need for his mastery. 
“They had questions about transportation — about how to 
get around Brooklyn, and 
they wanted to know about 
our hotels,” he told The 
Brooklyn Paper upon his 
return from the trip. 

“They also wanted to 
know what I would recom- 
mend they do if they only 
had a few hours to spend in 
Brooklyn. It made me 
think we really need to 
have a tourism brochure 
especially for that kind of 
traveler, a list of different 
itineraries if you only have 
a half a day to spend here.” 
Steve Chambers, man- 
ager of the Borough Hall-funded tourism kiosk inside the ter- 
minal, agrees. 

“People want to know what to do in Brooklyn,” he said, 
adding that the Beep flashed him a thumbs-up sign as he made 
his way past the kiosk and back into the homeland. 

Chambers said that he enjoyed watching the borough prez 
play Brooklyn to the crowds — and watch the crowds play to 

“I heard people call him ‘mayor,’” he said. “I said, ‘You 
mean the borough president.’” 

Like Chambers, Peskill wasn’t particularly bothered by the 
public official’s free ride either. 

“It’s all business,” he said with a shrug. 

Then he asked if I had ever heard of Tammany Hall. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


PS 32, at Hoyt and Union sheets, just got a make-over of its 
playground. Word on the swings is that the kids helped design 
it through a partnership with the non-profit Trust for Public 
Land. Hie groundbreaking will be Tuesday at 5 pm. Expect 
cookies and apple juice. ... An anti-development spook has 
posted signs warning “TOLL AHEAD” near the Bond Street lot 
where McMansion developer Toll Brothers plans to build 
Gowanus’s first subdivision. A Stoop spy said someone is 
painting over the illegal signs as soon as they are going up. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Ariella Cohen 



A developer is proposing a 70-foot condo building at the corner of Smith Street and Second Place in Carroll Gardens, now a 
parking lot and a subway entrance. Architect Robert Scarano has backed away from his initial metal clad design (inset). 

Scarano caves to Gardeners 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Controversial DUMBO-based designer 
Robert Scarano has scrapped a plan to 
erect a flashy, steel-skinned building on 
Smith Street and Second Place in favor of 
a brick edifice with a green roof and “gi- 
gantic apartments perfect for families,” he 
told The Stoop this week. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The development project that Cobble 
Hill residents love to hate will likely move 
forward, despite a unanimous rejection 
from Community Board 6 at a public 
hearing last week. 

The building in question is a 60-foot con- 
do tower slated to rise next to the landmark 
Independence Savings Bank building on the 
comer of Atlantic Avenue and Court Street. 
The six-story condo will replace a parking 
lot and is within the boundaries of the Cob- 
ble Hill Historic District. 

As such, approval from the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission was required be- 
fore DUMBO-based Two Trees Manage- 
ment could move forward with a tower that 
would rise above the historic district’s 50- 
foot height limit. 

The landmarks commission approval last 
year provoked the ire of local preservation- 
ists who slammed the agency for failing to 
recognize its own rule. 

Those same opponents are again crying 
foul now that Two Trees is seeking addition- 
al exemptions so that the building can be 
bulkier than typically permitted. 

“[If we want to preserve our neighbor- 
hoods], we must uphold [preservation] law,” 
said Jeff Strabone, a resident of Cobble Hill. 

But not all landmark codes have been ig- 
nored. Indeed, the Two Trees plan was dead 
in the water last year, until the company re- 
drew the plan to preserve a historic bank an- 
nex on the site. That move paved the way 


The change of heart came after some 
brownstone-loving Carroll Gardeners — 
and the blogs and pols that cater to them — 
started a campaign against the metal-clad 
condo, which was to replace a parking lot 
and a popular, open-air newsstand above the 
F-train entrance at Second Place. 

“I know what they’re saying out there,” 
Scarano said. “But now we’ve studied the 
area, and the building is going to be less 


for the landmarks commission approval. 

Last week’s CB6 rejection, while only 
advisory, was a first step in land-use review 
process of the overall project that leads to a 
City Council vote later this year. If the proj- 
ect is approved, construction will likely be- 
gin before the end of the year. 

At last week’s meeting, Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio (D-Cobble Hill) testified that the 
building was an “appropriate exemption” to 
the district’s limitations. 

“On balance, it is important to maintain 
height and keep to the rules [of the historic 
district],” DeBlasio said. “In this case, I be- 
lieve we are looking at a good project that 
fits to the site.” 

The councilman was the only person other 
than the developer’s lawyer who spoke in 
support of the project at the hearing, but ob- 
servers said his support would be vital as the 
project moves through its public review. 

Even opponents admitted that changing 
the scale of the tower at this point in the 
game was unlikely. 

“All we can do is hope,” said Cobble 
Hill Association member Franklin Stone. 

Samuel Chamey, a spokesman for Two 
Trees, defended the scale of the project as 
the necessary price to pay for a costly his- 
toric restoration of the 83-year-old bank 
next door, which Two Trees is developing as 
part of this project. 

“[The project] barely makes sense at six 
stories,” he said. “Making it any smaller 
would just not possible. It wouldn’t be fi- 
nancially viable.” 


modem.” 

The sports-car-driving architect made his 
aesthetic kowtow public after the residents 
of the neighborhood approached local 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Carroll Gar- 
dens) to stop the Jetsons-esque building. 

DeBlasio said he still planned to petition 
the developer to shrink the 70-foot, eight- 
story building. 

“We will try every legal and political 
strategy possible to stop this project from 
happening [the way Scarano originally 
planned],” DeBlasio said. 

But no matter what is built on the site, it 
will be sure to gamer attention because of its 
prominent location above the south entrance 
to the Carroll Street station. 

During construction, the entrance will be 
closed. But when the building is done, the 
entry will be incorporated into it, according 
to the MTA. 

The newsstand that is now on the site 
may not reopen after construction, accord- 
ing to its owner Bibil Sengarta. 

“Everyone I see now will see the building 
instead,” said Sengarta. 

Scarano has designed hundreds of resi- 
dential buildings in the city, many in a sig- 
nature style that involves large glass win- 
dows, geometric lines and a healthy 
appreciation for metallic shine. He gained a 
reputation as a rule-breaker last year when 
the city investigated him for building con- 
dos that were larger than zoning code al- 
lowed. As a result, he was stripped of his 
right to certify his own designs. 

The architect told The Stoop that the new 
design for 360 Smith St. would “mimic the 
[area’s] brownstone vernacular, instead of 
its industrial vernacular.” Translating from 
the architecturese, that means Scarano will 
use more plain old red brick and less metal 
on the exterior of the building. 

So far, neighbors aren’t convinced. They 
say the building will still loom over two- 
and three-story buildings on the block, cre- 
ating shadows and taking up the open space 
that gives the area its small town feel. 

“That building is still too tall for this street 
and that’s it,” said Alberta McCourt, who lives 
on Second Street near Smith Street in a three- 
story home she once shared with Pulitzer 
Prize- winning writer Frank McCourt. 

McCourt wasn’t afraid to invoke her 76- 
year-old celebrity ex-husband in her fight 
against the proposed building. 

“He is a country boy,” she said. “And he 
liked it over here because it felt a little like 
the country.” 


CB6’s ‘bank’ shot 

Board rejects Walentas's condo tower 
next to landmark branch on Atlantic 
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Tripping the park 
— unfantastic 


GREENE 

ACRES 



Dana Rubinstein 


T here’s something trippy going 
on south of Fort Greene Park 
— especially to those of us 
with less-than-stellar eye-foot co- 
ordination. 

The sidewalk along the park’s 
DeKalb Avenue edge is sinking. 

Literally. It’s going down like the 
Titanic, albeit more slowly. It’s 
been doing that for at least eight 
years, according to local leaders. 

I’ve been tripping on the uneven 
hexagon pavers between Washing- 
ton Park and Fort Greene Place for 
nearly as long. Granted, I have the 
coordination of a toddler. But other, 
more graceful types, seconded my opinion. 

“It’s a trip hazard,” said Ruth Goldstein, the founding chair of 
the Fort Greene Park Conservancy. “I don’t walk on that side 
usually, because it is uneven and there are puddles.” 

Goldstein told Greene Acres that the problem dates back 
nearly 10 years — a decade! And still, nothing has been done. 

Why has it taken so long for a city agency — any city agency 
— to address the problem? 

Maybe it has something to do with this: “Parks keeps saying 
this is a problem below the surface [and, therefore, the purview 
of the Department of Environmental Protection] , and DEP keeps 
sayings, ‘No, it’s not,”’ said Rob Perris, the district manager of 
Community Board 2. 

The agencies demonstrated better coordination when re- 
sponding to this reporter: they unanimously agreed that it’s the 
Parks Department’s responsibility. 

Our favorite Parks flack, Phil Abramson, said that the 10-year 
hold-up was due to one thing only: money. 

“The sidewalk is made of historic hex-block pavements, so to 
repair the sidewalk and have it be consistent with the surround- 
ing pavements, we need capital funds to restore it,” said Abram- 
son. “Indeed, the Parks Department is making every effort to ob- 
tain these funds.” 

Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) confirmed that 
she was seeking funding, but added that before Parks could begin 
work, DEP would have to repair the pipes underneath the sidewalk. 

That the two agencies 
are cooperating at all — or 
merely claiming to cooper- 
ate — was news to Perris, 
who took the opportunity to 
encourage the un-dynamic 
duo to “address this situa- 
tion. It’s long overdue. And 
while they’re at it, they can 
put the benches back too.” 
Seriously. For the sake 
of the city’s liability-prone 
coffers, if nothing else. 

Though bucolically lined 
with horse chestnut trees, 
n thissidewalkisamenace.lt 
ripples, as though the hexa- 
gon pavers are breaking into tides, humps in the middle, and sinks 
into depressions along either side. It may be the loveliest hazard- 
strewn sidewalk in the borough. 

Oh, and there are gaping holes. At the intersection of South 
Oxford Street, a deep rutted depression lies in wait for the next 
weak ankle, like a Venus flytrap waiting for its prey to land. And 
then snap! It’s broken. 

But that hole can't hold a candle to the foot-deep chasm be- 
tween South Elliot and Fort Greene places. That one, with its 
discarded Slim Jim wrapper, is a lawsuit waiting to happen. 
Then again, which agency would the litigant sue? 
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BAY RIDGE 
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Brooklyn Tech HS students aren’t all computer geeks. In 
fact, a senior design class is taking on something decidedly 
hands-on: the restoration of a forgotten art gallery on the high 
school’s third floor. Of course, they mapped out their designs on 
computers first. ... We hear that B&H Video, everyone’s fa- 
vorite Hasidic-run camera shop, is doubling its warehouse space 
in the Brooklyn Navy Yard and hiring an additional 300 
workers. The whopping $50-million project will create an addi- 
tional 400,000 square feet for the store’s mail-order operation. ... 
Curious what the Paris Hiltons of tomorrow will be wearing? 
Check out the clothes designed by 14 “exceptionally talented” Pratt 
Institute seniors. Unfortunately, you’ll have to cross the East River 
first: the garments are on display at the Chelsea Barnes & Noble at 
Sixth Avenue and 22nd Street, through June 15. 

Email us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Rev. David Dyson of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church is behind an effort to replace regular lightbulbs with energy- 
saving compact fluorescents. 


Church shines greener light 

fearing environmentalist. 

Evangelical Christians have lately been 
finding common ground with their more 
mainstream Christian brethren, according to 
Dyson. And both the Presbyterian and Re- 
form Jewish movements have been encour- 
aging their local leaders to make their hous- 
es of worship more environmentally sound. 

Park Slope’s Union Temple joined the 
campaign last year by not only replacing 
their 100-watt incandescent bulbs with 25- 
watt compact fluorescents, but also selling 
the energy-saving bulbs to congregants at a 
dramatically reduced price. 

In that case, Rabbi Linda Goodman said 
she was also answering to a higher authority. 
God? No, Gore. 

Dyson preaches every Sunday at 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church 
(Lafayette Avenue at South Oxford and 
Fulton streets) at 1 1 am. For information, 
call (718) 625-7515. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Fort Greene religious leader wants to 
put the green back in “God’s green earth,” 
beginning with his own house of worship. 

David Dyson, pastor of the Lafayette Av- 
enue Presbyterian Church, wants to trans- 
form his 147-year-old building into a fluo- 
rescent-lit environmental beacon for the 
community. 

The reason, said Dyson, is an intrinsically 
moral one. 

“We are now completely convinced that 
human beings have made a mess of the 
earth, that when the seas rise and the crops 
fail, the first people who will get hurt are the 
poor,” said Dyson. 

“We see this as a moral issue. This is not 
a tree-hugger issue. This is not a hippie, 
Earth Day issue. This is an issue of human 
stewardship and global survival, and that 


goes to the core of our faith.” 

Dyson’s ends are certainly high-minded, 
but his means are entirely mundane. 

The church will start engaging in so- 
called “extreme recycling,” which, it should 
be noted, is not a new adventure sport. 

Rather, it’s Dyson’s term for the fastidi- 
ous business of making sure that every shred 
of cardboard makes it into the recycling 
container. 

The good reverend is also conducting an 
“energy audit,” meaning that workers are 
canvassing the Romanesque church — 
which he said “leaks like a sieve” — look- 
ing for holes that might be exhaling heat 
during the winter. 

And he’s partnering with the community, 
sending representatives to seminars, and 
planning a showing this fall of the om- 
nipresent A1 Gore film, “An Inconvenient 
Truth.” 

Dyson is hardly the borough’s only God- 


Hanson sale halted — for now 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A nearly century-old Fort 
Greene building, home to a 
warren of municipal offices 
and a day care center, has been 
temporarily spared the fate of 
its similarly historic neighbors: 
conversion into luxury condos. 

The state-owned building at 
55 Hanson PL, at South Elliot 
Street, won’t go the way of the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank 
building before it — at least not 
this summer. 

“We’ve convinced [the state 
Office of General Services] that 
the building should not be sold, 
and now we’ll have to convince 
the governor,” said Assembly- 
man Hakeem Jeffries (D-Fort 
Greene), whose district office, 


like those of some other state 
officials, is located in the build- 
ing. 

General Services handles the 
sale of other agencies’ build- 
ings, but hasn’t sold one of its 
own since the 1990s. 

State officials have never 
said that the building is official- 
ly for sale, but Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Prospect 
Heights) sounded the alarm af- 
ter hearing rumors of a sale — 
and a subsequent conversion to 
residential use in the hotter- 
than-hot neighborhood. 

In April, Jeffries warned that 
any sale would “intensify the 
gentrification sweeping across 
central Brooklyn, and make New 
York complicit in economic ac- 
tivity detrimental to working 
families, the middle class and 



Hakeem Jeffries 


small business owners. That 
would be a grave development.” 
This week, he promised to 
make his and the “considerable 
community opposition 


known to the governor.” 

The Assemblyman and state 
Sen. Velmanette Montgomery 
(D-Prospect Heights) plan to 
meet with the governor or his 
staff in early June. General Ser- 
vices Commissioner John Egan 
plans to do a walk-through of 
the building later that month. It 
is only after all of those steps 
are complete that a final deci- 
sion will be made. 

“We’re going to conduct a fi- 
nancial analysis of continued 
ownership of building,” said 
Paula Monaco, a spokeswoman 
for the state agency that over- 
sees the building. “Over the 
summer we’ll do some commu- 
nity outreach. After those items 
are complete, we will then 
come up with a recommenda- 
tion for what should be done.” 
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Wet, hot Park 
Slope summer 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



W ith the passing of Memor- 
ial Day, one thing is for 
sure: even though the cal- 
endar still says spring, it is offi- 
cially sizzlin’ summer in the city. 

Summer is my favorite time of 
year. I like the hot days, the late 
nights and the lazy feel. Even though 
I am long out of school, I still feel 
that summer thrill of the last day of 
classes (and having a birthday in Au- 
gust doesn’t hurt, either). 

I love the summer — and with 
Prospect Park, a neighborhood that 
empties out a bit, and the constant 
block parties and stoop sales, I feel 

that we have an edge on summer fun. But I have recently dis- 
covered that there are mixed feelings about my favorite time of 
year. Some people told me that they don't like the extra crowds 
in the park. And dog owners don’t like the extra garbage. 

Most people admitted that they like the warm mornings, 
when the whole day stretches out before you and the sun has not 
gotten unbearable yet. And plenty of people love the free con- 
certs at the bandshell (“Celebrate Brooklyn” kicks off on June 
14, by the way). 

An added benefit of the summer is that people take their cars 
out of the city. That means we get more parking spaces (the 
ground may be hot enough to melt your tires, but at least those 
tires are parked, and legally at that). The exception to this rule, 
of course, is the parking hell created by the concerts in the park. 
Check the schedule now, and plan accordingly — especially on 
the Philharmonic night! 

With all those folks leaving town for the beach or the house 
in the country, those of us who stay behind get to dine out with- 
out reservations. Tables are often available, even on weekends, 
so those of us (myself included) who can never remember to 
think ahead finally have a chance at trying the new hot spot. 

Two other great summer pluses are not exactly in Park Slope 
proper but are nearby and populated by Slopers. The Red Hook 
pool, Brooklyn’s country club, is only a short (bike) ride away. I 
am counting the days until I can frolic with the masses and cool 
off in the vast blue pond, thanks to Robert Moses. 

And no summer would 

be complete without the 
Cyclones and a few trips to 
Keyspan Park. I go to a few 
games a year, and I see 
more of my Park Slope 
neighbors there than I do at 
the Key Food. 

So the summer gets 
mixed reviews from some, 
but for me, it is the time of 
year to kick back (and when 
my kids are away at camp, it 
is like taking a vacation with- 

out leaving town). 

I intend to grab an iced 
coffee, sit in the new back 
garden of Cafe Eleven, stroll the hot avenues and enjoy the park 
and the free music all I can. But first, I have to get my air condi- 
tioning fixed. I may like the heat, but I hate being hot! 


DOWNTOWN 
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Start planning now! June 23 is the day set for Stoopen- 
dous an all-day, Slope-wide stoop sit-in (or sit-out, perhaps). As 
part of the “Seven for ’07” initiatives sponsored by the Park Slope 
Civic Council, Stoopendous aims to have everyone come together 
to celebrate the Summer Solstice (no matter that the solstice is ac- 
tually June 21, you get the idea). For information go to 
www.stoopendous.org. . . . The menu has been posted in the win- 
dow at Scalino, the soon-to-open Italian joint that replaced a 
grubby Chinese restaurant at the comer of Seventh Avenue and 
10th Street. And the menu makes it clear that the rumors of up- 
scale Italian were true: We can’t wait to tuck into that braised 
lamb shank with lentils ($15.50) or the papardelle with smoked 
bacon ($10.50). ... Uptown Fashion meets Brooklyn Art! Local 
sculptor Martha Walker is movin’ on up, at least temporarily. 
Her work will be exhibited in the windows of Saks Fifth Avenue 
in Manhattan now through June 10. . . . Police Officer Louis Gu- 
bitosi from the 76th Precinct received one of this year’s awards 
from District Attorney Charles Hynes at a ceremony last 
month at the Brooklyn Marriott. Gubitosi was honored for saving 
a woman’s life on Smith Street last year when she was assaulted 
and held at knifepoint. The officer shot the man after he refused to 
let the woman go. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



5th Ave facility moves forward 


By Michael McLaughlin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A controversial supportive 
housing facility proposed for 
Fifth Avenue moved forward 
last week when the City Plan- 
ning Commission gave its ap- 
proval for the five-story, 49-unit 
building at what is currently a 
municipal parking lot on 16th 
Street. 

“It’s very reassuring they 
saw the merits of the project,” 
Fifth Avenue Committee Exec- 
utive Director Michelle de la 
Uz said after the May 23 vote. 

Twenty-four studio units 
would provide supportive hous- 
ing for mentally ill and former- 
ly homeless people. Five others 
will house individuals with 


HIV/AIDS. The remaining 
apartments would be rented to 
community residents with in- 
comes below $29,775. Senior 
citizens and youths becoming 
too old for foster care will be 
targeted for these units. 

Some neighbors have object- 
ed to the project on the grounds 
that it presents a safety risk for 
the larger community. 

And Borough President 
Markowitz had objected to the 
facility because it did not in- 
clude any affordable housing 
units for families. As a result, 
he had asked the Planning 
Commission to vote it down. 

But subsequent negotiations 
between some opponents and 
the Fifth Avenue Committee led 


to modifications that include 
putting the entrance on Fifth 
Avenue and selecting some lo- 
cal residents for the panel that 
will screen the tenants. 

There will also be round-the- 
clock security at the front desk. 

“There were some really in- 
tense conversations with elect- 
ed officials. All of their con- 
cerns are addressed in the 
project,” de la Uz said. Marko- 
witz, however, did not get his 
family-sized units. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Park Slope) said through a 
spokeswoman that “the modifi- 
cations responded to the con- 
cerns of some of the neighbors 
of the project.” 

DeBlasio said he will en- 


High-pitched coolant tank 
whine removed — again! 


By Beethoven Bong 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The mysterious high-pitched 
wail that irked residents near 
New York Methodist Hospital 
earlier this month reemerged 
last week — but only for some 
people, apparently. 

As The Brooklyn Paper re- 
ported two weeks ago, many 
residents of Fifth and Sixth 
streets near the hospital were 
being driven mad by a tea-ket- 
tle-like squeal that was caused 
by dried-out fan belts inside a 
cooling tank on the Seventh Av- 
enue side of the hospital. 

The belts were replaced — 
and everyone seemed happy. 
Until this week. 

“I can assure you . . . that the 
noise from the hospital has not 
been repaired,” a neighbor told 
The Brooklyn Paper. “The 


noise after the ‘repair’ has been 
louder but is now intermittent, 
making it even more noticable 
and unbearable.” 

The only problem is that not 
everyone — or every dog, even 

“I haven’t heard anything 
[since the repair],” said Robert 
Schnakenberg, resident of Sixth 
Street. “Neither has my dog.” 
Hospital spokeswoman Lyn 
Hill conceded that the institu- 
tion did get a call of complaint 
this week — and it turned out 
that, indeed, another set of 
squeaky fan belts had dried out 
and needed to be replaced. 

Again, the hospital did the 
work. And that should end the 
squealing — of the neighbors, 
as well as the hospital’s fan 
belts — for now. 

Stay tuned. 



Coolant tanks in front of 
New York Methodist Hospi- 
tal on Seventh Avenue. 


courage his fellow Coun- 
cilmembers to support the proj- 
ect when it comes to a full 
Council vote in the coming 
months. 

It will first be discussed 
within 30 days by the Council’s 
land-use committee. 


PHeights 
rocks for 
a cause 


By Harry Cheadle 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Hurricane Katrina hit al- 
most two years ago, but the 
Big Easy is still hard up. 

To raise money and remind 
Brooklyn of New Orleans’s 
continued need for help, com- 
munity members Alice McFar- 
land and Kate Suisman are put- 
ting on a charity event, 
“Remembering New Orleans,” 
on June 6. It will feature soul 
food, live brass band music, and 
the films of Helen Hill, a New 
Orleans resident who was killed 
last year. 

There will also be a slide- 
show about New Orleans that 
examines how much work still 
needs to be done. 

“They’re still experiencing 
grief,” said Suisman, an aide to 
Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Prospect Heights) who vol- 
unteered in New Orleans last 
winter. “It looks like the storm 
just happened a few weeks 
ago.” 

"Remembering New Or- 
leans," Soda Bar (629 Vanderbilt 
Ave., at St Marks Avenue in 
Prospect Heights), June 6. 
Doors open at 6 pm, program 
begins at 7:30. Suggested do- 
nation is $20. 




Unique Coffee Blends, Teas & Accessories 
British Teas & Sweets 

With this Ad Save $1.00 off 11b of Coffee 
J 414 8th St. (Between 7th & 8th Avenues) Open Daily J 
\ (718) 369-6026 • www.javajoebrooklyn.com J 


ACADEMY AWARD 
WINNER & 
DAVID YASSKY 
IN JUNE AT 
UNION TEMPLE 

FIRST FRIDAYS 

Family Service & Potluck Dinner 

June 1st at 6:45 p.m. 

Celebrate Shabbat with family and friends! 

Just bring yourselfand a main dish, 
side, or dessert to share. Held every first Friday. 

FIRST SATURDAYS 
Tot Shabbat 

June 2nd from 9:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Singing, dancing, and a little Hebrew 
for toddlers, preschoolers, 
and their adult guests. 

Meets every first Saturday. Free! 

SPECIAL FOR THE GROWN-UPS 
SHABBAT SERVICE 
with Guest Speaker DAVID YASSKY 

Friday June 15 at 8:00 p.m. 

Council Member Yassky will speak about 
his resolution calling upon the Pension Boards 
of New York City and New York State 
to divest any investments made in 
corporations doing business with Sudan 
until the genocide in Darfur ends. 

FREE FILM SCREENING: 

WEST BANK STORY 

Wednesday June 20 at 7:30 p.m. 

A musical comedy set in the fast-paced, 
fast-food world of competing falafel stands 
in the West Bank. David, an Israeli soldier, 
falls in love with the beautiful Palestinian 
cashier, Fatima, despite the animosity 
between their families’ dueling restaurants. 

2006 Academy Award® Winner. 


UNION TEMPLE 

Reform Egalitarian Indusive 
17 Eastern Parkway 


■ ■ ■ 

AM 


718-638-7600 

intemple@uniontemple.org 


A-Z Dental, PC 


Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 


• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 


• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 


EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 
1 X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

I with this ad I 


332 9th St. (718)832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • iffiSeSK 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A K 718 22 2-4900 

/ *~' N \\ 7am-i0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 


u 


yam-lOpm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

2 supervised playgrounds - fun fi SAFE 
web cams - watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 5 long-term boarding discounts 

]TJ DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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Goldwater's out 
of Long’s Party 

T he marriage was doomed from 
the start. But file the divorce 
papers, anyway: the Conserva- 
tive Party has disavowed one of its 
founding fathers. 

Last Tuesday, the party of limited 
government argued that marriage 
should consist only of the union of 
one man and one woman (little sur- 
prise there). What few realize is that 
this idea is a thumb in the eye of the 
man responsible for the existence of 
the New York State Conservative 
Party — Barry Goldwater. The issue 
is over the limits of government. 

On one side we have Brooklyn 
Conservative Party Vice-Chairwoman Fran Vella-Marrone, who 
was quick to oppose Gov. Spitzer’s effort to permit gay marriage. 

“The Conservative Party has been the loudest voice in this 
state defending traditional family values,” said Vella-Marrone. 

On the other side is a ghost from the past. The founding father 
of the movement — Goldwater — was not only pro-Choice, but 
didn’t think the government should have anything to do with mar- 
riage. Goldwater may be dead — but his memory is alive and well 
in Bay Ridge. To this day, 
state Conservative Party 
Chairman Michael Long re- 
calls how, as a young man, 
Goldwater put a spell on him 
at the 1964 Republican Na- 
tional Convention at Mad- 
ison Square Garden. 

“Barry Goldwater was 
the reason I got into poli- 
tics,” said Long, who still 
has a Goldwater poster 
hanging at his liquor shop, 
Long's Discount Wines, at 
7917 Fifth Ave. 

“You wouldn’t believe 
the feeling of hope in the 
air that night, that we could get this country on track and Gold- 
water would be the one to lead us,” Long said. 

The philosophy? “Government ought to be kept off our 
backs, out of our pocketbooks, and out of our bedrooms,” Gold- 

That didn’t sit well with the religious right, which wanted the 
Republican Party to embrace restrictions on gay rights and abor- 
tion. Yet Goldwater insisted that conservatism meant limited 
government — whether on fiscal or social issues. 

But that ideal is nowhere to be found on today’s political 
landscape. 

Long may still have that campaign poster, but he has cut ties 
with his Goldwater past: “Some conservatives are for abortion,” he 
said, “but we are a pro-life party.” 

Yellow Flooker has a pretty good idea of what Long’s mentor 
might say if he were alive to witness the changing times: “Ex- 
tremism in the defense of liberty is no vice and moderation in 
the pursuit of justice is no virtue.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

State Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) may be angling 
for an unlikely voter block in his possible run for mayor — the un- 
derappreciated skateboarder. Golden recently announced funds to 
put Parks employees at the Owls Head Skate Park at 68th 
Street and Colonial Road. . . . Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge) is encouraging public participation in a “free walk- 
ing program,” every Saturday from 10 to 11 am. Call (718) 965- 

6977 Moms are lighting up the Bay Ridge Parent message 

boards about playground bullies who have been kicking kids 
off the swings at the playground at 83rd Street and Colonial 
Road. See, kids! That’s one more reason to eat your leafy green 
vegetables. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Matthew Lysiak 


Preacher brings hands to 
Ridge to perform ‘miracles’ 



Cash infusion won’t 
rebuild subway stops 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

More than a dozen subway stations in Ben- 
sonhurst, Bay Ridge and Dyker Heights are in 
line for a sprucing up, but residents had a clear 
reaction to the news: It’s about freakin’ time. 

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
last week allocated more than $18 million to be- 
gin designing rehabs for nine N-train and four 
D-train stations. 

It is unclear when — or even whether — any 
actual construction work would be done, but res- 
idents and their elected officials were pleased 
that something was moving forward. 

“I’m happy they’re starting something,” said 
Assemblyman William Colton. “But I hope it is- 
n’t just a press release and nothing happens.” 

The Assemblyman has been writing to the 
MTA for five years on behalf of his commuting 
constituents. 

“They [the MTA] would promise me, [but] 
then basically just do patch up jobs,” Colton 
said. 

This time will be different, the MTA said — 


though the tri-state transportation agency could- 
n’t say how. 

“Since it is in the design phase, further details 
are not available at this time,” said MTA spokes- 
woman Deirdre Parker. 

The N stations being studied are Eighth Av- 
enue, Fort Hamilton Parkway, New Utrecht Av- 
enue, 18th Avenue, 20th Avenue, Bay Parkway, 
Kings Highway, Avenue U and 86th Street. The 
D stations are Ninth Avenue, Fort Hamilton 
Parkway, 62nd Street, and Bay Parkway. 

Riders throughout all three neighborhoods 
looked forward to a cleaner, if not smoother, ride. 

“It’s horrible. You can see mold under the 
chipped paint,” said Louis Dejesus, who has 
been riding the N train to work for 14 years. 

A fellow commuter agreed. 

“There is always constmction going on, but 
nothing changes,” said Meiuyerta Zhazitova. 
“The train comes on time, but the stations still 
look the same.” 

Colton said the need for repairs were more 
than just skin deep. 

“The stations have been a disaster for many 
years,” he said. “They all have structural damage.” 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Hallelujah and praise the 
Lord! A new preacher is com- 
ing to town — and he is mak- 
ing some big promises. 

Pastor Michael Casale says 
he’ll start doling out “miracles 
and prophecies” when his new 
church opens this week in Bay 
Ridge. 

“Bring the sick and receive 
your miracle,” said Casale, who 
will oversee the Cavalry Praise 
and Worship Center, a new 
non-denominational church at 
367 94th St. “Come and receive 
your touch from the Lord.” 

Casale certainly talks the talk. 

“We do miracles, prophecies 
— more than your average 
church,” he told The Stoop. 
“We have performed many mir- 
acles in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and we don’t plan on 
stopping anytime soon.” 

Casale claims to also per- 
form a “laying of the hands,” an 
act where parishioners are 
touched in the forehead and of- 
ten collapse to ground or faint 
from the power of God. 

“I know it is real because it 
happened to me when I was 13 
years old,” said Casale, who 
claimed to be licensed by the 
“Summary of God,” an inde- 
pendent ordination group. “It is 
a great feeling, but hard to de- 
scribe. Kind of like electricity 
all through your body.” 

Still, some local residents are 
skeptical of the self-professed 
supernatural powers of the new 
preacher man of Bay Ridge. 

“Is this a joke?” asked 
Megan Desanto. “Are we in the 
Bible Belt? I am not buying any 
of this crap.” 

Why Bay Ridge? Tme, the 
pastor’s day job is as a court li- 
aison for the 68th Precinct in 
the neighborhood — but he 
says he didn’t choose Bay 
Ridge, but that Bay Ridge 
chose him. 

“I felt called to Bay Ridge,” 
he said. “But there were never 
any openings until now.” 

One woman said she might 
attend the first service on June 
3. She also said that even 
though her mind was open, her 
wallet was closed. 

“It couldn’t hurt to go and 
check it out,” said the woman, 
who declined to give her name. 
“But you can be certain that I am 
not going to let my wallet out of 
sight for even one moment.” 




OPENING WEEKEND! 

u& Hudson Valley Renegades 

June 23 - 6 : 00 pm / June 24 - 5 : 00 pm 


J3TTJ 


Sunday, lune 24 

Former Brooklyn Dodger catcher 
and pitcher ®ginE 5 / recreate the last 

pitch thrown at Ebbetts Field! 


718.507j§jXX • brooklyncyclones.com 
KEYSPfiN • Shea Stadium 

For Season Ticket, Mini-Plan and Group information, call 718.37-BKLYN. 



®THECXpLONES 

bom ^BROOKLYN. 


Mailbox Suites 

2 months FREE! 


when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


1,000 BUSINESS CARDS - $40 1 

y Authorized FedEx Sh ij 
Ground & Express FedEx Air pick up 7pm dail 
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Harbor 
Motor Inn 



25 years in 
business 
Ample parking 
on premises 
24 hour security 

Convenient 
location (off Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 


1730 Shore Parkway 

(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: ( 718 ) 946-9200 
Fax: ( 718 ) 266-0888 



718-227*1600 www.opal-ridge.com 


Own A Home Realty 


STAIR LIFT! 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 
FREE Installation 
FREE Delivery 
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PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

[iiraii&H] • 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 
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Attention: 

Crimes loiters 


Why Book With A Cruise Planner? 

Cruises are Our ONLY Business 
Tremendous National Buying Power 

srS $r 

Personalized Service World Wide Cruises 

Flexible Payments Available No Booking Fees 

Carnival ■ Celebrity * Mottend America ■ Norwegian 

Royal Caribbean ■ Princess ■ And More 

Cruise 

F*lAf\l\ERS 

For Best Values Afloat Call Kenneth Chow-Cruise Specialist 
'Turn your travel dreams into life now" 
718 . 380.1988 1 . 877 . 728.9695 

kchow@cruiseplanners.com 


HOW TO INSTALL 
CUSTOM WINDOW BLINDS 


Step One: 

Visit American Housewares. 




• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation Atlantic City 

1 1 Foxwood and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

Casinos 

Myrtle 

Car &Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

rnm mm 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 





231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. 
(718) 596-3333 Includes home-entertainment system 
S ee our listings: with flat - screen TV's! $3,600,000 
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Heights bank robber busted 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


84th Precinct 


Just a few months after a 
bomb-box robber was plaguing 
financial institutions Down- 
town, another bank robber has 
been busted. 

The alleged robber was col- 
lared hours after he hit the J.P. 
Morgan-Chase Bank on Court 
Street near Schermerhom Street 
on May 26, though he left that 
attempted robbery empty-hand- 
ed, police said. 

The drama began when the 
28-year-old would-be thief wan- 
dered into the branch just before 
10:30 am, approached a teller 
and passed a note that read, “All 
the $100s, $50s, $20s and no one 
will get shot. Act professional.” 

But the wanna-be should have 
worried about his own profes- 
sionalism: The bank was crawl- 
ing with witnesses who were 
rushing to finish their business 
before the holiday weekend. 

So when something went 
wrong before the teller handed 
over any cash — it’s unclear what, 
cops said — the suspect bolted 
from the bank, leaving behind the 
note and the pen he had used. 

Shortly afterwards, the would- 
be thief himself ended up in the 
handcuffs of Police Officer Fran- 
cisco Tejadea. 

No one was hurt, according to 
Chase spokesman Michael Fus- 

The suspect faces charges that 
include attempted robbery, men- 
acing and attempted larceny. He 
was arraigned on May 27 and re- 
leased without bail. 

Heights heist 

Someone swiped nearly 
$20,000 in designer jewelry 
from a Remsen Street apartment 
while the owner was on vaca- 
tion, police said. 

One suspect seems to be the 
super, a woman who had been 
given a key to the unit, in a 
building at Hicks Street. Appar- 
ently, the resident had asked her 
to have another gold bracelet 
fixed during the owner’s ab- 
sence, a task she completed as 
instructed. 

But sometime during the 61- 
year-old victim’s absence, from 
May 7-26, a trio of Van Cleef & 
Arpel necklaces, along with 
matching earrings, disappeared. 
Also stolen was an antique gold 
bracelet, valued at $5,000. 

Hallway attack 

The girl was just steps from 

Instead, the 10-year-old lost 
her nameplate necklace to a gun- 
toting thug who attacked her in 
the hallway of her own 
Willoughby Street building on 
May 22, police said. 

The girl was coming home 
around 3:30 pm when the armed 
brute stopped her in the hall of 
her home, a building known to 
police as trouble, on the comer 
of Lawrence Street. He pulled 
out a black handgun and 
snatched the gold chain from 
around her neck, then ran off. 

The youngster went home and 
told her 37-year-old uncle, who 
brought her straight to the police 
station to report the crime. 

Police are now looking for a 
light-skinned Hispanic man, 
about 30 years old, 5-foot-8, 
with short, brown hair, dressed 
that day in dark blue jeans, a 
black tank-top and sneakers. 

Bike burg 

Someone stole a high-end 
Italian bicycle from a storage 
space on Washington Street on 
May 24, police said. 

The owner, a 36-year-old 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Manhattan resident, runs a busi- 
ness in the DUMBO loft build- 
ing, at the comer of Water Street. 
He left his sixth-floor office and 
storage space at 5 pm on May 
24. When he returned about 24 
hours later, his Bianchi bike — 
valued at $1,400 — was gone, 
along with the $100 bike rack. 

Purse swiped 

Montague Street isn’t safe — 
for purses left all alone, that is. 

That was the sad lesson of- 
fered to a 23-year-old woman on 
May 21, when her pocketbook 
disappeared from a clothing bou- 
tique on Montague Street, near 
Henry Street, police said. The 
victim stashed the bag under a 
table, but not far from the door, 
around 12:30 pm. When she 
checked again, an hour later, the 
purse was gone. 

She asked her colleagues and 
even enlisted city workers to 
help her search trashcans on the 
street, but no one had any luck. 
The bag had disappeared, along 
with her driver’s license, several 
bank cards, her keys, $20 and a 
lipstick. 

School struck 

A laptop computer disap- 
peared from a Navy Street ele- 
mentary school on May 22, po- 
lice said. 

The owner, a 39-year-old 
teacher, left the Gateway ma- 
chine on a desk inside the cafete- 
ria at the school, near Flushing 
Avenue, from noon until 1:30 
pm. When he discovered the 
year-old laptop missing, he re- 
ported the theft to police within 
10 minutes, but the suspect 
seemed to be long gone. 


Cops 

invite 

teens 

The Brooklyn Paper 

If you’re between the 
age of 12 and 20 and need 
something to do this sum- 
mer, the NYPD has a mis- 
sion for you. 

The Police Department’s 
Law Enforcement Explorer 
Program combines commu- 
nity service with police ed- 
ucation, plus a dose of fun, 
cops said. 

Participants help their 
communities by painting 
over graffiti, visiting senior 
centers and staffing city- 
wide events, like bike races 
and parades. 

Along the way, they learn 
about the NYPD and visit 
special departments, includ- 
ing the K-9 unit, aviation — 
where officers learn to pilot 
police helicopters — and the 
harbor patrol. Explorers also 
take several field trips, in- 
cluding an outing to Coney 
Island and the movies. 

Information on the Ex- 
plorers Program will be 
available at an open house 
on June 8 at the 88 th 
Precinct stationhouse (at 
298 Classon Ave., at 
DeKalb Avenue), from 4 to 
7 pm. Call Police Officer 
Nicholas Santos for infor- 


Crazy crimes 

Thieves snatched a 1996 Nis- 
san Maxima from Pierrepont 
Street, near Hicks Street, be- 
tween 5 pm on May 19 and 9:30 
pm on May 21 . The owner, a 25- 
year-old Queens woman, found 
her green sedan, which also had 
a $500 Alpine stereo system, 
gone without a trace. 

Then, between 8 am on May 
22 and 9:15 am on May 26, the 
front doors of a Jeep Wrangler 
that was parked in a garage on 
Henry Street, at Middagh Street, 
were stolen. The 32-year-old 
owner, a Long Island man, found 
the doors and side mirrors — 
valued at $1,200 together — 
missing from his 1998 vehicle. 


88th Precinct 


Beat down 

A Willoughby Street resident 
was beaten and robbed on her 
way home early on May 26, po- 
lice said. 

The 30-year-old was walking 
on Carlton Avenue, near Wil- 
loughby Street, at 4 am, when 
she was attacked by a man and a 
woman walking toward her. 

The man snatched the victim’s 
handbag and punched her in the 
face, leaving her with a swollen 
black eye. He then threw her 
down on the pavement, which 
left her leg scratched and bleed- 
ing, and dashed off toward De- 
Kalb Avenue with bag in hand. 

Burglars visit 

Home construction projects 
always involve minor setbacks. 
But this one was more major. 

Someone swiped more than a 
dozen tools, entertainment 
equipment and a bicycle from a 
Steuben Street home overnight 
on May 24, police said. 

The 59-year-old owner, who 
is staying on Hall Street while 
the work is being done, left his 
home, between Park and Myrtle 
avenues, just before midnight. 
When he returned at 10 am the 
following day, the glass front 
door had been shattered. Shards 
littered the entryway and it was 
clear someone had been inside. 

All together, the items were 
worth nearly $2,200. 

Mystery shoot 

Armed thugs seem to be try- 
ing to return Myrtle Avenue to its 
onetime moniker, “Murder Av- 

Gunfire rang out for at least a 
second time this month near 
Myrtle Avenue, when police said 
a Navy Street resident was shot 
at least four times — and sur- 
vived — near a Hudson Walk 
housing project on May 23. Bul- 
lets struck the victim in the chin, 
the chest, the left arm and the left 
leg when they erupted from a 
building just off Myrtle Avenue, 
shortly before 10:30 pm. 

On May 12, a 36-year-old man 
was shot several times as he 
walked into a deli on the comer of 
Myrtle and Carlton avenues, just 
two blocks from Fort Greene Park, 
around 3 am. That same comer 
was the also site of a May 5 shoot- 
ing, when a 28-year-old was 
wounded by gunfire from a pass- 
ing car around 4 am, police said. 

Car swiped 

A Brooklyn man’s car was 
stolen from Grand Avenue while 
he toiled at a construction site 
nearby, police said. 

The victim parked the Toyota 
Camry near Gates Avenue at 
6:30 am on May 21 . When he re- 
turned at 3 pm, the 1997 sedan 
had disappeared without a trace. 


Father-son 

A teenager and his dad helped 
cops capture the leader of a band 
of thugs that allegedly tried to 
rob the boy on May 14. 

The episode began at 3:40 
pm, when the 15-year-old vic- 
tim was walking home from 
school on Hicks Street, near the 
comer of Baltic Street. Sudden- 
ly a pack of four teens rushed 
him and the leader insisted, 
“Give them everything in your 
pockets.” 

The terrified boy turned over 
his cellphone and a few other 
personal items and, as soon as 
the brutes turned away, he 
rushed home. The victim sum- 
moned his father, and the pair 
raced back out to the street, 
where the young thugs still lin- 
gered. Emboldened by their fa- 
milial bond, the pair chased the 
leader down Baltic Street — 
where he was captured by De- 
tective Edward Cesario. 

The 14-year-old now faces at- 
tempted robbery charges. 

Two arrested 

Police nabbed two of three 
thieves who allegedly attacked a 
woman on the comer of President 
and Smith streets, on May 9. 

The feisty 42-year-old was 
cornered by three strangers 
shortly after 9 am and backed 
into a fence, police said. One 
robber snatched her cellphone 
while the other two held her 
arms. But when they let go, the 
woman grabbed the mobile back 
and ran off to dial 911. 

Police arrived and searched 
the area, finding two suspects. 
Officer Kenny Cunningham ar- 
rested the boys, ages 15 and 16, 
on robbery charges. 

Quick clean-out 

It was like a home remodeling 
show gone wrong when burglars 
took nearly everything but the 
kitchen sink from a Mill Street 
home on May 16. 

Craziest part is, they did it in 
less than half an hour. 

The 62-year-old victim left 
her home, near Hicks Street, at 
1 1 am, police said. When she re- 
turned 25 minutes later, her win- 
dow was damaged and thieves 
had removed more than $500 in 
electronics and furniture. 


Civics target 
newsboxes 



The Park Slope Civic Council wants to replace private m 
boxes (left) with a modern, all-in-one version (right). 


By Michael McLaughlin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Park Slope Civic Coun- 
cil wants to reduce by half the 
number of free publications 
available on some busy street 
comers, claiming that their box- 
es are unattractive and a nui- 

“The sprawl of unfettered 
newspaper boxes presents an 
eyesore and, to some degree, a 
public nuisance,” said Civic 
Council Second Vice President 
Ken Freeman. 

The epicenter of the contro- 
versy is the northeastern comer 
of Seventh Avenue and Ninth 
Street, where there are 16 kiosks 
holding periodicals such as the 
Village Voice, Hoy, and the 
Onion, plus advertising circulars. 
Learning Annex catalogues and 
other publications. 

In July, the Civic Council 
plans to install a modem module 
that holds eight titles. About five 
containers would be removed 
and the remaining three would 
be relocated to less-crowded cor- 


Council brunch at the Prospect 
Park YMCA about three months 
ago, but complaints date further 
back. 

Brace Pienkny, a Civic Coun- 
cil member who was at that 
brunch, was commissioned to 
create the new bin. It didn’t hurt 
that he works for the street furni- 
ture company, City Solve. 

“We do a lot of overall quali- 
ty-of-life work,” Pienkny said. 

The Brooklyn Paper with- 
drew all of its street boxes last 
year and before that did not have 
boxes at the comer of Seventh 
and Ninth because of the unusu- 
al clutter there, Publisher Ed 
Weintrob said. 

The Paper nonetheless be- 
lieves that “excessive restrictions 
on box placement, including al- 
lowing government or even a 
well-intentioned civic group to 
determine where newspapers 
may circulate would be a threat 
to freedom of speech,” Weintrob 

Freeman denied that the 
Council had censorship in mind. 

“This is not a campaign 
against free newspapers,” he 
said. “We’re looking for those 
publishers to be our partners.” 


Yards renters to 
appeal ruling 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A group of renters living in 
the footprint of Atlantic Yards 
vowed to take their case to an- 
other court after a State Su- 
preme Court judge dismissed 
their case last month. 

The lawsuit was filed on be- 
half of 11 rent-stabilized tenants 
who charge that the Empire State 
Development Corporation, 
which is overseeing Atlantic 
Yards, failed to adequately com- 
pensate protected tenants whose 
leases were canceled when 
ESDC condemned their build- 
ings to pave the way for Brace 
Ratner’s mega-development. 

The ESDC has said that Rat- 
ner must shoulder the burden of 
the relocating tenants. But the 
lawsuit argues that the reloca- 
tion assistance offered by the 
developer is riddled with loop- 
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holes and conditions that reduce 
it to a “sham.” 

Justice Walter B . Tolub ruled 
that the suit should be taken to 
state’s Appellate Division, a 
court with a reputation for fa- 
voring the state in eminent-do- 
main-related cases. 

Attorney George Locker, 
who is representing the renters 
at 473 Dean St. and 634 Pacific 
St., said he’ll appeal. 

“The state has taken a rent- 
stabilized lease and a home for 
many years without providing 
appropriate compensation,” he 
said. “This case must be heard 

AJ. Carter, a spokesman for 
the ESDC, said the agency was 
pleased with the procedural victo- 
ry. But he declined to comment 

The decision filed by Tolub 
said that the tenants are “con- 
demnees” who could challenge 
the state on eminent domain 
procedure, but not, as Locker 
attempted, using rent-stabiliza- 
tion laws as their sword. 

One eminent domain lawyer 
said that the decision put Locker 
between a rock of an unfriendly 
Appellate court and a hard place 
of eminent domain law, which is 
geared towards compensating 
owners, not tenants. 

“[The decision created] a real 
Catch-22,” said Michael Rikon, 
an eminent domain lawyer who 
represented tenants who lost their 
homes to Ratner’s Metrotech 
project in the late 1980s. 

“Tolub is defining the [ten- 
ants] as ‘condemnees,’ but they 
have not been given the right to 
compensation that the condem- 
nee is allowed. And this deci- 
sion will make getting that 
compensation tougher.” 

Rikon said Locker had tried 
to avoid this scenario by chal- 
lenging the ESDC using hous- 
ing laws that protect tenants. 

“Now that intervention may 
be impossible,” Rikon said. 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 


78th Precinct 


At least three cars were bro- 
ken into, three motorcycles and 
two bicycles swiped, and one 
cabbie ripped off in unrelated 
vehicular incidents in Park 
Slope over the last two weeks. 

The wheely bad fortnight be- 
gan at 5:30 pm on May 17, when 
a man parked his Yamaha motor- 
cycle on Polhemus Place, that 
quirky one-block street between 
Garfield and Carroll streets. 

The 25-year-old man told 
cops that his silver chopper — 
valued at $8,200 — had been se- 
cured with a wheel lock that ob- 
viously did not deter the crooks. 

• Two days later, a woman told 
cops that her fancy European bi- 
cycle had been taken from the 
parking meter to which she had 
chained it at around 3 pm. 

• One hour later, when she re- 
turned to the spot, which was on 
Seventh Avenue between Fifth 
and Sixth streets, the $600 Bi- 
anchi bike was gone. 

• Then, on May 21 , a woman’s 
1998 Chrysler Suburban was bro- 
ken into and $50 in “miscella- 
neous items” taken. The car had 
been parked on Pacific Street be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues at 
around 7:30 pm. When she re- 
turned to it less than an hour later, 
she found the telltale broken glass 
on the street. 

• On the same day, a 32-year- 
old man told cops that his $750 


Trek bike — which had been 
chained to a fence on 12th Street 
between Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West at around 
7:30 pm — was gone when he 
returned to it 90 minutes later. 

• The next morning, a man’s 
Suzuki cycle was stolen from in 
front of a home on Eighth Street 
between Seventh and Eighth av- 


enues. He told cops he had parked 
the $7500 chopper there at 1 am 
and it was gone eight hours later. 

• A few hours later, a woman’s 
Ford Focus was broken into and 
robbed of its JVC stereo system, 
valued at $150. The woman told 
cops that she had parked the 2000 
car at around 2:45 near the Brook- 
lyn Public Library central branch 
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on Grand Army Plaza, and when 
she returned to it about three hours 
later, the stereo was gone. 

• The next night, a man’s 
2000 Agusta chopper was taken 
from its parking spot on Berke- 
ley Place between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues. The $10,000 
two-wheeler had been parked at 
around 9 pm on May 23, but 
was missing when the 24-year- 
old owner tried to go for a ride 

• Another car was broken into 
on May 24, cops said. In this 
case, a 42-year-old woman had 
parked the 2003 Toyota on 
Fourth Avenue between Baltic 
and Warren streets at around 8:15 
am. When she returned to it at 
5:30, she saw that the back right 
window had been smashed and 
her Nextel phone had been taken. 

• And on May 26, a livery car 
driver said one of his passengers 
ran out of the cab with the dri- 
ver’s handbag, which contained 
$432, credit cards and vitamins. 

The cabbie, a 40-year-old 
Staten Island woman, told cops 
that she had picked up the pas- 
senger at around 1 pm outside 
390 Fifth Ave. But at some point 
during the ride, the perp — 
whose description consists solely 
of his “dark” skin tone and his 
“Caesar”-style haircut — 
jumped out with the driver’s bag. 

Burglar nabbed 

A hapless burglar broke into 
an apartment on Prospect Park 
West on May 26 and filled his 
pockets with jewelry and col- 
lectible coins, but was nabbed by 
cops as he tried to get away on 
the fire escape, police said. 

Cops said that the 43-year-old 
cat burglar had used the same 
fire escape to break into the 
fourth-floor apartment, which is 
between 10th and 11th streets, at 
around 10 pm. 

Once inside, he grabbed a box 
containing 57 pairs of earrings, 
four rings, four necklaces, 31 an- 
tique coins and $117 in other 


cash, plus a digital camera. But 
he never made it back to street 
level before the cops nabbed him 
and charged him with burglary. 

Pool haul 

One thing that all perps should 
keep in mind: If you’re going to 
bash a club bouncer over the 
head with a beer bottle — and 
then steal his chain — you prob- 
ably should not leave behind 
your backpack and your ID card. 

One Bushwick man will soon 
learn that lesson, as cops have 
his name and address from a 
May 25 incident in which he 
may have been involved. 

According to police, the man 
and his friends were drinking 
beer as they left a popular pool 
hall on Fifth Avenue between 
14th and 15th streets at around 
9:30 pm. 

When the security guard 
stopped them and asked them to 
return inside the building with 
their open containers, the gang 
turned on him, bashing his head 
with the beer bottles and stealing 
his chain. 

The men were long gone by 
the time cops arrived, but the of- 
ficers caught a big break: one of 
the alleged assaulters had left his 
knapsack behind. 

The ID card not only had the 
possible perp’s name and ad- 
dress, but also a picture of his 
face, which comes in handy for 
detectives. 

Bus bumping 

A woman lost her fancy de- 
signer cellphone in a clean pick 
on the B71 bus on May 24. 

The woman immediately told 
the driver to stop the bus after she 
felt someone bump into her at 
around 2:10 pm. When she 
searched her left pocket, the “lim- 
ited edition,” $500 Diane von 
Furstenburg Sidekick was gone. 

The bus driver had pulled over 
at the comer of Union Street and 
Seventh Avenue, but the pick- 
pocket could not be found. 


Yards renters to 
appeal ruling 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A group of renters living in 
the footprint of Atlantic Yards 
vowed to take their case to an- 
other court after a State Su- 
preme Court judge dismissed 
their case last month. 

The lawsuit was filed on be- 
half of 1 1 rent-stabilized tenants 
who charge that the Empire 
State Development Corporation, 
which is overseeing Atlantic 
Yards, failed to adequately com- 
pensate protected tenants whose 
leases were canceled when 
ESDC condemned their build- 
ings to pave the way for Bruce 
Ratner’s mega-development. 

The ESDC has said that Rat- 
ner must shoulder the burden of 
the relocating tenants. But the 
lawsuit argues that the reloca- 
tion assistance offered by the 
developer is riddled with loop- 
holes and conditions that reduce 
it to a “sham.” 

Justice Walter B . Tolub ruled 
that the suit should be taken to 
state’s Appellate Division, a 
court with a reputation for fa- 
voring the state in eminent-do- 

Attomey George Locker, 
who is representing the renters 
at 473 Dean St. and 634 Pacific 
St., said he’ll appeal. 

“The state has taken a rent- 
stabilized lease and a home for 
many years without providing 


appropriate compensation,” he 
said. “This case must be heard 
on its merits.” 

A.J. Carter, a spokesman for 
the ESDC, said the agency was 
pleased with the procedural victo- 
ry. But he declined to comment 

The decision filed by Tolub 
said that the tenants are “con- 
demnees” who could challenge 
the state on eminent domain 
procedure, but not, as Locker at- 
tempted, using rent-stabilization 
laws as their sword. 

One eminent domain lawyer 
said that the decision put Locker 
between a rock of an unfriendly 
Appellate court and a hard place 
of eminent domain law, which is 
geared towards compensating 
owners, not tenants. 

“[The decision created] a real 
Catch-22,” said Michael Rikon, 
an eminent domain lawyer who 
represented tenants who lost their 
homes to Ratner’s Metrotech 
project in the late 1980s. 

“Tolub is defining the [ten- 
ants] as ‘condemnees,’ but they 
have not been given the right to 
compensation that the condem- 
nee is allowed. And this deci- 
sion will make getting that com- 
pensation tougher.” 

Rikon said Locker had tried 
to avoid this scenario by chal- 
lenging the ESDC using hous- 
ing laws that protect tenants. 

“Now that intervention may 
be impossible,” Rikon said. 
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Hygienic thief loots candy shop 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


Crime never pays — but it 
can work up a sweat. 

This was the lesson at a 
Third Avenue candy store, 
which was looted out of almost 
$6,000 worth of cash and mer- 
chandise on May 23. 

The 46-year-old owner 
closed the store, which is near 
74th Street, at 7 pm, only to re- 
turn the next morning to find 
the locks to his gate clipped, the 
front door lock broken, and his 
store ransacked. 

Cops say the perp made off 
with an ATM, two boxes con- 
taining $2,000, phone cards val- 
ued at $800, $2,400 worth of 
assorted cigarettes, and $200 
worth of deodorant. 

The police are on the scent. 

3-earred thief 

A 30-year-old man left his 
Fifth Avenue apartment for 
work and came home to find 
his front door broken and his 
property stolen on May 23. 

The victim returned to his 
apartment, which is near 82nd 
Street, around 7 pm, when he 
discovered that someone had 
broken through the front door 
and helped himself to a laptop, 
three cellphones and $2. 

Hulking crook 

A 27-year-old man locked up 
his 13th Avenue cigar store at 
around 4 pm on May 24, and 
returned the next morning to 
discover that someone had 


POLICE BLOTTER 


pushed through his wall and 
made off with some cash. 

Cops say the perp punched 
through the south wall of the 
store, which is attached to an 
apartment building near 73rd 
Street, and made off with $3,160 
and two cartons of cigarettes be- 
fore fleeing through the hole. 

Gang assault 

they attacked a 35-year-old man 
early one morning on the N 
train on May 24. 

The assault happened at 3:50 
am, after the victim hopped the 
Manhattan-bound train at the 
62nd Street station. That is when 
four young men grabbed him 
from behind, punched him in the 
face and stomach, then used a 
knife to cut his pocket and steal 
his cellphone and wallet. 

The victim quickly alerted 
authorities, who later nabbed 
the four men — ages 16, 19, 
21 , and 25 — and recovered the 
stolen property. 

Cops say all four men are all 
being charged with gang assault 
causing physical injury. 

Van stolen 

A 35-year-old man parked 
his 1996 Dodge Caravan on 
79th Street near Fifth Avenue at 
5:30 pm on May 24, and re- 
turned at 7 am the next morning 
to discover it missing. 

Cops say there was no bro- 
ken glass at the scene. They re- 
main on the lookout for the van, 
valued at $4,500. 


62nd Precinct 


Thief caught 

A man helped catch a burglar 
who broke into his 81st Street 
apartment building on May 28. 

The victim returned to his 
building, which is near Bay 
Parkway, at around 10:20 am, 
and saw the thug breaking into 
a basement door. That’s when 
the victim nabbed the thug, 
who was caught with $250 in 
one hand, and his burglary tools 
in the other, police said. 

The victim waited for police 
to arrive, holding the 18-year- 
old thief. No word yet if the 
62nd Precinct hired the 38- 
year-old hero. 

Lake St. swipe 

A woman returned to her 
Lake Street apartment to find a 
side door open and her cash, 
jewelry and medication missing 
on May 25. 

The 37-year-old victim came 
back to her apartment, which is 
near Kings Flighway, at around 
1 1 am. She discovered that the 
thieves had broken in and took 
$600, including jewelry and 
medication, police said. 

No neighbors saw the day- 

Store swipe 

A woman shopping in an 
86th Street department store 
had her wallet swiped on May 
25. 


The 62-year-old victim was 
waiting on the line to pay for her 
items at the store, which is near 
18th Avenue. At around 7:30 pm, 
she reached into her purse for her 
wallet, but came up empty. 

Meanwhile, the thief got 
away with $500, including 
credit and debit cards, police 

N train troubles 

A teenage girl who was 
robbed at the N train’s New 
Utrecht stop later helped catch 
the thug who took her $400 
cellphone and threatened her 
with a box cutter on May 25, 
police said. 

She was exiting the station, 
which is near 62nd street, at 
around 2 pm, when the 15-year- 
old punk stopped her and swiped 
the cellphone from her front 
pocket. He fled down 16th Av- 
enue, but was later caught, thanks 
to a positive ID from the victim. 

The cellphone was returned 
to the 17-year-old Sheepshead 
Bay HS student. 

Mischief 

Two workers at a Bay Park- 
way department store had their 
lockers broken into and their 
property stolen on May 24. 

The employees returned to 
their lockers at around 6 pm to 
find their purses on the floor, 
and their cellphones, credit and 
debit cards missing, police said. 
The lockers are within the de- 
partment store, which is near 
Cropsey Avenue. 

Get lost 

An Avenue P resident had his 
car broken into, and his naviga- 
tional system stolen, on May 22. 


The victim had parked the 
car on Avenue P, near West 
First Street, and discovered the 
break-in at around 1 1 pm. The 
thieves broke the rear passenger 
window to take the system, 
which is worth $ 1 ,200 , police 
said. 

Scam granny 

An elderly woman was 
conned into giving money and 
jewelry to a stranger who drove 
her home on May 22. 

The 84-year-old woman first 
met the stranger on 23rd Av- 
enue, near 86th Street, at 
around 10:30 am. They began 
talking when the criminal of- 
fered to take her home. 

Then, things got fishy. The 
thief told the victim that she 
was very sick and that the only 
way to get better was for the 
victim to give her all of her 
money. She ran into the house 
and gave the thug $1,500 in 
cash, and a necklace worth 
$2,000, police said. 

The thief fled the scene in a 
silver four-door sedan. 

Duo caught 

A dastardly duo was caught 
in the act of breaking into a 
Benson Ave home on May 22. 

Neighbors alerted police 
that they saw a woman climb- 
ing through a window of the 
apartment at around 3 pm. Po- 
lice rushed to the building, 
which is near Bay 19th Street, 
to find a woman outside hold- 
ing a baby as the lookout, and 
the climber inside the apart- 
ment with property in hand, 
police said. 

Both were taken into custody 
on burglary charges. 
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Civics target 
newsboxes 



The Park Slope Civic Council wants to replace prival 
boxes (left) with a modern, all-in-one version (right). 

By Michael McLaughlin cil brunch at the Pros] 

for The Brooklyn Paper YMCA about three mo 

— „ — . _ T but complaints date furtl 

The Park Slope Civic Council Bruce Pienkn a ci , 
wants to reduce by half the num- cil member who wa) 
ber of free publications available brunchj was commiss 

on some busy street comers, crea te the new bin. It d 
claiming that their boxes are un- that be works for ^ stI 
attractive and a nuisance. ture company, City Solv 

“The sprawl of unfettered “We do a lot of over 
newspaper boxes presents an ty-of-life work," Pienkn 
eyesore and, to some degree, a The Brooklyn Paper 
public nuisance,” said Civic all of its street boxes lasl 
Council Second Vice President before that did not have 
Ken Freeman. the comer of Seventh a 

The epicenter of the contro- because of the unusu: 
versy is the northeastern comer there, Publisher Ed Wein 

of Seventh Avenue and Ninth The Paper nonetht 
Street, where there are 1 6 kiosks lieves that “excessive re 
holding periodicals such as the on box placement, incl 
Village Voice, Hoy, and the lowing government o 
Onion, plus advertising circulars, well-intentioned civic 
Learning Annex catalogues and determine where ne 
other publications. may circulate would bi 

In July, the Civic Council to freedom of speech,” 
plans to install a modem module said, 
that holds eight titles. About five Freeman denied 
containers would be removed and Council had censorship 
the remaining three would be re- “This is not a i 
located to less-crowded comers. against free newspap 
Talk of consolidating newspa- said. “We’re looking 

per boxes began at a Civic Coun- publishers to be our pari 


Yards renters to 
appeal ruling 


Good at any location. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A group of renters living in the 
footprint of Atlantic Yards vowed 
to take their case to another court 
after a Stale Supreme Court judge 
dismissed their case last month. 

The lawsuit was filed on be- 
half of 1 1 rent-stabilized tenants 
who charge that the Empire State 
Development Corporation, which 
is overseeing Atlantic Yards, 
failed to adequately compensate 
protected tenants whose leases 
were canceled when ESDC con- 
demned their buildings to pave 
the way for Bmce Ratner’s 
mega-development. 

The ESDC has said that Ratner 
must shoulder the burden of the 
relocating tenants. But the lawsuit 
argues that the relocation assis- 
tance offered by the developer is 
riddled with loopholes and condi- 
tions that reduce it to a “sham.” 

But Justice Walter B. Tolub 
mled that the suit had been filed 
in the “wrong church and the 
wrong pew” and should be taken 
to state’s Appellate Division, a 
court with a reputation for favor- 
ing the state in eminent-domain- 
related cases. 

Attorney George Locker, who 


ate compensation,” he said. “Thi: 
case must be heard on it merits.” 

AJ. Carter, a spokesman foi 
the ESDC, said the agency wa: 
pleased with the procedural vie 
tory. But he declined to commen 
further. 

The decision filed by Tolul 
said that the tenants are “con 
demnees” who could challengs 
the state on eminent domain pro 
cedure, but not, as Locker at 
tempted, using rent-stabilizatior 
laws as their sword. 

One eminent domain lawyei 
said that the decision put Locke: 
between a rock of an unfriendlj 
Appellate court and a hard placs 
of eminent domain law, which i: 
geared towards comf inj 
owners, not tenants. 

“[The decision created] a rea 
Catch-22,” said Michael Rikon 
an eminent domain lawyer wht 
represented tenants who lost thei 
homes to Ratner’s Metrotecl 
project in the late 1980s. 

“Tolub is defining the [tenants 
as ‘condemnees,’ but they have no 
been given the right to compensa 
tion that the condemnee is allowed 
And this decision will make get 
ting that compensation tougher.” 
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Hitless wonder learns a 
hard lesson at the plate 


T his week, i did something 

that no grown man should do: I paid 
a man $45 to teach me how to hit a 
baseball. 

In theory, the batting lesson had a legiti- 
mate purpose: On Saturday night, I will 
join several Paper colleagues, plus a hand- 
ful of other local scribes, in a bitter, nasty 
game of hardball (for charity!) against the 
front office staff of the Brooklyn Cyclones. 
My goal, you see, is to help my team 

But arriving at Brooklyn Indoor Sports 
Center in Sunset Park the other day, I real- 
ized that my quest for a sweet stroke was 
merely the athletic equivalent of cosmetic 
surgery — a vanity-driven move designed 
solely to stave off the inevitable humiliation 
that comes from spending your entire adult 
life hitting nothing but weak groundballs 
back to the pitcher. 

But so what if vanity was behind my 
batting lesson? Thirteen-year-old girls are 
getting breast implants as bat-mitzvah gifts, 
so can’t a middle-aged guy get a chance at 
glory (which, in my case, would be a 10- 
bounce dribbler that finds a hole between 
the shortstop and the third baseman)? 
Apparently, no. 

“The lesson is for you?!” my batting 
guru, John Torres, said as I entered the 
cage, helmet in hand. “I thought it was a 
lesson for, you know, a kid.” 

I explained about the charity game. I told 


ANGLE LiUMIS 


HUMILIATION 


him that I just wanted to do a good job, you 
know, “for the kids” (the charity game is 
for the kids, right?). 

“OK,” said Torres, who’s also the head 
baseball coach at St. Joseph’s College in 
Clinton Hill. “Let’s see what you got.” 

I took a few swings and my personal 
batting coach noticed one problem right 

“Do you always swing with your arms 
so far out?” he asked. 

No, I thought. Sometimes I don’t swing 
at all. But I told him that men of my gener- 
ation — the Dave Kingman generation — 
were taught to extend their arms as far as 
they’d go. 

Tip number one: Don’t extend the arms 
as far as they’d go. 

Torres gave me a simple drill, telling me 
to place one end of the bat against my 
bellybutton and the other against a wall. 
Then he told me to take a few swings. 
When I hit the wall, it meant I was extend- 
io far. 



Brooklyn Paper editor Gersh Kuntzman shows off that ground-ball form while being 
taunted by his hitting guru, J.T. Torres, the head baseball coach at St. Joseph's College. 


ened swings, I actually did feel like I’d 
learned something. 

Then he started throwing hardballs at 
me. Other obvious problems with my swing 
presented themselves like a corpse on a 
medical examiner’s gurney. 

“You’re all off-balance,” said the base- 
ball whisperer. “When the pitch is inside, 
you get jammed up. When it’s outside, 
you’re trying so hard to pull it, that you 
can’t get any power.” 

Tip number two: Open up your swing by 
when the pitch is inside and close your 
swing when the pitch is away. 

I started getting the hang of it, so Torres 
started throwing me curve balls. 

Perhaps you’re familiar with old Looney 
Tunes films of Elmer Fudd trying so hard to 
hit a curveball that he ends up swinging, 
missing and screwing himself into the soil. 
I’m starring in the live-action remake of 
those cartoons (and, like Ringo said, all I 
gotta do is act naturally). 

Tip number three: Keep your hands 
back. If the pitch is a curveball, you’ll have 
time to adjust to the slower speed. 

Sure enough, I started hitting a few. But 
I still wasn’t driving the ball sharply. The 
reason? My bat moves through the strike 
zone like a plastic knife through caramel. 

“We need to work on your bat speed,” 
Torres said. “I have a drill for bat speed. 
Close your eyes.” 

Close my eyes? What, am I supposed to 
feel the force, Master Yoda? 

“I’ll yell ‘Open’ just as the ball is getting 
to you. That way, you won’t have time to 
think. You’ll just swing.” 

Sure enough, this worked, too. I’d open 
my eyes just in time to start a shorter, 
quicker swing — and I even made contact. 

A few more practice swings and my con- 
fidence was soaring. Then time was up, so 
Torres wished me luck and went to the oth- 
er cage to teach a 6-year-old. 

With a little time to kill, I decided to put 
my freshly honed skills to work, and 
bought a few tokens for the batting cage. I 
figured I’d warm up with a round of 60- 
mile-per-hour meatballs before trying to hit 
the 70-mph fastballs. I put my token in and 
got my 10 pitches: 

Swing and amiss. 

Swing and amiss. 

Swing and amiss. 

Swing and a miss. 

Swing and amiss. 

Swing and a miss. 

Swing and a miss. 

Foul tip. 

Swing and a miss. 

So much for confidence. 

The Brooklyn Cyclones' front office will 
play 12 charity games in 24 hours, start- 
ing at 4:30 pm on Saturday, June 2 at 
Keyspan Park (1904 Surf Ave., at West 
17th Street in Coney Island). The game 
against the journalists will be at midnight. 
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In the two years that Joe served as principal, he did an outstanding job 

Ms. Tettonis, who is currently principal of PS 1 70, The Lexington School, 

recruiting teachers, students and staff to the Hellenic Classical Charter 

will be joining the Hellenic Classical Charter School this summer. 

School. He helped build a learning environment committed to educational 

Ms. Tettonis is an accomplished school leader who helps accelerate student 

excellence, and we will be forever gratefid for his contributions. Under his 

learning through innovative curriculum and instructional models. Under 

guidance, student outcomes have risen to among the highest in the city: On 

her leadership, PS 170 received recognition from the New York State Edu- 

the 2006 New York State English Language Arts Examination and 2006 

cation Department as a “High Performing/Gap Closing School” (2006) 

New York State Mathematics Examination, the Third and Fourth Grade 

and “NYSESLAT- Closing the Achievement Gap School” (2005). It was 

Students of the Hellenic Classical Charter School EXCEEDED the averages 

named a New York City Exemplary School for the Arts after Christina 

at both grades and ranked 6th amongst all New York City Charter Schools 

established partnerships with over twenty-five different art organizations 

and 87. 5 % of last year’s 4th graders scored at or above grade level on the 

throughout the city to ensure that all four disciplines of the arts could be 

New York State Science Examination. 

offered at the school. In addition, PS 170’s Young Ambassador Program has 


been featured on Channel 13, and the school has won the City-Wide Ezra 

Now, after guiding our school through the start-up process, Mr. Martucci 

Jack Keats Book Making Contest and the Carnegie Hall Kids Notes 

has decided to take a new position at the end of the school year. He will be 

Contest. Ms. Tettonis is also a Cahn Fellow at Columbia University. 

leaving us on July 1, 2007. 



We welcome Ms. Tettonis as the new principal of Hellenic Classical Charter 


School and look forward to the energy and drive 


she will bring to her position. 



646 Fifth Avenue | Brooklyn a New York 11215 | ( 718 ) 499-0957 
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Tween bandits terrorize 
shoppers in P’Heights 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A band of little girls is making a 
mockery of the gender’s reputation as 
“sugar, spice and everything nice” by 
terrorizing full-grown adults in Prospect 
Heights, sparking a police investigation 
into the attacks and raising concern 
among residents that the crimes might 
comprise a new and unnerving trend. 

In at least three instances over the past 
two months, a group of adolescents head- 
ed by one or two young girls has ap- 
proached pedestrians and either hit them 
over the head with a blunt object or point- 
ed what looked to be a toy gun in their di- 

The perpetrators demanded nothing. In- 
deed, they appeared to have no motive be- 
yond the sheer fun of harassing pedestri- 
ans, according to victims and the police. 

“It seems odd," said Deputy Inspector 
John Cosgrove, command- 
ing officer of the 77th 
Precinct, where all three in- 


me to do something. I was taken aback. I 
mean, the normal reaction is to attack, 
but they were so young, and girls.” 

After hesitating, Eddy rushed at the 
girls, prompting a counter-attack by two 
slightly older boys who had been lurking 
in the background. 

When they tried to hit Eddy on the 
head, she yelled “like a crazy woman,” 
and one of the boys pulled out a small 
silver gun that Eddy presumed was a toy 
because of its size and the boy’s age. 
Eddy fled across the street. The kids ran 
in the opposite direction. 

Eddy has since heard of similar at- 
tacks and told The Brooklyn Paper, “I 
fear it’s the start of a trend.” 

Indeed, her story is eerily similar to that 
of a woman who calls herself “Flo” and 
posted her account on a neighborhood mes- 
sage board, www.dailyheights.com. 

Four days following Eddy’s attack, Flo 
was walking along St. Johns Place, be- 


tween Washington and Classon avenues, 
at around 4 pm, when she was “struck in 
the head” with an unidentified object. 

“I was stunned. Literally,” she wrote. 

When Flo turned around, she saw 
three or four young girls between 15 and 
20 years old fleeing across the street. Flo 
followed, but to no avail. 

The third assault occurred about two 
months ago to a man named Raymond 
Alberts and his wife as they were walk- 
ing along St. Marks Place between Clas- 
son and Grand avenues. 

“As we were walking, we saw a kid hid- 
ing behind a Dumpster,” Alberts told The 
Paper. “My wife says, ‘He’s got a gun.’” 

Alberts, 56, estimated the kid was be- 
tween 13 and 17 years old. He was ac- 
companied by an “overweight boy” of 
about the same age. 

“I turn around, and he points the silver 
gun at me ... We kept on walking ... He 
was just smiling.” 


Alberts promptly reported the incident 
to the cops, who sent out an officer to in- 
vestigate. 

“He comes back and says it was a toy 
gun, and he said it wasn’t a boy, it was an 
ugly girl,” said Alberts. 

In retrospect, Alberts believes that “If 
they had arrested the kid, these other at- 
tacks wouldn’t have happened.” 

Cosgrove said the precinct is investi- 
gating the assaults. And Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) reminded 
residents to “alert elected officials and 
come to precinct council meetings.” 

But one neighbor had more homespun 
advice. 

“I guess, kids do bad things at times,” 
said Bob Biegen of the Prospect Heights 
Association. 

“It would be great if they could be 
caught and someone could just sit down 
and talk to them about life and how it 
should be lived.” 


cidents occurred. “Generally, 
there’s a demand for money, 
or some other accompanying 
demand, that’s the stimulant 
for an assault ... Or there’s 
generally some [back] story 
that makes the attack seem 
plausible. Absent that, it 
seems odd.” 

Cosgrove added that the 
prominent role of young 
girls is “uncommon.” 

Victims seemed just as 
bewildered. 

“They literally came out 
of nowhere,” said Jess 
Eddy, a 29-year-old graphic 
designer who was only two 
blocks from home when she 
was assaulted on May 15 at 
about 10 pm. 

“I was on Prospect Place, 
near Vanderbilt Avenue, 
when I got struck on the 
head from behind,” she 
said. “I turned around, and 
there were six to eight kids, 
with two little girls in front, 
who were between 12 and 
13 years old. 

“They were waiting for 


Brett Cohen (left) and his father, Robert, with the 
new gravestone for Brett's great, great, great grand- 
father, Beekman Moore Grannat, who served as a 
Corporal in Company K of the 47th NY Infantry dur- 
ing the Civil War. 
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Civil War action at Green-Wood 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Green-Wood Cemetery did more 
than pay lip service to fallen veter- 
ans this Memorial Day, as its 
grounds were filled with the sights, 
sounds, and memories of the Civil 
War. 

Hundreds of historians, descen- 
dants of Civil War veterans, and col- 
orfully dressed re-enactors marched 
into the beloved boneyard behind a 
drum-and-fife corps and read the 
names of nearly 3,000 Civil War vets 
whose bodies were recently found to 
be buried on the Green-Wood 
grounds. 

The cemetery initially thought that 
only a few hundred soldiers from the 
War Between the States were resting 
within its Sunset Park boundaries. 

But further research uncovered 
2,998 graves — almost all of them 


unmarked. And over the past few 
weeks, cemetery volunteers replaced 
1 ,200 gravestones that had vanished 
in the 150 years since the war. 

One of the new gravestones hon- 
ored Beekman Moore Grannat, a 
Greenpoint native who was a corpo- 
ral in the Union army. 

He was also the great, great grand- 
father of Robert Cohen, who attend- 
ed Monday’s event. 

“It’s good to see the record of peo- 
ple who came before us,” he said. 
“The people who worked [organizing 
the event] did a fantastic job. It was 
something great.” 

In addition to its Civil War vets, 
Green- Wood Cemetery is the final 
resting place of nearly 10 generations 
of New York legends, from Laura 
Keene, an actress who was on stage 
when Lincoln was shot, to Charles 
Ebbets, the former owner of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. 


Members of the 67th New York Infantry fire off one of the cannons during the ceremony. 
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Finally! O'Hara's back 
on the rolls (no, really) 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Political gadfly John Ken- 
nedy O’Hara registered to vote 
last Wednesday — the first step 
on a path that the disbarred 
lawyer hopes will lead to the 
resurrection of a career de- 
stroyed after District Attorney 
Charles Hynes prosecuted him 
for listing the wrong address on 
his voter registration form. 

“The last time I voted was 
for Ross Perot,” said O’Hara, 
46, after emerging from the 
Brooklyn Board of Elections 
on Adams Street. 

“It feels good to be back,” he 

What a long, strange trip it 
In 1997, a few years after he 


ran against Assemblyman Jim 
Brennan, a Hynes pal, O’Hara 
was convicted of registering to 
vote at his girlfriend’s Sunset 
Park address, rather than at his 
permanent address 14 blocks 
away in the same neighbor- 

O’Hara has long contended 
that his prosecution was merely 
political payback for the years 
he spent battling the Kings 
Country Democratic Party. Not 
only did O’Hara run against 
Brennan (D-Park Slope) in 
1990, but he also helped anoth- 
er candidate oppose Brennan in 
1992. 

O’Hara, who ran for office 
five times in Brooklyn, likes to 
say he is the first person since 
Susan B. Anthony to be suc- 
cessfully prosecuted in New 


York State for voting outside of 
his district. 

When not appealing his 
felony conviction, O’Hara 
spent 214 days spearing trash in 
16 Brooklyn parks. In New 
York State, a convicted felon 
can regain the right to vote once 
his sentence is complete. 
O'Hara finished his 1 500 hours 
of community service by 
sweeping up in a Bay Ridge 
park on May 18. 

It wasn’t always easy. 

“It was a little tough some- 
times when you would see 
someone you know,” said 
O’Hara. “I got that once or 
twice, but you gotta take it.” 

Now that O’Hara is a full- 
fledged citizen once again, he has 
big plans. First, he wants to be re- 
instated to the New York bar. Af- 



Ex-con John O'Hara and his new voter registration form. 


ter that, anything’s possible. 

“The race for District Attor- 
ney begins in two years, one 
week, five days and six hours 
from now,” said O’Hara. 

Now that he’s registered in 
the right place, that is. 

Hynes’s office had no com- 


Toxic avengers target Target 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Environmentalists — some in hazmat suits, some 
in tank tops — protested outside of Target at the At- 
lantic Terminal Mall on May 24, decrying the dis- 
count chain’s refusal to phase out the sale of some 
vinyl products, which are believed to release danger- 
ous toxins into the environment. 

The protestors, from Wetlands Activism Collection, a 
New York-based organization, pointed out that plenty of 
Target’s competitors, like Wal-Mart, Nike, Microsoft, 
Ikea, and H&M, have already begun phasing out the de- 
structive products. Simultaneous protests were held in 
200 locations throughout the country. 
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Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign. The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

June 8, 1957 Dodgers 9-Reds 2 
Johnny Podres wins his second game of the week, extend- 
ing the Brooks' win streak to five. Rube Walker's three-run 
homer was all Podres needed to gain his sixth win. 
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CIRCUS... 

Continued from page 1 

bulldozed in anticipation of getting a city greenlight to 
build. 

The announcement comes five months after rumors 
swirled around the possibility that a different show — 
the Big Apple Circus — was coming to town. And 
chief Sideshow freak Dick Zigun takes credit for trans- 
forming the idle gossip into an actual circus. 

“Many ideas get tossed around at Coney Island De- 
velopment Corporation meetings in private and only 10 
percent see the light of day,” said Zigun, a member of 
the CIDC. 

“There was once general, non-specific talk of Thor 
having a circus for interim use of the property, and I 
provided a specific name and phone number." 

Cole Bros. Circus’s 2,000-seat big top will sit just 
off the Boardwalk on the now-vacant lot between Still- 
well Avenue and West 12th Street. 

The twice-daily Cole Bros. Circus performances 
(three on Saturday) will run from July 30-Aug. 4. Tickets 
are $17 for adults and $12 for children. Visit www.cole- 
broscircus.com to buy tickets. Also in store is a "Mon- 
day Movie Madness" festival, starting July 9, and the 
Hippo Slide, supposedly the world's largest inflatable 
water slide. 
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Rap session 

Third annual Brooklyn Hip-Hop fest brings it all back home 


By Darius Vansluytman 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I t wasn’t so long ago that Brooklyn was syn- 
onymous with hip-hop. From anthems like 
Cut Master D.C.’s “Brooklyn Rocks the 
Best” to the Beastie Boys’ “No Sleep ’til 
Brooklyn,” the borough was the undisputed 
home of the musical movement. 

But as Jay-Z moved, in his own words, 
“from Marcy to Madison Square,” and hip-hop 
supergroups were made by record company fo- 
cus groups rather than fans, Brooklyn somehow 
lost its cache. 

But beginning on June 7, the Brooklyn Hip- 
Hop Festival again proves that Brooklyn can 
still deliver the goods. 

“We want to give back to real hip-hop fans,” 
said Ryan Hobbs, one of the organizers of the 
three-year-old festival in DUMBO. “There is so 
much watered-down music, and fans don’t get 
to decide what they want to hear. They’re like 
robots to Clear Channel, BET, and MTV.” The 
festival , according to Hobbs, is hoping to add a 
little more substance to the borough’s current 
rap diet. 

The festival kicks off with a tribute to Stax 
Records, the legendary soul label whose 
records have been endlessly referenced and 
sampled by hip-hop acts. Ralph McDaniels, 
host of the long-running “Video Music Box” 
television show, a precursor of “Yo! MTV 
Raps,” will emcee the event. 

The Festival will continue through June with 
photo exhibits, performances and workshops 
- on June 22, the 1983 hip-hop movie “Wild 
Style” will be screened — and will culminate 



Fish 'Face': Ghostface Killah headlines the Brooklyn Hip-Hop festival on June 23 . 


HIP SHEET 

Love hip-hop but feeling woefully out of date? GO Brooklyn understands. With 
the Third Annual Brooklyn Hip-Hop Festival in mind, we've compiled the need-to- 
know stats of some of the festival's most exciting performers so that nobody will 
be the wiser. — Chris O'Connell 

ALIAS 

REAL NAME 

ALBUM TO KNOW 

CHOICE LYRIC 

Ghostface Killah 

Dennis Coles 

Supreme Clientele 

"Under my wing like $anford and Son, I'm a big gun like Big 
Pun, Big L and Jason" 

Large Professor 

William Paul Mitchell 

TheLP 

"You see it's all in my blood so 1 could never be a dud / The 
street mentality, I'll have you like 'What?'" 

Dres 

Andres Titus 

A Wolf in Sheep's 
Clothing 

"1 got brothers in the Jungle, cousins on the Quest / Deaf re- 
tarded uncles, in parties where they rest" 

Consequence 

Dexter Raymond 
Mills, Jr. 

Don't Quit Your 
Day Job 

"While you playin' hokey pokey, there's no time to be dokey 
/ 'Cuz 1 come out to play every night like Charles Oakley" 

Skillz 

Donnie Shaquan 

From Where??? 

"Your favorite rapper, 1 got his ass not breathin' / You seen 
me with Missy so it's VA season" 



on Saturday, June 23 with a concert in Empire- 
Fulton Ferry State Park headlined by Ghostface 
Killah. 

The concert, certainly the festival’s most-an- 
ticipated event, begins at noon and goes all day. 
And the artist list reads like a rap-geek guide- 
book: Fans will be able to catch Dres (of Black 
Sheep); Large Professor; and underdog heroes 
like Skillz and Consequence, the former A 
Tribe Called Quest collaborator who is current- 
ly signed to Kanye West’s record label. 

Of course, everyone is talking about Mr. Kil- 
lah. 

“Getting Ghost meant a lot,” beamed Hobbs. 
“He’s the epitome of New York City.” 

For many of the artists associated with this 
year’s festival, there is a feeling that the stakes 
are a little bit higher. Many of rap’s elite have 
recently been reading hip-hop’s epitaph, most 
notably Nas, whose 2006 album was titled 
“Hip-Hop is Dead.” The record sent goose 
bumps up the spines of fans and artists alike. “I 
think Nas’ comment was more of a challenge,” 
rapper Consequence told GO Brooklyn. ‘Tf you 
want to change things, you’ve got to start doing 
it. I don’t get mad at the game, I change the 
game.” 

And he isn’t the only one . With an eye on the 
ever-changing scene, festival organizers have 
booked a number of emerging artists like the 
curiously named trio, Tanya Morgan. When 
asked why they believed hip-hop purists were 
flocking to their sound, Tanya Morgan member 
Donwill responded, “I think we’re bringing 
some personality into the game. Beats and 
rhymes will get you only so far.” 

The Festival is proof positive that hip-hop is 
not only alive and kicking (sorry, Nas), but that 
Brooklyn remains at its cutting edge. Last 
year’s festival found 3,000 fans standing in the 
pouring rain just to be part of the event, and this 
year promises to be even bigger. 

“We want thousands of satisfied fans walk- 
ing out of the park saying they can’t wait for 
next year,” Hobbs said. 

So even if it never really left, hip-hop in 
Brooklyn looks to be well taken care of. “Hip- 
hop is hip-hop,” performer Poison Pen re- 
marked, “but it feels good to be able to repre- 
sent it for the hometown.” 


MUSIC 


Child’s play 

We’re not sure if child labor laws apply to punk 
rockers, but the parents of the bands performing at 
Southpaw’s “Tiny Smooshy Sunday on Fire” had bet- 
ter watch out — these kids are doing plenty of work. 

The three bands playing — Smoosh, Tiny Mas- 
ters of Today and Care 
Bears on Fire (pictured) 
— are all preteens and 
are, in this case, rocking 
out to help other young- 

The concert benefits 
826Brooklyn, a non- 
profit founded by former 
literary heartthrob Dave 
Eggers to help local kids 
improve their reading 
and writing skills. 

“Every project we 
have, whether it’s tutor- 
ing or workshops, gets kids to see the physical 
manifestation of their writing,” said Jen Snow, 
826Brooklyn’s director of development. “And be- 
cause we’re dedicated to the skills of kids ages 6 to 
18, we realized [this concert] just made sense.” 

And, unlike taking out the trash or washing dish- 
es, the kids don’t seem to mind helping with the 
chore. 

“I thought it’d be cool to be able to help other 
kids,” said Isadora “Izzy” Schappell-Spillman, vo- 
calist and drummer of Care Bares on Fire. “It’s a 
really cool thing for kids to have the opportunity to 
do, so we wanted to help keep that going.” 

"Tiny Smooshy Sunday on Fire" will take 
place at 2 pm on June 3 at Southpaw (125 Fifth 
Ave., between Sterling and St. Johns places in 
Park Slope). Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 
for kids 16 and younger. For information, visit 
www.826nyc.org. — Sarah McCormick 
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So long, Billy 

Galapagos plans move to 
new home in DUMBO 


Galapagos Art Space, the pioneering bar and 
performing arts collective that helped put 
Williamsburg on the cultural map when it opened 
in 1995, is moving to DUMBO. 

“We turned down offers of more space in Wash- 
ington, DC and Berlin,” Director Robert Elmes 
(pictured) told GO 
Brooklyn. “We were 
determined to stay in 
Brooklyn. 

Hoping to ditch his 
$10,000 monthly rent, 

Elmes looked in newly 
hot Bushwick, but 
couldn’t find the right 

The choice ended up 
being made for him 
when Two Trees Man- 
agement, DUMBO’s 
resident real-estate behe- 
mouth, offered 10,000 square feet at about half the 
rent that Elmes was paying in Williamsburg. 

The move to the newly-green 16 Main St. puts 
Galapagos on the same block as powerHouse Are- 
na and St. Ann’s Warehouse — whose artistic di- 
rector, Susan Feldman, in a neighborly gesture, has 
been given a spot on Galapagos’s advisory board 
as has Brooklyn Academy of Music President 
Karen Brooks Hopkins. 

The new threesome will make DUMBO “the 
cultural creative capital of New York,” according 
to Tucker Reed of the DUMBO Improvement Dis- 



Elmes wants Galapagos to become more than 
just a nighttime destination by offering daytime 
programs for children. “It’s all about leading a 
community towards strengthening it, and making 
it an environment of safety and knowledge,” 
Elmes said. “We’re doing our best to be inclusive 
and really weave ourselves into the fabric of the 
city.” — Chris Varmus 
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Sunday, June 3 | Noon-5:30 pm 
Rain or Shine 

Celebrate our national flower in style with an afternoon 
of outdoor jazz performances, kids’ workshops, and 
special tours of Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s famed 
Cranford Rose Garden. 

Performances By: 

Marje Wagner & Friends (i pm) 

Gretchen Parlato & Lionel Loueke ( 2:30 pm)* 
The Christian Howes Quartet Featuring 
Bobby Floyd (4 pm) 

* This portion of the concert will be recorded live and broadcast on Wednesday, 


JUNf is HOII month 

June 1-30 

Delight the senses at Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
during June Is Rose Month, a monthlong celebration 
honoring the beauty and history of the rose in the 
Cranford Rose Garden. 


Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

900 Washington Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11225 
Subway: 2/3 to Eastern Parkway or Q to Prospect Park 
Parking available for a nominal fee. 

For a full schedule, visit bbg.org or call 718-623-7333. 


M what's for 

breakfast? 9 9 



Busy Chef helps you answer the "what’s fqr.break- 
fast?" dilemma by offering wholesome, coiwenient, 
great tasting meals you can feel gooMrout eating 
and serving to your friends and family! 

Everything we make is not only delicio®, it’s good for 
you too. So stop in and pick up breakfaand get to 
what’s great about life., living. 

busyCHEF 

Time for something good 



For All You Indoor & Outdoor Gardening Needs 

Mill Lane Nursery 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Garden Center & Greenhouse 



10% OFF 

All Trees & Shrubs 
with Coupon. 

All Brooklyn Botanical Garden 
Members get 10 % off Entire Purchase 


a 


Full Florist Selection 

Soils • Seeds • Mulch • Garden Tools • Pottery 
Garden Accents • House Plants • Hanging Baskets 

Large selection of shrubs 
& evergreen trees, flowers, 
annuals, perennials, herbs, 

& exotic plants 

( 718 ) 209*11081 

187 S Ralph Avenue (Flatlandi & Am. J) 

A division of Dragonetti Brothers Landscaping 

Open 7 Days A Wttk § am -7 pm 
Delivery Available 
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IS THIS YOUR 

EMERGENCY 

COMMUNICATION 

PLAN? 



■ Pick two places to meet - one near your home and 
another farther away in case you can’t get back to your 
neighborhood. 


■ Ask an out-of-state friend or relative to be your family 
contact, because it may be easier to call out of the area 
if local phone lines are overloaded. 

■ Make sure everyone knows and carries the 
meeting places and contact information at all times. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE? Take our interactive Readiness 
Quiz at www.nyredcross.org/brooklynl and you’ll receive 
a free 16-page Family Preparedness Guide. Plus you’ll be 
eligible to win a fully-stocked Red Cross GO BAG for two. 


Get Ready, Brooklyn! 


GET A KIT • MAKE A PLAN • BE INFORMED 
www.nyredcross.org/brooklynl 


Sponsored by a grant from the New York City Council 

• 2007 Arnie Levin from cartoonbank.com. All Rights Reserved. 


READY 

NEW YORK 
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Good all over 


Cheryls Global Soul definitely has plenty of it 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

J ust around the comer from 
Richard Meier’s 15-story “On 
Prospect Park,” the stunning glass 
condo tower with the multi-million- 
dollar units, is Cheryl’s Global Soul — 
an eatery that reflects the ever-changing 
Prospect Heights neighborhood. 

In October, owner and chef Cheryl 
Smith opened her “cozy cafe around 
the way,” with 40 seats and a menu of- 
fering house-baked breakfast items and 
a lunch menu of soups, salads and gen- 
tly priced sandwiches with names like 
“Latoya,” “Heidi” and “Linus.” 

The dining room sports a long brick 
wall painted soft white, while the other 
side of the space has raw wood paneling. 

“It’s a gallery and lobster shack in 
one,” said my husband Bob. With one 
space giving a nod to the Brooklyn 
Museum (a block from the eatery) and 
the future tenants of Meier’s building, 
and the other reflecting a humbler 
crowd, Bob was right. 

The small room fits Smith’s “global 
fusion” cooking. The former Food Net- 
work star of “Melting Pot,” who has 
cooked in the kitchens of Match, Toc- 
queville and Lola, offers a diner menu 
with just four starters and seven entrees. 

The limited selection is offset by a 
global reach that encompasses Thai- 
land, the West Indies, Japan, Morocco 
and Korea, with good old American 
burgers, magnificent fries and down- 
home favorites like barbequed ribs ap- 
pearing as specials. 

Menus like Smith’s usually make me 
nervous; when I see “Thai Coconut Cur- 
ry Mussels” next to “Grilled Jerked 



DINING 


Cheryl's Global Soul (236 Underhill 
Ave., between Eastern Parkway and Lin- 
coln Place in Prospect Heights) accepts 
cash only. Entrees: $13-$22. Breakfast 
items, lunch and dinner are available 
from Tuesday through Sunday. Brunch is 

Closed Monday. Subway: 2,3 to Eastern 
Parkway/Brooklyn Museum. For infor- 
mation, call !34 75 329-2855 or visit 
www.cherylsglobalsoul.com. 


Chicken Wings,” I assume I’ll be served 
so-so versions of both. After all, how 
many cuisines can one chef pull off? 

But from the first taste of silky soup 
to the last bite of dessert, I can tell you 


All's fare: The food at Cheryl's Glob- 
al Soul in Prospect Heights, like the 
Cuban black bean soup, top, keeps 
travelers from near and far coming 
to the cozy dining room, above. 


that Smith understands the essence of a 
cuisine. Those coconut mussels, for in- 
stance, were all layers of flavor, not just 
a single shot of heat and curry. And 
she’s aware that diners look for com- 
forting food with bold flavors that un- 
fold slowly (that’s where the “soul” 
comes in), and modest items such as 
potatoes and greens cooked with care. 

The wine list is small, with one 
choice of Pinot Grigio, one choice of 


chardonnay and so on. Smith serves a 
few cocktails, fresh squeezed juices and 
homemade ginger beer, any of which 
would have been an improvement on 
the glass of nothing-special sauvignon 
blanc I ordered. 

Bob ordered carrot soup, a starter I 
wrote off as banal. I was wrong. This 
herbaceous, silky puree was the 
essence of the vegetable’s clean, sweet 
taste. A swirl of rich olive oil added to 
the creaminess. 

Just as luxurious was a hefty portion 
of sake-glazed salmon that oozed its 
juices onto a pile of lightly sauteed 
spinach and nutty jasmine rice. The 
liquor added just a touch of sweetness 
to the fish and complemented the 
earthy taste of its partners. 

Bulgogi, a Korean dish of grilled, 
marinated steak (the word means “fire 
meat” in Korean) subbed a lush rib eye 
steak for the usual slices of sirloin, mak- 
ing a decadently fatty, mineral-rich dish. 
Served whole, the meat wore a criss- 
cross of smoky char marks. It was great, 
especially partnered with crisp, slender 
fries that absorbed the beef’s pungent 
juices. A bundle of fresh watercress in 
light sesame dressing freshened the plate. 

A pile of Creole barbecued shrimp ar- 
rived in a light, garlicky sauce with the 
tang of lemon and accompanied by a pile 
of mashed potatoes and sauteed spinach. 
Wildly innovative? No. Just a joy to eat. 

Desserts also make an impact. The 
bread pudding is like slices of not-too- 
sweet, dense and creamy custard. It’s 
served warm with a scoop of good vanil- 
la ice cream and a few wild blueberries. 
There’s no novelty about the finale, but 
having tasted so many dry or cloying 
sweet versions, I’m happy to try one that 
works. The “Kiss” is an adult version of 
lemon meringue pie. Too-sweet and 
overly fluffy meringue, though, is traded 
for barely sweetened whipped cream, 
leaving an intensely tart layer of citrus 
custard. (The acidity makes you pucker, 
hence the name.) With a cup of the 
strong coffee brewed here, the desserts 
make for a happy ending. 

After an evening following the glo- 
betrotting Smith to Thailand, Korea and 
back home, I am happy to report that 
she never lost her way. 


DUMBO dish 


They say that the way to a man’s 
heart is through his stomach, and the 
American Cancer Society in DUMBO 
is banking on it. 

On June 5, the institution is hosting a 
foodie blowout fundraiser hosted by 
cookbook titan Rozanne Gold and ra- 
dio gourmand Arthur Schwartz (pic- 
tured). Manning the stoves will be top- 
drawer local kitchen talent like Jacques 
Gautier of Palo Santo, Michael Ayoub 
of Fomino, Robert Weiner of Le Petit 
Marche, and Daniel Eardley, the chef at 
Chestnut in Carroll Gardens. 

“I lost an aunt to cancer,” Gautier 
told GO Brooklyn, “so the event is very 
important to me.” 

The menu promises to include Ay- 


oub’s artisanal pizza, Gautier’s em- 
panadas and plenty of donated wine. 
Tickets start at $75, but tax-deductible 
snacking? That’s priceless. 

And if eating for a good cause isn’t 
enough for you, attendees do have a 
chance to win prizes like a day of beau- 
ty at Pilo Arts salon in Bay Ridge, a 
print from artist Barbara Danin or fur- 
niture from DUMBO loft-fumisher ex- 
traordinaire BoConcepts in a raffle mn 
by Gold and Schwartz. 

"Eat, Drink & Be Hopeful" will take 
place from 7-10 pm on June 5 at the 
powerHouse Arena (37 Main St., at 
Water Street in DUMBO) Tickets are 
$75 and up. For information, call (718) 
237-7851 x 91 14. — Tina Barry 



AUTHENTIC DOMINIl 


“Coma Como en su Casa" 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - 



4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 4 5 th sts.) (718) 438-2001 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • IT1B M 


THE "FIXE” IS IN AT TEMPO! 

The Great Neighborhood Restaurant Just Got Better!!! 

\ COMPLETE THREE COURSE DINNER-FULL MENU SELECTION 
\ $25 per person SUNDAY thru THURSDAY 

$35 per person FRIDAY and SATURDAY 

250 Bottle Wine Selection-21 Wines By The Glass-Full Bar 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURAN' 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 ■ www.tempobrooklyn.con 



LUNCH MON-FRI • DINNER 7 DAYS 

Catering and Party Packages 


Sunday Dinner Starts at 1pm 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 



order 


8727 -4th Avenue 

corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 


Sea 

4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 

1 5% off any order of 
$15 or more All SUMMER 

78 Clark Street at Henry St. • Bklyn Heights 

(718) 625-9893 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 1 lam-1 lpm 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 


\ 


RESTAURANT 



Fast, Free Delivery to: 
Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 




"Major local 
favorite"^^ 


i 


DINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING RATED 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES 1 1 


Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 
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By Louise Crawford 

for The Brooklyn Paper 




:o live on the 
cheap when I first came here,” 
people say hello to he recalled. “Sadly, it’s now 
their grocer or smile completely unaffordable for 95 
politely at their barista percent of the general popula- 
— it's not a relationship that tion.” 
requires much more. Park After further developing his 
Sloper Simon Dinnerstein dis- technique during a Fulbright 
agrees, going beyond the usual Scholarship-sponsored year in 
niceties of these daily interac- Germany, news about Dinner- 


M 


;n sketches 


is and developing relation- 
ships with the people he meets 
on Seventh Avenue. 

Sometimes, he 

Sure, it takes 
more time than just 
waving, but it has 
paid off — a draw- 
ing of the man from 
whom he buys 
cheese is now 
hanging in a fancy 


l traveled far from Brook- 
lyn. AMadison Avenue art deal- 
er, George Staempfli, agreed to 
s “all the way out” to Din- 


Simon Dinnerstein's portrait of Salem 
will be at the National Academy Museum 
(1083 Fifth Ave., at 90th Street in Manhattan) 
through June 24. For information, call (212) 
369-4880 or visit www.nationalacademy.org. 


When Dinnerstein, who has 
lived in the neighborhood since 
the 1960s, was asked to submit 
a drawing to the National Acad- 
emy Museum, a 200-year-old 
institution modeled after the 
French Academy in Paris and 
the Royal Academy in London, 
he selected his portrait of Wajih 
Salem, an owner of D’Vine 
Taste, a local gourmet shop. 

Bom in 1943 and raised in 
Brownsville, Dinnerstein stud- 
ied at the Brooklyn Museum 
Art School after graduating 
from City College. When he 
first moved to Park Slope, there 
were more working artists liv- 


nerstein’s Sunset Park studio, 
which was unusual at the time, 
to have a look at Dinnerstein’s 
half-finished work. 

“I think that’s a great pic- 
ture,” he told Dinnerstein, refer- 
ring to a piece called “Fulbright 
Triptich.” ‘Td like to own it.” 

A week later, the dealer 
called and offered to pay for 
the large painting in install- 
ments — a gesture that sup- 
ported Dinnerstein and his 
family for the two years that 
the painting took to complete. 

“It was a first-class rescue 
operation and it set everything 
in motion after that.” said 


Dinnerstein. 

Soon after, he received a cov- 
eted fellowship to the American 
Academy in Rome and moved 
his family there from 1976- 
1978. While in Italy, Dinner- 
stein refined his signature style, 
which can be described as figu- 
rative with a touch of magical 
realism. 

A close look at Dinnerstein’s 
work reveals an engagement 
with Brooklyn, its people and 
the artist’s personal history. His 
appreciation and involvement 
with the urban life of the com- 
munity enables Dinnerstein to 
look at the internal and external 
lives of the people around him. 

In recent years, he has 
worked on numerous paintings 
and drawings of the people he 
meets on Seventh Avenue. “It’s 
all about who I am struck by. I 
talk to them. They say some- 
thing that’s even more interest- 
ing. We connect,” he said. 

Sometimes he asks people he 
finds striking to pose for one of 
the drawing and painting class- 
es he teaches in his Park Slope 
brownstone. “You don’t search 
them out, it just happens. I keep 
my eye out and find something 
that I am interested in.” 

Dinnerstein’s portrait of 
Salem, who is pictured with a 
gigantic pencil cactus that Si- 
mon’s wife bought at Zuzu’s 
Petals, juxtaposes the complex 
fines of the plant with Salem’s 
long angularity. 

“He has a mystical and in- 


tense bearing,” Dinnerstein said. 
Working with Salem, he saw 
“great mystery and drama in his 
visual presence.” A reproduc- 
tion of the painting is taped to 
the window at D’Vine. When 
shopping there, Dinnerstein is 
often surprised to realize that 
“beside this tremendous sense 
of gravitas that [Salem] exudes, 
he’s also very fiinny.” 


Salem has attended numer- 
ous art shows where the paint- 
ing has been exhibited. “People 
look at the painting they look at 
me. One person touched my 
beard and said, ‘Is that real?”’ 
he said. 

He told GO Brooklyn that he 
looks forward to seeing his like- 
ness on the wall of such a pres- 
tigious museum. 


Dinnerstein has also sketched 
Thomas Parker, a barista at 
Connecticut Muffin on Sev- 
enth Avenue. Dinnerstein said 
that Parker caught his eye with 
a “regal and dignified” aura. 
He is a man who doesn’t ask 
too much and seems to have a 
real acceptance of people, of 
fife. The fines on his face re- 
veal his journey.” 
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Brushing up 

Park Slope painter heads uptown 


Dinnerstein is served: Park Slope artist Simon Dinnerstein, above, has made a name for 
himself by sketching the people he meets in the neighborhood. His painting of Wajih 
Salem, pictured, is hanging at the National Academy Museum in Manhattan. 



The theme at this year’s Red Hook 
Waterfront Arts Festival is “Toler- 
ance,” and is most apparent in the fes- 
tival’s “Tolerance Tent,” a space 
where workshops and performances 
focusing on the theme — including 
dancers from Colombia, Brazil and 
Brooklyn, films from the “Red Hook 
Youth Film Festival” and live music 
— will be held. And be sure to stick 
around, as the event closes with a 
nighttime dance party. 

The event is geared towards en- 
couraging youngsters to develop their 
creative sides. “We are planting seeds 
in young people while they are young 
enough to change,” said Martha Bow- 
ers, executive director of Dance The- 
ater Etcetera, which organizes the fes- 


tival. “They are the people who will 
change the world.” 

With 14 years of experience, the 
organizers know this event is a big 
draw and have arranged for travelers 
from Manhattan and Queens to be 
brought over by boat. Not that Brook- 
lynites will be left out of the watery 
fun; Red Hook Boaters will be pro- 
viding free canoe and kayak rides 
during the festival. 

The 14th Annual Red Hook Wa- 
terfront Arts Festival will take 
place from 1 0 am-7 pm at Louis J. 
Valentino Jr. Park and Pier (at Cof- 
fey and Ferris streets in Red 
Hook). Free. For information, visit 
www.dancetheatreetcetera.org. 

— John N. Barclay 


Bob at BAM 

Lord of the ‘Dance Redford 
gives Brooklyn cold shoulder 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

R obert Redford wouldn’t talk. 
Even though his Sundance Insti- 
tute is bringing movies that pre- 
miered in January at the celebrated 
film festival in Park City, Utah, to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music — now 
through June 10 — the man who 
once played a hard-working journal- 
ist in “AJ1 the President’s Men” did 
not want to chat with the local press. 

We thought Redford would appre- 
ciate “The Chase,” but the movie star 
positioned himself “A Bridge Too 
Far,” keeping us from getting “Up 
Close and Personal.” It’s a shame too, 
because everyone else involved in Ihe 
project was more than happy to re- 
spond to our (far from) “Indecent Pro- 
posal” for an interview. 

Oh, well, maybe it’s just “The 
Way We Were.” 

Florence Almozin, curator at 
BAMCinematek, gladly chatted 
with GO Brooklyn about how she 
picked films that would resonate in 
Brooklyn. “I want to go after inter- 
esting directors and small films,” 


she said. “I don’t want to go after 
big budget films that will open 
everywhere.” 

Showing at this year’s “Sundance 
at BAM,” the second such event, 
will be “Padre Nuestro,” a thriller 
filmed in Brooklyn, and “Ban- 
ished,” by Prospect Heights resident 
Marco Williams. Additionally, Steve 
Buscemi’s new flick, “Delirious,” 
will show, but unfortunately, the 
Park Slope actor caught a bad case 
of the Redfords, too. 

With Redford not available to 
comment, John Cooper, Sundance’s 
director of programming, stepped in. 
This is Brooklyn, so naturally we 
were skeptical as to why our readers 
should pay good money for already- 
seen (though still, officially, unre- 
leased) movies. 

“We find the [Sundance Film] 
festival is a great platform, but the 
films we support are worth giving to 
another platform and another audi- 
ence,” he said. “It seemed more log- 
ical to create a continuum of support 
for these films at this time.” 

If that’s the case, we pestered, why 
not move the entire festival from Park 



Redford at BAM last year. 


City to Brooklyn? Surely, Kings 
County is better equipped to deal with 
such things as skiing injuries (great 
hospitals!), traffic (we already have 
gridlock, so the locals won’t even no- 
tice that the film festival is in town !) 
and movie stars (we have plenty of 
paparazzi to keep the celebs’ faces in 
the papers for weeks!). 

We sensed that we weren’t being 
too persuasive, but Cooper left the 
door open. 

“We have a history of being the 
most important festival in America, 
[so] it’s not out of the question to con- 
tinue to evolve this program,” he said. 

"Sundance Institute at BAM" 
runs through June 10 at the BAM 
Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette Ave., 
at Ashland Place in Fort Greene). 
Tickets are $11 per film. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 636-4100 or visit 
www.bam.org. 



M think green ” 


Specialist in Lamp Repair & Chandelier Restoration 
Floor & Table Lamps • Lamp Shades • Ceiling Fans • Mirros 
Tables • Decorative Accessories 


\m 


1 1073 - 39th St 

(cor. Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 


(718)436-2207 

Family Owned and 
Operated for over 30 years 


I kinds oil lidp IVc.mii tl™ 

SeHhelpPi Scnl« Sconce PVogjro-jrT 



Navigating the vast array of 
health care services and resources V 
can be confusing. Selfhelp has the I 
experience and knowledge to make 1 
e of it all for you and your loved ^ 
ones. ..relieving you of the worry. 

Benefits: 

• 24/7 Care Management 

• In-Home Assessments 

• Benefits & Entitlements Advocacy 

• Customized Care Plan 

• Crisis Intervention 






United Pentecostal 
Deliverance Temple 


invites you to 


Gospel/Crusade 


An Exceptional meal. 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • uGn 
Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 
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I AM THE LIGHT 
OF THE WORLD: 

HE THAT FOLLOWETH ME 
SHALL NOT WALK IN DARKNESS, 
BUT SHALL HAVE 
THE LIGHT OF LIFE. 


JOHN 8:12 


Friday, June 8, 2007 
7:00 PM 

NYC College of Technology 
285 Jay Street 

(between Tillary & Johnson Streets) 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 


All are welcome 


All seats are free 


Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 


For more information: 

Call (800) 935-3701 

Or visit us online at www.selfhelp.net 













The Brooklyn Community Chorus 


Shine the Light! 

Spring Concert 

Performing the music from the Renaissance, Classical, Folk 
and Pop styles, with a special tribute to Stephen Sondheim. 

Saturday, June 2nd, 2007 - 7:00 pm 
The Old First Reformed Church 

(at 7th Avenue and Carroll Street) 


Marlene Clary, Director 
with a guest appearance by 
the Berkeley Carroll Orchestra 
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‘Gang’signs 

Boroughs noisemakers go 
ape on new DVD release 




Baseball Cards 
Comics • Toys 
Sports Cards 
Bought & Sold 

lie Baseball Card 

DUGOUT 


453 COURT ST. • (718) 624-2527 

WWW.JOEROCKSCARDS.COM 



B rian Degraw, of the Brooklyn- 
based quartet Gang Gang Dance, 
doesn’t want to sit for an inter- 
view. But it’s not that reporters bother 
him — it’s just that he’s busy with 
more important things. 

‘Tve been looking for a tarantula all 
week and I finally found a place I can 
get one,” Degraw said. “It’s in upstate 
New York and I have to find a ride up 
there before they close. I’m kind of rac- 
ing the clock.” 

The spider was to be a prop for a 
video Degraw was making for Panda 
Bear, a member of the rock band Ani- 
mal Collective. He promised to call 
back once he was on the road, which 
happened sooner than expected. 

Degraw’s fascination with the ani- 
mal kingdom is well documented in his 
own band’s new film, “Retina Rid- 
dim.” Forgoing the narrative, tour diary 
route, the film instead favors a choppy, 
surreal visual exploration of Gang 
Gang Dance (comprised of Degraw, 
vocalist Liz Bougatsos, guitarist losh 
Diamond and drummer Tim DeWitt) 
and its improvisational, percussion 
driven, “neo-tribalist” sound. In fact, 
beyond the film footage, the DVD also 


comes with 24 minutes of previously 
unreleased music, much of it recorded 
live, on another disc. 

“People have described our sound as 
‘world music,’ but I’ve always de- 
spised that term, cause it doesn’t mean 
anything,” Degraw said. “It’s like, 
‘Here’s music that’s not white.’” 

Given Degraw’s background as an 
accomplished visual artist exhibiting in 
galleries across New York despite 
dropping out of art school, it seems 
only natural that his first attempt at 
filmmaking eschews the traditional 
documentary style, opting to meld mu- 
sic and imagery into a fractured, dis- 
jointed visual mosaic. 

“I filmed everything all the time,” 
explained Degraw, “I kept coming 
back from tour with stacks of tapes.” 

The footage is a collection of three 
years of globetrotting and cut together 
in a cinematic spasm. Incorporated 
within the band footage is a smattering 
of disjointed, repetitive kaleidoscopic 
shots and guerilla imagery, including 
an actual gorilla, also designed by De- 
graw, adorning the DVD’s cover. 

“I’ve always thought about the 
lines between the human and the 
lines between the animal world. The 
feeling that we all get when we play 
music is that we are doing something 



MUSIC 


"Retina Riddirn" is availabl 
Sound Fix (110 Bedford Ave. 
North 11th Street in Williamsbi 
$13.99. For information, 
www.thesocialregistry.com. 


Gang's all here: They've been around the world and back, and n 
Gang Gang Dance have a DVD — their first release since the 
claimed "God's Money" album — to prove it. 


instinctive.” 

Moving from regular old records 
into more interactive territory isn’t a 
surprising move from the band, how- 
ever. “Gang Gang Dance has always 
been a very forward thinking band, “ 
said Jim Colvill of the Social Registry, 
the band’s record label. ‘Tt is a very apt 
and appropriate way for them to be ap- 
proaching a new release. 

As reflected by “Retina Riddirn,” 
Gang Gang Dance have amassed an 
impressive following abroad. 

‘The U.S. is just inundated with so 
much s— t. The response here is very 


up and down. When we play Japan, the 
crowd seems super excited, like every- 
thing we do is new to them. We still get 
MySpace messages that say ‘Please 
come back, I think about the show all 
the time.’” 

Perhaps one of the most memorable 
overseas performances occurred in 
Slovenia. “We handed out drums dur- 
ing the set and the audience played 
twice as long as we did. We eventually 
became the audience,” he explained 
with no small amount of awe, “After a 
while, we left the venue and went to 
the bar across the street, drank and lis- 
tened to the audience play.” 

Now that the band has amassed a 
considerable following, fans and critics 
alike are voicing their anticipation and 
impatience for a new studio album. 


“We recorded at three different times 
at three different studios, and all three 
recordings were scrapped,” Degraw re- 
counted. “We had studio time in little 
spurts and we have these little windows 
to make a record, but we work best 
when we live in the studio and write in 
the studio.” 

The process hints at an almost ob- 
sessive tendency for perfectionism. 
“We want to the record to sound clean, 
but every time we record it ends up 
sounding too clean. 

“My ultimate goal would be to have 
Brian Eno produce the record. I’m a 
huge fan of his older records,” mused 
Degraw, Tve had a few people tell me 
it’s not all that unrealistic.” 

And judging by the band’s history, 
stranger things have happened. 


CHECKIN' IN WITH.. 


Gabriel Cohen 


Author and Sunny’s Read- 
ing Series founder Gabriel 
Cohen might have ditched 
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his Boerum Hill digs for the 
big sky country of Ditmas 
Park, but he's still got the 
old 'hood on the brain. His 
second novel, "Boombox" 

— out now from Academy 
Chicago Publishers — focus- 
es on a shared courtyard be- 
hind one of the neighbor- 
hood's row houses that 
becomes more of a battle- 
ground than backyard. 

Cohen dished to GO 
Brooklyn's Adam Rathe 
about his new novel, the 
fifth year of his reading se- 
ries and what's next for him. 

Q: The neighbors in your 
book definitely don’t get 
along. How do you get on 
with your own neighbors? 

A: Great. For 16 years, I 
lived on Wyckoff Street in 
Boerum Hill and I used to 
work in my kitchen, which 
faced the back courtyard — 
very similar to the book— 
and it was very quiet. A 
neighbor kid actually bought 
a big sound system and start- 
ed blasting rap music into the 
courtyard. That much is 
based in reality. It drove me 
nuts for a few months, but it 
occurred to me that instead of 
being frustrated with the 
problem, I should write about 
it instead. I should say that 
the other characters in the 
book are not based on real 
neighbors. 

Q: How was writing this 
book different for you than 
writing “Red Hook,” your 
first book? 

A: I didn’t have to deal with 
the genre elements of writing 
a mystery, which people ex- 
pected. It was similar in a 
sense because I was still writ- 
ing about the mystery of why 
people behave the way they 
do. It’s really the same chal- 

Q: What do you miss about 
living in Boerum Hill? 

A: I moved in 1990 and I saw 
that whole neighborhood 
change so drastically. When I 
moved in, I was right around 
the comer from the Gowanus 
Houses and I assumed that 
my block would never get 
gentrified. Obviously, I was 
really wrong. I got forced out 

— my landlord sold the little 
brick row house I was in for a 
million dollars. That just 
blew me away. I find the 
neighborhood really interest- 
ing in that those housing 
projects are just a block away 
from Smith Street and I real- 
ly wonder what people [in the 
housing projects] think of the 
invasion of their neighbor- 
hood. 

Q: What attracted you to Dit- 
mas Park? 

A: It’s a bizarre neighbor- 
hood in that I didn’t know it 
was here until recently. It 
doesn’t look like the rest of 
New York. It looks like a 
genteel Southern town — 
every house has a front 

Q: So, how did the reading 
series at Sunny’s begin? 

A: I was jogging through Red 
Hook and I ran into Sunny 
Balzano, who was standing 
outside his bar. He and his 


wife are both painters and 
they had this big interest in 
making the bar more than a 
bar. They wanted to do plays 
and live music and to have a 
lot of cultural stuff happening. 
They mentioned that to me 
and a lightbulb just went off 
over my head. It’s an incredi- 
bly beautiful bar and a great 
place to do a reading series. 

The series is going to have 
its fifth anniversary on June 3 . 
I’ve only read there twice. I 
read from this book last month. 

Q: What’s been your favorite 
part of the series? 

A: It provides an atmosphere 
that’s ideal for writers and the 
audience because it’s not easy 
to get to, so the people who 



show up are there because 
they care about good writing. 

Q: What are you planning for 
the anniversary? 

A: I’m having 16 different 
authors come and read one 
page from somebody else’s 
book that has inspired them. 

Q: Are you reading? 

A: No, but if I was reading, I 
would read the first page of 
John Updike’s “Rabbit at 
Rest.” 

Q: Since your novel is called 
“Boombox,” what do you lis- 
ten to your music on? 

A: I tend to listen to my iPod. 


Q: What’s i 


(t for you? 


A: My next book is coming 
out in November, it’s a sequel 
to “Red Hook,” and then I 
have a non-fiction book com- 
ing out in February. It’s a 
bizarre fluke that I haven’t 
had a book out in five years 
and now I have three books 
coming out in 10 months. 

"Boombox" is available at 
BookCourt (163 Court St., 
between Dean and Pacific 
streets in Cobble Hill). $16. 
For information, call (718) 
875-3677. 

The Fifth Anniversary of 
Sunny's Reading Series will 
take place at 3 pm on June 3 
at Sunny's (253 Conover St., 
at Reed Street in Red Hook). 
Free. For information, call 
(718) 625-821 1. 
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Marlene Clary, Director 
with a guest appearance by 
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B rian Degraw, of the Brooklyn- 
based quartet Gang Gang Dance, 
doesn’t want to sit for an inter- 
view. But it’s not that reporters bother 
him — it’s just that he’s busy with 
more important things. 

‘Tve been looking for a tarantula all 
week and I finally found a place I can 
get one,” Degraw said. “It’s in upstate 
New York and I have to find a ride up 
there before they close. I’m kind of rac- 
ing the clock.” 

The spider was to be a prop for a 
video Degraw was making for Panda 
Bear, a member of the rock band Ani- 
mal Collective. He promised to call 
back once he was on the road, which 
happened sooner than expected. 

Degraw’s fascination with the ani- 
mal kingdom is well documented in his 
own band’s new film, “Retina Rid- 
dim.” Forgoing the narrative, tour diary 
route, the film instead favors a choppy, 
surreal visual exploration of Gang 
Gang Dance (comprised of Degraw, 
vocalist Liz Bougatsos, guitarist losh 
Diamond and drummer Tim DeWitt) 
and its improvisational, percussion 
driven, “neo-tribalist” sound. In fact, 
beyond the film footage, the DVD also 


comes with 24 minutes of previously 
unreleased music, much of it recorded 
live, on another disc. 

“People have described our sound as 
‘world music,’ but I’ve always de- 
spised that term, cause it doesn’t mean 
anything,” Degraw said. “It’s like, 
‘Here’s music that’s not white.’” 

Given Degraw’s background as an 
accomplished visual artist exhibiting in 
galleries across New York despite 
dropping out of art school, it seems 
only natural that his first attempt at 
filmmaking eschews the traditional 
documentary style, opting to meld mu- 
sic and imagery into a fractured, dis- 
jointed visual mosaic. 

“I filmed everything all the time,” 
explained Degraw, “I kept coming 
back from tour with stacks of tapes.” 

The footage is a collection of three 
years of globetrotting and cut together 
in a cinematic spasm. Incorporated 
within the band footage is a smattering 
of disjointed, repetitive kaleidoscopic 
shots and guerilla imagery, including 
an actual gorilla, also designed by De- 
graw, adorning the DVD’s cover. 

“I’ve always thought about the 
lines between the human and the 
lines between the animal world. The 
feeling that we all get when we play 
music is that we are doing something 



MUSIC 


"Retina Riddirn" is availabl 
Sound Fix (110 Bedford Ave. 
North 11th Street in Williamsbi 
$13.99. For information, 
www.thesocialregistry.com. 


Gang's all here: They've been around the world and back, and n 
Gang Gang Dance have a DVD — their first release since the 
claimed "God's Money" album — to prove it. 


instinctive.” 

Moving from regular old records 
into more interactive territory isn’t a 
surprising move from the band, how- 
ever. “Gang Gang Dance has always 
been a very forward thinking band, “ 
said Jim Colvill of the Social Registry, 
the band’s record label. ‘Tt is a very apt 
and appropriate way for them to be ap- 
proaching a new release. 

As reflected by “Retina Riddirn,” 
Gang Gang Dance have amassed an 
impressive following abroad. 

‘The U.S. is just inundated with so 
much s— t. The response here is very 


up and down. When we play Japan, the 
crowd seems super excited, like every- 
thing we do is new to them. We still get 
MySpace messages that say ‘Please 
come back, I think about the show all 
the time.’” 

Perhaps one of the most memorable 
overseas performances occurred in 
Slovenia. “We handed out drums dur- 
ing the set and the audience played 
twice as long as we did. We eventually 
became the audience,” he explained 
with no small amount of awe, “After a 
while, we left the venue and went to 
the bar across the street, drank and lis- 
tened to the audience play.” 

Now that the band has amassed a 
considerable following, fans and critics 
alike are voicing their anticipation and 
impatience for a new studio album. 


“We recorded at three different times 
at three different studios, and all three 
recordings were scrapped,” Degraw re- 
counted. “We had studio time in little 
spurts and we have these little windows 
to make a record, but we work best 
when we live in the studio and write in 
the studio.” 

The process hints at an almost ob- 
sessive tendency for perfectionism. 
“We want to the record to sound clean, 
but every time we record it ends up 
sounding too clean. 

“My ultimate goal would be to have 
Brian Eno produce the record. I’m a 
huge fan of his older records,” mused 
Degraw, Tve had a few people tell me 
it’s not all that unrealistic.” 

And judging by the band’s history, 
stranger things have happened. 


CHECKIN' IN WITH.. 


Gabriel Cohen 


Author and Sunny’s Read- 
ing Series founder Gabriel 
Cohen might have ditched 
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his Boerum Hill digs for the 
big sky country of Ditmas 
Park, but he's still got the 
old 'hood on the brain. His 
second novel, "Boombox" 

— out now from Academy 
Chicago Publishers — focus- 
es on a shared courtyard be- 
hind one of the neighbor- 
hood's row houses that 
becomes more of a battle- 
ground than backyard. 

Cohen dished to GO 
Brooklyn's Adam Rathe 
about his new novel, the 
fifth year of his reading se- 
ries and what's next for him. 

Q: The neighbors in your 
book definitely don’t get 
along. How do you get on 
with your own neighbors? 

A: Great. For 16 years, I 
lived on Wyckoff Street in 
Boerum Hill and I used to 
work in my kitchen, which 
faced the back courtyard — 
very similar to the book— 
and it was very quiet. A 
neighbor kid actually bought 
a big sound system and start- 
ed blasting rap music into the 
courtyard. That much is 
based in reality. It drove me 
nuts for a few months, but it 
occurred to me that instead of 
being frustrated with the 
problem, I should write about 
it instead. I should say that 
the other characters in the 
book are not based on real 
neighbors. 

Q: How was writing this 
book different for you than 
writing “Red Hook,” your 
first book? 

A: I didn’t have to deal with 
the genre elements of writing 
a mystery, which people ex- 
pected. It was similar in a 
sense because I was still writ- 
ing about the mystery of why 
people behave the way they 
do. It’s really the same chal- 

Q: What do you miss about 
living in Boerum Hill? 

A: I moved in 1990 and I saw 
that whole neighborhood 
change so drastically. When I 
moved in, I was right around 
the comer from the Gowanus 
Houses and I assumed that 
my block would never get 
gentrified. Obviously, I was 
really wrong. I got forced out 

— my landlord sold the little 
brick row house I was in for a 
million dollars. That just 
blew me away. I find the 
neighborhood really interest- 
ing in that those housing 
projects are just a block away 
from Smith Street and I real- 
ly wonder what people [in the 
housing projects] think of the 
invasion of their neighbor- 
hood. 

Q: What attracted you to Dit- 
mas Park? 

A: It’s a bizarre neighbor- 
hood in that I didn’t know it 
was here until recently. It 
doesn’t look like the rest of 
New York. It looks like a 
genteel Southern town — 
every house has a front 

Q: So, how did the reading 
series at Sunny’s begin? 

A: I was jogging through Red 
Hook and I ran into Sunny 
Balzano, who was standing 
outside his bar. He and his 


wife are both painters and 
they had this big interest in 
making the bar more than a 
bar. They wanted to do plays 
and live music and to have a 
lot of cultural stuff happening. 
They mentioned that to me 
and a lightbulb just went off 
over my head. It’s an incredi- 
bly beautiful bar and a great 
place to do a reading series. 

The series is going to have 
its fifth anniversary on June 3 . 
I’ve only read there twice. I 
read from this book last month. 

Q: What’s been your favorite 
part of the series? 

A: It provides an atmosphere 
that’s ideal for writers and the 
audience because it’s not easy 
to get to, so the people who 



show up are there because 
they care about good writing. 

Q: What are you planning for 
the anniversary? 

A: I’m having 16 different 
authors come and read one 
page from somebody else’s 
book that has inspired them. 

Q: Are you reading? 

A: No, but if I was reading, I 
would read the first page of 
John Updike’s “Rabbit at 
Rest.” 

Q: Since your novel is called 
“Boombox,” what do you lis- 
ten to your music on? 

A: I tend to listen to my iPod. 


Q: What’s i 


ct for you? 


A: My next book is coming 
out in November, it’s a sequel 
to “Red Hook,” and then I 
have a non-fiction book com- 
ing out in February. It’s a 
bizarre fluke that I haven’t 
had a book out in five years 
and now I have three books 
coming out in 10 months. 

"Boombox" is available at 
BookCourt (163 Court St., 
between Dean and Pacific 
streets in Cobble Hill). $16. 
For information, call (718) 
875-3677. 

The Fifth Anniversary of 
Sunny's Reading Series will 
take place at 3 pm on June 3 
at Sunny's (253 Conover St., 
at Reed Street in Red Hook). 
Free. For information, call 
(718) 625-821 1. 
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Free feels SO good. Gail thought she had free checking at her old bank. So she was surprised by all the extra fees 
on her bank statement. That’s why she switched to Northfield. With Northfield FREE Checking there are no extra fees, no 
monthly charges, no surprises. And now Gail can check her account info and transfer funds whenever she wants — right 
from home — with FREE Online Banking and Bill Payment. 

FREE telephone banking • FREE online banking and bill payment • FREE debit/ATM card 
No minimum balance requirement • No monthly service charge • No per-check fees 


8512 3rd Avenue 
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Health, Mind & Body 


DENTISTS 


V Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 




CF.NF.RAT. & COSMETIC 

EXTRACTIONS 

DEVITSTRY 

PERIODONTAL WORK 

CROWNS 
E IIDGES 

PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 

Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(718) 768-8372 

Most Insurance & Union Plans 
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FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF ^ 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) i n -uf a nce 

TEST (718)622-8020 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modem and friendly office 


Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 


COSMETIC DENTISTRY ; Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Colot Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY ; Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 


Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 

Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 

www.strachandds.com 

• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 

IBsBBlH 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 


• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

- Painless, Non-Surgioal Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal - Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 


Kids can get strokes, too 


MAIMONIDES MEDICAL CENTER 



Maimonide s Medical Center 

Stroke is not just an adult 
condition. 

In the United States, it oc- 
curs in four out of 10,000 new- 
borns and three out of 100,000 
children per year. 

According to experts, about 
200 newborns bom in Brooklyn 
wiU suffer from a stroke this 
year, and about 40 children will 
have a new onset stroke. 

Under the leadership of Dr. 
Steven Pavlakis, Director of Pe- 
diatric Neurology at the Mai- 
monides Infants and Children's 
Hospital, a world-class Pedi- 
atric Stroke Service has been 
established. Considering that 
more babies are bom at Mai- 
monides than at any other hos- 
pital in the state of New York, 
this is a vital service for the pa- 
tients and communities of 
Brooklyn. 


“We've assembled an im- 
pressive team,” said Pavlakis. 
“Being part of an accredited 
Children’s Hospital means that 
all of the subspecialties are 
right here - working together to 
provide the best possible care 
for our young patients.” 

The team of experts is multi- 
disciplinary and includes the 
renowned interventional neuro- 
radiology and pediatric neuro- 
surgery divisions, in addition to 
pediatric neurology. Rounding 
out the team are specially 
trained nurses and therapists 
who help ensure the best reha- 
bilitation and recovery for each 
patient. 

Strokes in children — unlike 


by birth defects, infections, 
trauma, and blood disorders 
such as sickle cell disease. Peri- 
natal stroke occurs between 28 
weeks of gestation and one 
month following birth. Child- 
hood stroke occurs between one 
month and eighteen years of 
age, though it is more likely to 
occur in children under the age 
of two. During and shortly after 
delivery, babies can be at risk 
for stroke if there is a problem 
with the brain getting enough 
oxygen, a risk that is higher for 
premature babies. 

Fortunately, newborns and 
children receive the most ad- 
vanced assessment and treat- 
ment at the Maimonides Pedi- 
atric Stroke Service. One 
invaluable diagnostic tool being 
utilized is the Transcranial 
Doppler, an ultrasound machine 
that measures blood flowing 
though the arteries at the base 
of the brain. It’s a painless and 
relatively quick technique that 
assesses the risk of stroke. 

Because of the reputation for 
excellence of the Maimonides 
Pediatric Stroke Service, Pav- 
lakis and his associates were se- 
lected to participate in four na- 
tional studies. 

Two of the studies are under 
the auspices of NINDS (Na- 


tional Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke), a branch 
of the National Institutes of 
Health, and deal with the devel- 
opment of clinical tools that 
predict outcomes in children 
with stroke. 

Other studies, Baby Hugs 
and SWITCH, focus on sickle 
cell disease and are funded by 
the NHLBI (National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute). 

The Maimonides Pediatric 
Stroke Service has been ap- 
proved to develop a genetic 
database at the NIH repository 


for pediatric stroke, which will 
be the only genetic research ef- 
fort in pediatric stroke in the 
world. To further enhance re- 
search and treatment of stroke 
in children, Maimonides is a 
founding member of the Inter- 
national Stroke Group, and its 
stroke experts are the founders 
of the New York Stroke Group. 

Stroke symptoms in babies 
and children include: severe 
headache, speech difficulties, 
eye movement problems, and 
numbness. 

The National Stroke Associa- 


tion offers a helpful tool to help 
you remember these symptoms 
and respond quickly. It’s an 
acronym - FAST - and signi- 
fies face, arms, speech, and 

When you suspect a stroke is 
occurring, ask the child to 
smile, raise both arms, and re- 
peat a simple sentence. If one 
side of the face droops, one arm 
drifts downward, the words are 
slurred or the sentence is not re- 
peated correctly, call 911 imme- 
diately. 

Disabilities that occur as a 
result of stroke in children can 
differ from those in adults. 

According to the National 
Stroke Association, babies who 
have strokes in the womb or 
during the first month of life are 
at risk for cerebral palsy. 

In addition, mental retarda- 
tion, epilepsy, and other com- 
plications can occur. Both chil- 
dren and adults who suffer a 
stroke may have problems with 
speech and communication, 
paralysis or weakness on one 

Stroke treatments given 
within the first three hours after 
the onset of stroke symptoms 
are the most effective. As with 
adult stroke, every minute 
counts. Pavlakis urges rapid re- 
sponse after the onset of stroke 
symptoms. 

For more information on 
stroke in children, visit www. 
maimonidesmed .org . 


in adults — are mostly caused 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll &C Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Implant Restorations 

• White Fillings • Bonding 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 


Dr. Doug Pollack 


Cardiac service for women 


• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

inFuea 


cing Available TfiQ-KTAA 

: Plans Welcomed f 07*9 1 UU 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


■ TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 

Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 


• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

1 85 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 

Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


DERMATOLOGY 





FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails * 

27 8th Avenue I 1000 Park Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) I (at 84th Street) 

Park Slope, Brooklyn I New York City, NY 


(718) 636-0425 


(212) 288-1300 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE YOUR WORLD, 
FEEL BETTER! 

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. is a long time community activist and Social Therapist 
with 30 years experience. He works with people from all walks of life on issues 
of diversity, interracial relationships, anger, depression, career issues and more. 

INDIVIDUALS / COUPLES / GROUP THERAPY 
Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. 

104-106 South Oxford Street, Fort Greene • www.socialtherapygroup.com 

FREE CONSULTATION. CALL 718-797-3220 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp. in working with trauma survivors & those 
whom suffer with depression, anxiety 8c sleep disorders. 
Groups, Couples & Individuals Psychotherapy 


Lillian Engelson, LCSW 917 972-7138 

at • PVT Brooklyn Office 


New York Methodist Hospital 

When it comes to women’s 
heart health, Gioia Turitto, 
MD, chief of electrophysiolo- 
gy at New York Methodist 
Hospital, has a unique per- 
spective. 

As one of the few women 
practicing invasive cardiology, 
she is committed to ensuring 
that women get the treatment 
they need and deserve. 

“Seventy-five percent of my 
patients are men,” she said. 
“Women are underrepresented 
- even though cardiac disease is 
the No. 1 cause of death in 
women.” 

Turitto ’s dedication to wo- 
men’s cardiac health is shared by 
everyone at the New York 
Methodist-Comell Heart Center. 

“Thankfully, the traditional 
approach to women’s cardiac 
health is changing,” said Ter- 
rence Sacchi, MD, chief of car- 
diology at NYM. “For too long, 
women were ignored and neg- 
lected, in terms of both research 
studies and treatment.” 

Dr. Anthony Tortolani, MD, 
chairman of cardiothoracic sur- 
gery at NYM, noted that symp- 
toms in women differ from 

“Instead of the classic chest 
pain, women with coronary ar- 
tery disease most often experi- 
ence shortness of breath and fa- 
tigue,” he said. Further, he 


Cheers 
for EMS 

Lutheran Medical Center 

Lutheran Medical Center 
and emergency medical ser- 
vices (EMS) across the coun- 
try celebrated EMS week 
from May 20 to 26. 

All week long local commu- 
nities and medical personnel 
came together to publicize safe- 
ty and honor the dedication of 
those who provide the day-to- 
day lifesaving services on the 
medical “front line.” 

In honor of EMS Week, 
Lutheran Medical Center cele- 
brated two of its paramedics. 

John Kucelin, a Lutheran 
Medical Center paramedic 
since 1997, and Charles Hug- 
gins, a Lutheran Medical Cen- 
ter paramedic since 2004, were 
honored for heroic actions that 
ultimately saved the lives of a 
mother and her daughter who 
were overcome by carbon 
monoxide fumes. 

Each received Lutheran 
HealthCare’s Presidential Award, 
presented to employees whose 
actions are deemed extraordinary 
in services to patient care, hospi- 
tality, customer service or organi- 
zational effectiveness. 

Lutheran’s Ambulance depart- 
ment also recognized its “EMS 
Employees of the Year.” Danielle 
Moulton, EMT; Thomas Mal- 
one, EMT; Joe Braganza, para- 
medic; and Jay Swithers; para- 
medic, were all presented 
citations for exemplary service. 
The department consists of 50 
paramedics and 70 EMTs who 
save lives everyday. 


NEW YORK METHODIST HOSPITAL 



Dr. Gioia Turitto 


noted that stress tests are often 
less accurate in women than in 

“Even if a woman’s stress 
test is normal, it’s important to 
continue testing to rule out 
heart disease. At NYM, we 
have all the advanced equip- 
ment, like cardiac MRI, to con- 
duct such studies,” he said. 

All three physicians noted 
that major risk factors — hy- 
pertension, diabetes and obesity 
— are the same for men and 
women, as are lifestyle factors 
like diet and smoking. 

Turitto notes her special rela- 
tionship to her female patients. 
“When I first started practicing 
medicine, I felt like each patient 
could have been my grand- 


mother. Now, I feel like each 
could be my mother, and pretty 
soon, they’ll be my peers!” 

Cardiac Heart Services at the 
New York Methodist-Comell 
Heart Center include: 

•EKG 

• Stress Tests 

• Cardiac MRI 

• Electrophysiology (Bi- Ven- 
tricular Pacing, Cardioverter- 
Defibrillators , Ablation) 

• Cardiac Catheterization 

• Interventional Cardiology 
(Angioplasty and Stent Place- 

• Cardiac Surgery (Coronary 
Artery Bypass Surgery) 

For a referral to a cardiologist 
or cardiac surgeon affiliated with 
New York Methodist Hospital, 
please call the Institute for Cardi- 
ology and Cardiac Surgery at 
(866) 84-HEART or visit us on 
the Web at wwwtiym.org. 


A COMMON SIDE EFFECT 
OF MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS. 


Lose 21 Pounds in 4 Weeks! 



There's no magical formula for losing weight. 
There is however a medical one. Discover 
the difference a physician monitored weight 
loss program can make. Not only will you 
lose weight fast, it's safer and designed to 
maintain your weight loss permanently. If 
you're overweight, don't give up. Find out how 
fast, easy and affordable our programs con be. 
Consult one of our physitions today. 



teov*rhri*Mi«i|kfln! 

www.mdbethin.com 1-888-454-1913 


185 M0H1AGUE STREH, BROOKLYN 

Areas available to board certified physicians. ‘Results based on a random sample of 58 men and il women on our medically prescribed diet. Results may vary by center. Programs available for 18 years and older. 



"Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine" 



PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAL/S KINCARE SERVICES • LASER HAIR REDUCTION 
LASER FOTO-FACIAL REJUVENATION • ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS 
LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION PROGRAMS • SPORTS MEDICINE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
ACUPUNCTURE • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 


71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 • 718.797.9797 • www.lomawellness.com 
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PhysicAlly Active, 
Nature OmENTed. 
OuTdooR, TraveUnc^ 
Day Camp 

Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



Teen Spirit gets kitty-cornered 



KIDS 

SUMMER 

&£AMP 


Experienced, 
Carefully Chosen, 
Adult Staff 
Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 
3, 4 or 5 days a 

Early drop-off 
(8am) and late 
pick up (6pm) 
available 
Ages 5 to 1 1 
years 


ParIl SlopE • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 


PARK SLOPE • BAY RIDGE • WINDSOR TERRACE • KENSINGTON 


rUeFQKrSIS’re 



• Variety of programs for campers age 3V2 to 15 

• Safe, fun, stimulating environment 

• Very flexible registration; accommodating 9 
week season 

• Free morning transportation from most Bay Ridge 
and Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


718-788-PSCD (7732) 
www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


I N THE SMARTMOM 
Book of Records, that ac- 
counting of everything she’s 
done wrong and right in her life 
as a parent, Memorial Day 
weekend 2007 will be hereby re- 
membered as a breakthrough. 
She said “no” to Teen Spirit. 
Yeah, yeah, she says “no” to 
Teen Spirit many times a day 
— No, you can ’t skip school to- 
day. No, you can’t go to the 
Knitting Factory tonight be- 
cause you have Earth Science 
homework. No, you can’t play 
your guitar at 2 am — but there 
are times when Smartmom has 



Child Care 


Maxine Home Based 
Childcare Service 

Located in the Brownsville 
section of Brooklyn. Licensed 
NYS Childcare Provider 


718-485-9850 



Summer at 

JtU008 

Day School, Inc. 

Come Join In The Fun! 



Water Play - Sprinklers - Large Outdoor Yard 
Spacious Classrooms - Music & Movement 
Gym Facilities • Art Projects 


A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old 
2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 


718-230-5255 


JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 

Ages: 5-9 July 2nd - Aug. 17th 

At Congregation B'nai Avraham 

117 Remsen St., between Clinton & Henry Sts. 

Brooklyn Heights 

tS® Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 

SWIMMING, SOCCER £ TENNIS 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

Dates: 3 Two-Week Sessions. Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $500 per session. 

Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 • michoelgoldin@yahoo.com 
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PARK SLOPE 

LITERACY 


Where Kids Learn to Read, Spell, 
Comprehend and Communicate 
Tutoring: Pre-K to Adult 


258 Sixth Avenue, Corner of Garfield 
www.parkslopeliteracy.com (718) 768-3526 


trouble saying it. 
And that’s not 
good for Teen 
Spirit or Smart- 


fondly remem- 
bered the time 

that TS fell in 
love with a white rabbit at a pet 
shop when they were going 
only to look — to look, I tell 
you! — at guinea pigs. 

Teen Spirit got this soulful 
and sensitive look in his eyes. 
And that rabbit looked so cute. 
So next thing she knew, Smart- 
mom was popping out the cred- 
it card and nervously paying for 
the dwarf rabbit that TS had al- 
ready named Opal. 

Smartmom is well aware that 
the ability to say “no” is a major 
tenet of good parenting. She 
knows that it is key to the sanity 
of the child — and the parent. 

It’s not like she wants to 
spoil her children or anything. 
It’s just that, well. Teen Spirit is 
so dam cute when he gets that 
hang-dog look on his face. 

She spent close to $100 once 
they were done selecting a 
cage, rabbit bedding, food, toys 
and vitamins. 

But there was no going back. 
Almost immediately, everyone 
fell in love with Opal. When 
she died a year ago, the family 
felt like it had lost a beloved 
member. 

The one-year “anniversary” 
didn’t pass unnoticed. 

front of John Jay. There’s an 
adorable kitten I want,” he told 
her by phone last Saturday 
while Smartmom was napping. 

A S IF UNDER A SPELL, 
she floated out of the 
apartment to meet Teen 
Spirit to talk him out of the kit- 
ty. Smartmom lambasted her- 
self all the way up Third Street. 
She knew she should have just 
said “no” and hung up the 
phone. She swore to herself that 
she would not succumb to the 
site of Teen Spirit with the kitty. 

The Oh So Feisty One, a 
confirmed dog lover, came 
along for support. 

Under the scaffolding at John 
Jay High School, Teen Spirit 
was staring lovingly into the 
eyes of the 5-week-old kitten. 
The woman from the Brooklyn 
Animal Foster Network handed 
Smartmom a contract. 

“Mom, do you need a pen?” 
Teen Spirit asked helpfully. 

Before she could say, “This is 
terrible idea,” OSFO wanted the 
kitten, too — and Smartmom 
was signing on the dotted line. 

Teen Spirit walked home 
with the kitty attached to his 
shirt. Smartmom went to Met 
Food. She found cat food in an 
area of the store she’d never no- 
ticed before. 

That’s because Smartmom 
doesn't know from pets. Grow- 
ing up, she wasn’t allowed to 
have a pet larger than a turtle. Oh, 
how she longed for a big, hairy 
sheep dog or even a tiny shih tzu 
like neighbors had upstairs. 

B ack home, teen 

Spirit and OSFO were 
taking turns cuddling 
the kitten, while they tried to 
come up with a suitable name. 

“I’ve always liked the name 
‘Supermercado,’ which means 
"supermarket’ in Spanish,” Teen 
Spirit told Smartmom. 

OSFO was thinking more 
along the lines of Lula or Lulee. 

Smartmom had to admit that 
the kitty really was quite fetch- 
ing with her fluffy black fur and 
white paws that make her look 
like she’s wearing socks. 

Parenting is sometimes an at- 
tempt to correct the wrongs of 
one’s childhood. But it’s easy to 
go overboard. 

She went into the kitchen to 
open a can of cat food — some 
kind of chicken souffle, which 
smelled disgusting. Supermer- 
cado-Lulee lapped it up quick- 
ly, like she was starving or 
something. Maybe she was. 
Someone had found her, poor 
thing, in a pile of garbage on 
Fourth Avenue. 

When it came time to go to a 
friend’s BBQ, Teen Spirit de- 
cided to stay behind with Supe- 
mercado-Lulee. Good, Smart- 
mom thought, he’s showing 
some responsibility. 

A boy needs to bond with his 
kitten. And Supermercado- 
Lulee clearly needs a tremen- 
dous amount of TLC. 

During dinner on a friend’s 
deck, Hepcat got a call from 
Teen Spirit asking to go out to 
see a movie with friends. 

Grrr, Smartmom thought, 
that’s so irresponsible. 

“I’m leaving food and water 
in the box. I think she’s going 
to sleep,” he told Hepcat. 

Smartmom and Hepcat were 
miffed. Teen Spirit’s bonding 
with Supermercado-Lulee had 
lasted until the first social 
phone call. Then he was off. 
Was he really mature enough to 
care for a kitty? 

When they got home, Super- 
mercado-Lulee was in her box 


SMART 
mom 

By Louise Crawford 




crying. She’d tipped over her 
water bowl, and her food (mack- 
erel and something gross) was all 
over the bottom of the box. 

OSFO found a large plastic 
box and covered the bottom 
with soft towels, and Supermer- 
cado-Lulee finally looked cozy. 

Later, Teen Spirit called to say 
that he was sleeping over at a 
friend’s house. That irked OSFO. 

“He gets a kitten and the first 
night he doesn’t even want to 
stay home with her.” OSFO 
screamed. “I think we should 
get rid of her.” 

OSFO could see the writing 
on the wall. “I’m going to be 
the one to take care of her and I 
really want a dog,” she cried. 

Smartmom was furious. Who 
raised that kid? Who taught him 
right from wrong? She knew 
she had only herself to blame. 
Smartmom slept fitfully that 
night. She kept waking up to 
check on the kitten and worry 
that they’d made a big mistake. 

The next morning, she woke 
up early and called Teen Spirit. 
He sounded groggy. 

“I’ve decided to take the kit- 
ty back,” she said. 

“You can’t,” he said. 

“Why?” she asked. 


F INAI 
Sad.: 


“Because I love the kitten,” 

“But you’re not here,” she 
said, telling him to come home 
for a family meeting. There 
would be a vote, and the family 
would decide what to do. 

When Teen Spirit came home, 
the family sat around the dining 
room table and discussed Super- 
meracado-Lulee in a very demo- 
cratic way. They even voted. It 
was 3- 1 : get rid of the kitty. 

“Remember ‘Twelve Angry 
Men?”’ Hepcat said. “We can’t 
decide until everyone agrees.” 
NALLY, TEEN SPIRIT 
le around. Disgruntled. 

. Sad. It seemed that he un- 
derstood that he wasn’t ready to 
take on a kitty. 

With relief and a feeling of 
victory, Smartmom and the 
family returned the kitten to the 
people from Brooklyn Animal 
Foster Network who were 
again sitting underneath the 
scaffolding at John Jay. Within 
an hour, someone else adopted 
Supermercado-Lulee. 

And Smartmom was proud. 
She’d said “no” to Teen Spirit. 
What a victory. Even with those 
adorable, “I love this kitty” 
eyes, she’d turned him down. 

It was a small step for Smart- 
mom. And one giant leap for 
Teen Spirit. 

Now that’s one for the record 
books. 

Louise Crawford also pro- 
duces the Web site Only the 
Blog Knows Brooklyn. 


FAMILY CALENDAR 



Billy Bones lets the secret out about CIRCUSundays 
aboard the Waterfront Museum & Showboat Barge. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 7 

1-4 pm: Art show and work- 
shops. Rotunda Gallery (33 



Sixth A ve. # at fourth Street in 
Park Slope), $7 children, $8 
adults. Call (718) 965-3391 for 


Lefferts Historic Homestead 


6:30 pm: Learn to draw. 
Brooklyn Museum (200 Eastern 
Pkwy., at Washington Avenue in 

www.BrooklynMuseum.com 
SUNDAY, JUNE 3 

10:45 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show. See Saturday, June 2 
11 am: Musical brunch with Mr. 
Richard. Willy Bee's Family 
i /ono iui~+ l: +in Ave., 


Brooklyn Historical Society (128 
Pierrepont St., at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), free. Call 


SATURDAY, JUNE 9 

11 am: Improvfor kids. Gallery 
Players (199 14th St., between 


Rock, a children's musician, per- 
forms at Mamalu (232 N. 12th 
St., between Driggs and Union 
avenues in Williamsburg), $10. 
Call (718) 486-6312 or visit 
www.unclerock.com for info. 
Noon ar 


in Williamsburg), 




son. Call (718) 599-3499. 

Book/* lee skui^ay, U j n u 9 ne 2. 

Waterfront Museum and 
Showboat Barge (foot of 
Conover Street, below Reed 
Street, in Red Hook), adults, 
$15; kids, $8. Call (877) 238- 


1 1:30 pm: Gallery 
ooklyn Museum (200 
eastern Pkwy at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights), 
adults, $8; kids and seniors, $4. 
Call (718) 638-5000 for info. 

1 pm and 3 pm: Kids film festi- 
val. Brooklyn Children's Museum 
(145 Brooklyn Ave., at St Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights). Call 
(718) 735-4400 for ticket info. 

Prospect Park Parade Ground 

Coney Island Avenues), free. 
Call (718) 854-4901 for infor. 
7:30 pm: Dance performance. 
Dancewave (BAM Attic Theater, 
30 Lafayette Ave., between 
Ashland Place and St Felix 
Street), adults, $22; kids, $1 2. 
Call (718) 522-4696 for info. 


— Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay & Harry Cheadle 


Enjoy the View! 

^STOKKE XPLORY 

^ l Urban Stroller ^ & 




TRIPP TRAPP® 

BY STOKKE™ 

The chair that grows with the child™ 


Save $10 all store merchandise with this ad 

(minimum $50 purchase) 


ola baby 'EJT 

315 Court Street, Brooklyn bet. Sackett and Degraw 


r 


rsTfrmr^fl 

- 

■*! 

7 


summer day cam^f* 

■vW Hiahhp- OvldMr Phi -n 
P'ark i-lcfc Irrukl-p! 

Different activities daily 
JjL Experienced staff 
*]■& weekly 4 monthly sessions 
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FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 



Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


Pre-natal Care 


^PRE-NATAL YOGA* 

Movement For All 

"...a restorative, fun experience to 
share with family & friends" 
Prvt & Grp Sessions - 9 Yrs & up 

Contact Gloria 

718-788-6130 satsiri@juno.com 


Summer Camp 


Gill Sports for Kids 

June Day Camp Program 

June 18-29 

Door-to-Door Transportation 
For further information, go to 
www.gilsports.com 


Photography 



KAREN LANDMANN 
CHILDREN’S MOBILE 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


Capture Your 
Child’s True Smile 

917-488-8383 


PASS THE REGENTS 


6 hr prep class - Expert Teachers 
Class size is limited! 
REGISTER NOW 
For course schedules & location 
Please visit us on the WEB! 


NETWORK4LEARNING.COM 




unique puppet show 
balloons and face painting 
perfect for kids 2-8 
for over twenty five years 

“cheerful nuttiness!” - N.Y. Times 

718 686-6801 

www.starmiteskidspuppetparties.com 
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"RjSrHOME IMPROVEMENT 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 



A © Everything for your bath and kitchi 

t\ OC IV Offeringintereatfreefinancing 

Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


borders, glass, metal, Talavera tiles 
>oapstone, Slate, Limestone, Onyx, St 


336 9th Street °P en 7 da y s a week 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY Mon thru Fri; 10:0 0am - 6:30pm 
(7 1 8) 369-687 3 Sat: 1 0am - 5pm • Sun 1 1 am - 5 pm 



BDBTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


1-888-BOBTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 

100% money back guarantee. 

Mention this ad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
www.ChnstJon.coin 



ANY HOUSE 

"■ / r* _ ^ EXTERMINATING INC. 


• Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs * Bed Bugs 

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach 

(718) 443-9134 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


We uion't moke you choose between service and quality 

m 


.mnepainting.com 



Residential & Commercial Interior and Exterior Painting 
All aspects of the Interior and Exterior Painting 
Specialty and Decorative Painting 

Wall Repair, Plaster Restoration, Water Damage Repair & 
Wall Paper Removal 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate A31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Alternative Energy 



Asbestos 



Carpet Cleaning 



Floor Maintenance 



Handyman 



Painting 


Bring the 
POWER 
of Wind 
to your 
HOME 

NYWind.com 



Appliance Repair 


• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

Renovations/Enlargments/Residential 
Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

A 

JUST 

/J" 'ARCHITECTURE 


r (718)855-1237 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


* Leinster '• 
Contracting 


Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 

LIC#1 069538 B W31 


Bath, Kitchen & Til 


John 

Costelloe 


ONE DAY A32 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! Or 
let us put a brand new tub and 
wall over your old. 

Premier Baths, Inc. 

(866) 399-TUBS 

(8827) 


Carpentry Plus 


100 


Over 1 00 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


Plumbing 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante No surprises, we charge by 


has true 24 hr Service 


the job not hour 

Warranties, Guarantees KcOSre 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditions 
We have the best in the business / 7-1 o\ cop fid 1 1 
1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed \ ! 1 ~ > > 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers 


QaiU 


Risers) 

718-893-4006 



JC TREE SERVICE Jf 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs 

I FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work licensed « insured | 

• Free Load 
Of Wood SE „ 

Chips espanol | 


• Tree Removal 
i • Stump 

,T Grinding 

• Pruning 


718 896 2158 



mi mu 

j" "lr “1 


■ hi r 

EETIHIIEE 


71fl-CUT-TRiE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


Carpet Cleaning 

50X Cleaner & 20X Drier 

• Wall-to-Wall Carpet 

• Upholstery • Area Rugs 

• Tile & Grout Cleaning 

• Hardwood Floor 

• Cleaning & Refinishing 

For a free demo visit 

preferredcarpetcleaning.com 

LICENSED • INSURED 

718-343-1424 AM 


Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


Complete Cleaning 
love Out/Move in Clean-up 


OiHurpIttj's iMaitisll 


Amsterdam Cleaning Service 
100% Guaranteed 


Experienced! Professional! Reliable! 

» I 718-703^1407 T S 


DECKS 

byBart ^ 


Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experienci 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ksbybar 


Demolition 


We Carry Special/Demolition Insurance 
Cleanouts Boiler Removal Backyards Etc 

FREE ESTIMATES!! dfh 

www.NMDemoUtion.com TfcW 

(718) 351-6273 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 

No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 

A3 1-02 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercial 

A$ fines. Adequate wiring fixtures 
lighting. 24hr Emergency Service. 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


Exterminator 

FEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LIT 


T TERMITE 

J I 

Residential & m 
Commercial 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

LICENSED & INSURED 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 
Ornamental Steel, 

NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles to Choose From 


Sanding, installation & repairs 
Bleaching piclding & staining!! 

RELIABLE & INSURED 


MASTER FLOORING 

I NSTALLATION SANDING FINISHIN G 
All Kinds of LAMINATION 

Hardwood Floors $1 .50/SQ.FT. 

$2.50/SQ.FT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

f 8 718 720-2555 

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation •Repairs 
•Scraping »Sanding 

24 Hr Svc Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917)881-1728 

# Kells fr 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Sanding & Refinishing 

• Custom Colors & Designs 
Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 


Exotic Shrubs, Free Estimates 



. It’s Spring! 

k ^ ^ Wake up your garden 


718-753-9741 


The Artist Garden 

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing 
in bluestone 


www.theartistgarden.c 
1-646-644-7156 
zanzibarblue@ * . 
hotmail.com 


■coniu- 

m 



ve Old Things A 

© 

al Gold Leaf A 


.eaf Architectural, 
Furniture and Restoration Gilding 

David Faden 718.399.3231 


SAM THE GLAZIER 

• Fire Damage Repair ■ Windows 

• Furniture Tops • Mirror 

• Plexi Glass • Plate 

•Skylights -Sash 

at Wilson and Myrtle Area 

(718) 452-4451 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 


^ 1 

SURE THING 
HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntry 
Masonry • Plastering 
Restoration 
Paper Han| 


Cerai 


c Tile W 


PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 
rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


IRON WORKS 
Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 

I hid you know that A ll Security J 




'■C' A 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


mm 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 


fiaLWe __ 
ire paddec 
ce.Wknds. 


I Estimates Avail. Commercial 

led Free. Courteous, reli- 
L packing supplies. 


(718) 843-4417 




TOP HAT MOVERS “ 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

mily owned and operated for 


Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


Jf 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



r na 

Q Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


John Haviaras 


Complete Apt. & Home Renov. 

Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


35 - - 

y v 


Sunshine Painting Co. 

25 Years 

Customized Service 
Interior ■ Exterior 

718.748.6990 

sunshinepaintingny.com 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• HI Plumbing SM 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 

License #0831318 

20th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Specializing in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

fiLL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Shingles • Rubber Roof ^ 

• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 
Oven 25 Sxfienie*tce 

718 209 1584 

lie# 1242457 
Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


Rubbish Removal 


O GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 


(866) MR-RUBBISH 


Rubbish Removal Inc. 

>VW (7 ^8)^87 1-0997° 

Residential • Commercial 
Clean-Outs of All Kii 


Telephone Svc. 


TELEPHONE JACKS 

INSTALLATION/REPAIR 
Business & Residential 

$75 Per Jack 

Verizon Charges $201 /Jack 

917-482-5135 

718-528-7615 


grinding. Bucket truck. 
Lic./lnsur. Comm/resid. 
Free estimates. 

Call Carlos 888-727-3235 


r“i 

FIND MORE 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 15 
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Upholstery II Windows 


. 

i r 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

Shop open to public Sat. only 9-4 
4218 Thinl Are. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 

e!959 




CONTRACTORS 


Avanti > 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

Jobs are Owner Supervised V^* 9 
We have been -windows 

doing a great job ’ 

for over ten years _ 

.a,„ g 71 8-375-8292 -I 

Lie# 1157104 & Bonded 


S & M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work 
Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates • Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 

Lie# 1120526 8. Insured A37 

Wright Contracting Inc. 

We do things Wright 

We Specialize in All types of remodeling 
Electrical • Plumbing • Demolition 
Painting • Flooring • Wall Tiling 
Replacement Windows 

r^ 6 no 51 917416-5997 


Free Estimates • Fully Ins 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS- REMODELING 


esidential Remodeling 
Specialists 

nplete Home Interior 
^modeling 


mplete Hon 
id kitchen re 




f American Eagle 
^Construction Corp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Roofing Jobs 'Stucco • Sheetrock 
• Tile Floor Work 'Cement Work 


Drywall • Painting • Skim coat 
Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Finished Basements 

9 1 V-VD 1 -3398 

BMU CONSTRUCTION 

Sheetrocking, Framing 
Carpentry, Taping, Master 
Ceramic Tile Plastering, 
Rocking, Stucco Siding. 

516-603-3142 

Fully Insured WM28 


^NAYCI 

^ Contraction LLC 


Lie. in 


Y, NJ & CT 


Remodeling & Renovation 
Baths, Kitchens, Extensions 
Condos, Brownstones, Homes 

718-472-0099 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Wood Floors 'Tiling 
Lie #114276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 


A.K. AZAD 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

Interior & Exterior 

Brownstone Restoration Specialist 

Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


S & M Construction 

Waterproofinq & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 

Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates - Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 

Uc#1 120526 & Insured A37 




kl 



718 • 624 - 5300 

Restoration • Baths • Kitchens 

www.excelbuilds.com 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 




MELODY 


Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 
Brownstone Specialist 
Brick • Extension 

(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Chris Mullins 
General Contracting 


Scott s Contracting 

All Phases of Const. & Reno. 
FREE ESTIMATES *. 
Over Ten Years of Exp. 


Weinstein Miller 

Fine Interior Work 
Kitchens & Baths 

(718)288-8962 a25 

Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured • Lic#1252474 A3l u 

To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


APARTMENTS 


Red Hook Exclusive - Rentals 

Newly Const. 3 Fam. 2/3 BR, Fully 
Equip. Kit; Yard Avail. Start @ $2.5K 
Frank P. Manzione RE 718.834.1440 


^ JpartwnS'R 


i Rooms Direct from Owners! 


No Brokers Fees! Browse & List Free! 
ooklyn and NY An 
or 2 Bd. Rms. $£ 

/isit www.Sublet.com 
• call 1-877-367-7368 


Dumbo 20 Jay Street 

2 Bright Office Units 
2,500 sqft or 3,300 sqft 
Lease separately or together 
High Ceilings; Available immedio 
Harry Greeley; Cushman & Wakefi 

(212)841-5958 M 




Store Front/Office For Rent 
w/Basement - 2500 Sq. Ft. 

FlatbushAve. Btwn. Empire Blvd. 

& Lincoln Rd. 

Long Term Lease Available $2000 Pr. Mo. 
For More Information Contact 

Gabriel at (917) 941-3533^ 
Artist/Writer Studio Space 


Email: studiomilo@yahoo 


Kensington / Luxury Co-Oop 

370 Ocean Pkwy "Park Towers" 
Luxury 2 BR, 2 bth, 1200 sqft, 
Lrg LR, Terrace, 24hr drmn, 
prkg. mt. $855 incl. taxes & gas. 
10 mins Manhtn. Ask$389k 
Call Daniel 
917-803-4949 ML22 

Sell Your Home 

Fast.... 


Brooklyn Paper Classifieds 


MORTGAGES 


|P BANCO POPULAR 

83-22 Baxter Avenue 
Elmhurst, NY 11373 
Tel: (718) 803-3080 
Fax: (718) 803-3571 

Maria Guillen 

Residential Mortgages 

We lend in all 50 States 

Email: mguillen@bpop.com 


tii 



Florida Agents 


If you work from home, you can work at the Beach 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 

Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 

email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com ^ 


CONDOS 


Kensington 

Attention Investors & Builders 
Knockdown 80 x 100 lot R5 
East 2nd St. between. 
Ditmas & Ave. F. Near all. 
Best offer over $2 Million 
Call (718) 753-1979 


Staten Island Home 

Castleton Corners 
2 Family Brick Attached 
4/4 $450,000 
Call Owner for More Info. 

718-979-3139 A22 

For Sale 

Townhouse Coop. 3 floors. 

2 B/Rs. 1-1/2 Baths. Private 
Garage. Price — Mid 300s. 
CAVIAR REAL ESTATE 

(718) 855-4874 


New Jersey 


East Brunswick, NJ 

Colonial Oaks, Master Suite & 

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Family 
Room w/Fireplace, 2 Car Garage. 
Close to NYC, Transportation, 
Shopping & Church. 

Great Schools. $675K 

Call (732) 921-9357 


Long Island 


Massapequa Updated Multi Family 

7BR, LR, DR, EIK, 2 Car Gar, Deck, 
AG Pool. Must See $699K 
Michelle Muldoon LSA 516.244.1981 


Upstate NY 


The Great Escape 

Your soul-satisfying week- 
end home, 2+ hours from 
Brooklyn. Were your source 
in still-affordable 
Columbia County, NY. 
Review photos & possibilities: 
BeachandBartolo. com 
Beach &Bartolo, Realtors 
(518) 392-2700 



1PM TO 5PM OR BY APPOINTMENT 

s: Doorman, 24 Hour-concierge service, shuttle service, steps are 

| baths, washer/dryer in every unit, balcony in every unit, common garde 
-r, top of the line appliances, Kohler fixtures & so much more! 

e information, please call (718) 237-4360 

t us at www.bridgeviewtower.com 


LAND AVAILABLE 


Rewind, Relax, Retreat... 



HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb 

even a New Yorker can love If 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ A 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 


i 


REAL ESTATE AGENTS 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 




Jeighborl 


•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens «Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill 'Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 
(718)858-6100 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted || Help Wanted 


Kitchen Helper 

Wanted in Besonhurst 

Cleaning & Prep, Fulltime. 
Delivery Driver Needed Too. 

(718) 621-1260 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 24th day of May, 2007, bearing Index Number 
N500473/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume 
the name of Thomas Anthony De Fede. My present name is Thomas 
Fede A/K/A Thomas Anthony De Fede. My present address is 2083 60th 
Street, Brooklyn, New York. My place of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My date of 
birth is October 28, 1939. 

BEN22 

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 24th day of May, 2007, bearing Index Number 
N500472/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 , in room 007, grants me the right to assume 
the name of Manuel Jimenez. My present name is Manuel Jimenez 
Marmolejo. My present address is 950 East 14th Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 1 1 230. My place of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My date of birth is January 
15th, 2002. 

MID22 

Notice of Formation of 365NOW, LLC, Intographics, Inc. 
and Tajuana Grant filed with Secy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 1/4/07. Office loc.: NY County, SSNY des- 
ignated as Agent of LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 365 NOW, 
LLC, 250 Hudson Street, 7th Floor, NY, NY 10013. 
Purpose: any and all lawful activity. 

BP21-26 

For Restaurant Wine License. 

Has been applied for by the undersigned to sell Beer & Wine. 

Under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at Gem & Joe Indians Eat & 
Drink Cafe LLC. 

1 054 Rogers Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 226 for on premises consumption. 


Essentia Program 
Coordinator 

Prospect Park ALF, an upscale 
Assisted Living Facility, located in 
Brooklyn, is currently seeking an 
Essentia Program Coordinator to 
join their team. Candidate must 
have strong interpersonal skills, be 
highly organized and have experi- 
ence working with geriatric popula- 
tions. Experience with Dementia 


Competitive salaries and benefits 
packages available. Please forward 
resumes to: 

Jim McWilliam 
One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

jmcwilliam@generationsms.com 

Fax: 718-622-8449 

EOE C W22 


Exp. Dental Assistants 
and Receptionists 

tital Dent is accepting resumes 

Brooklyn Hts. Good Salary, 

- Great Team and Perks. 


jdias@vit 


Send. 

212-668-5252 




Income Opptys 


SELL OVER 4 MILLION SONGS 

OWN A RETAL ONLINE MUSIC STORE 
Local artists 

upload your own music and earn 70% 

Call (718) 482-3390 

www.Burnlounge.com/AkuasGarden 


LEGAL NOTICES 


RUNNER ("SUNSET RUNNER"), 


bounty, Florida on February 20, 20 


ie SUNSET RUNNER in th 


tion of liability shall file 
eluded an Answer, all , 
Rules of Civil Procedur 


i 4 th day of June, 2007, at 5:00 p.m. or be de 

s required by Rule F of the Supplemental Rul 
for Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims, oi 


SERVICES 


© 


TheBusinessStore. com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized i^~ JHt Center a 


Facing Divorce? ER3t 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

roperty distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(71 8) 522-61 1 8 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


CLIPandSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Building/Stairs £T\ \ # 

• Truck Accidents . 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Accountants II Dental Service 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 


718-788-3913 , 



Attorneys || Travel Agent 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE 
OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 



| VOICE • DATA • FIBER | 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

| INSTALLATIONS | 

212 619-3132 

I CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM I 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


NEED A VACATION? 

destination, hotel and am 
We have cheaj) prices 


Deals on FLORIDA, JAMAICA, 
MEXICO, VEGAS and much more 

NADRICHTRAVELS 

347-632-2426 


Ditmas Park West Lawn Sale 
Sunday, June 10, 11am -4pm 

Coney Island Ave. to 
Marlbough Rd. 

Cortelyou Rd. to NewKirk Ave. 

Raindate June 17th 


ML Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

IP LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 

Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 


ID LIMITATION OF 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 24th day of May, 2007, bearing Index Number 
N500478/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume 
the name of Johnny Segal. My present name is Hanan Segal. My present 
address is 202 Avenue F, Brooklyn, New York 11218. My place of birth is 
Brooklyn, New York. My date of birth is September 2, 1985. 

KEN22 

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 23rd day of May, 2007, bearing Index Number N500470/2007, 
a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the Clerk, located at 
CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Toribia 
Espinal Santos. My present name is Toribia Espinal De Quezada. My pres- 
ent address is 4424 Sixth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 220. My place of 
birth is Bonao, Dominican Republic. My date of birth is July 18,1942. 

SP22 

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 24th day of May, 2007, bearing Index Number N500474/2007, 
a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the Clerk, located at 
CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Monica 
Chowdhury. My present name is Zeenat Ara. My present address is 7502 
18th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11214. My place of birth is Chandpur, 
Bangladesh. My date of birth is January 10 1956. 

BEN22 

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 24th day of May, 2007, bearing Index Number N50047 1 /2007, 
a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the Clerk, located at 
CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Anthony 
Danilenko. My present name is Vasiliy Sergeeivich Danilenko, A/K/A Vasiliy 
Danilenko. My present address is 2800 Coyle Street, Brooklyn, New York 
1 1 235. My place of birth is Naberezhnie Chelni, Russia. My date of birth is 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Yards mess continues 


I T SEEMS LIKE EVERY WEEK there’s a new 
example of how we’re all paying the price for 
Atlantic Yards while developer Bruce Ratner 
laughs his way to the bank. 

State officials in Albany — Ratner's partners in 
this taxpayer-underwritten boondoggle — have con- 
sistendy told residents that the $4-billion mega-proj- 
ect won’t have much of a negative impact on 
Brooklyn. 

Easy for them to say: they’re not the ones who 
have to live with Atlantic Yards. And they’re cer- 
tainly not in charge of fixing all the problems that 
the 16-tower arena and residential project will 

That job is increasingly being parceled out to any 
number of city agencies or outside companies that 
already had enough on their plate before the state 
greenlighted this ill-conceived monstrosity. 

Weeks after Atlantic Yards was approved, for ex- 
ample, the city Department of Transportation, real- 
izing that the state’s rosy traffic scenarios were a mi- 
rage, proposed a bold plan to convert two avenues 


in Park Slope into one-way throughfares. 

We can still hear the screaming. 

Now Con Edison, the energy giant, comes for- 
ward to say it needs a 17-percent rate hike — in part 
because of the massive energy demands of Atlantic 
Yards. 

Massive demands? But state officials said only 
last year that “increases in demand [due to Atlantic 
Yards] would be insignificant,” according to the pro- 
ject’s final environmental impact statement. 

Obviously, Atlantic Yards will require improve- 
ments to the energy infrastructure — just as it will 
require new schools, police and fire coverage, and 
many other public services. But during the project’s 
review process, state officials attempted to camou- 
flage the real costs by hiding them in parenthetical 
clauses or glancing asides. 

Take the current controversy over energy costs. 
Not only does the impact statement outlandishly 
claim that the eight-million-square-foot Atlantic 
Yards project would cause an “insignificant” im- 
pact, but it tries to shift the burden onto someone 


“[Infrastructure] improvements are also proposed 
by Consolidated Edison and KeySpan with respect 
to the local electric and gas distribution grids that 
would improve service to the project site,” the im- 
pact statement said. 

Proposed by Consolidated Edison? Talk about 
burying the lead! Who do you think will pay for 
those needed “improvements”? 

You will — as Con Ed told state regulators last 
week, when the company asked for that 17-percent 
rate hike. 

The same thing will happen when the city real- 
izes it needs a new school, sewage treatment plant, 
police precinct and traffic enforcement officers be- 
cause of the supposedly “insignificant” Atlantic 
Yards. 

It’s always refreshing to hear the costly truth 
about Atlantic Yards, but it would have been nicer 
to hear it from our supposed protectors in state gov- 
ernment before they approved the project. 

Indeed, if more people in power had told the 
truth about the development from the start, perhaps 
we wouldn’t be in this mess. 



LETTERS 


Hey Marty Markowitz! Our readers say ‘Yer Out’! 


To the editor. 

Aren’t we lucky that we have term limits 
for elected officials? That way, their over- 
stuffed egos have only eight years to bully 
their constituents and screw them royally 
(“Yer Out,” May 26). 

The only exception is Councilwoman 
Letitia James. Term limits should not apply 
to her. Bob Ohlerking, Park Slope 

To the editor. 

New blood is indeed needed to keep our 
democracy fresh and responsive to new 
ideas. Unfortunately, the fresh blood we re- 
ally need is on the City Council and in the 
Borough President’s office. 

Currently these positions are held by the 
same old political hacks that desperately 
hang onto perks and power without repre- 
senting the will of the majority of their con- 
stituents. 

It is truly time for a change! 

Natalie Burrows, Cobble Hill 

From underground 

To the editor, 

Real managers lead by example: Mayor 
Bloomberg supports a cleaner environment 
and, lo and behold, often joins millions of 
his fellow New Yorkers on the subway. 
Why can’t City Comptroller Bill Thomp- 
son, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and 
Council Speaker Chris Quinn do the same? 

Too many public officials enjoy having 
staff members drive them around town at 


taxpayers’ expense. All have the perks of free 
City Hall parking. 

The Brooklyn Paper should conduct of 
survey of all Councilmembers and their 
staffs. See how many contribute to gridlock 
by driving to work versus those who use 
public transportation. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, New York 

Gersh’s bagel hole 

To the editor, 

Gersh Kuntzman’s opinion piece (“Battle 
over arena. . .bagels!” The Brooklyn Angle, 
May 19) casts the opposition to Bruce Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards project as bullies intim- 
idating small-business owners. 

Yes, people are frustrated about Atlantic 
Yards’ lack of openness, $2 billion in public 
subsidies, racii divisions encouraged by 
Ratner, and the dozens of other reasons the 
project is a looming disaster. And, yes. 


some opponents spoke with Arena Bagel’s 
Ravi Aggarwal. But there was never talk of 
an organized boycott by any of the groups 
fighting Brace Ratner. 

Equally strange, Kuntzman condemns 
Aggarwal’s decision to rename his shop as 
“caving in.” 

We see it the way Aggarwal does — “I 
can’t do anything that goes against the 
neighborhood because I’m a neighborhood 
guy. These are my customers and I can’t go 
against them.” 

We applaud Ravi Aggarwal for taking the 
time to listen to his customers and neighbors. 
It’s more than Brace Ratner has ever done. 

Kuntzman also drew an unfortunately con- 
nection between residents’ discussions with 
Aggarwal and our ongoing “Think Before 
You Drink” campaign against Steve Hindy’s 
Brooklyn Brewery. Our intent is to inform 
beer drinkers that buying Brooklyn Lager aids 
and abets Ratner’s skyscrapers and the de- 


struction of Freddy’s Bar- a neighborhood in- 
stitution whose early support of Brooklyn 
Lager has been repaid with Brooklyn Brew- 
ery’s support for a project that will lead to the 
bar’s destruction. 

The boycott didn’t “fizzle like week-old 
beer,” as Kuntzman said. Ask Hindy — 
he’s still being asked about it by the media. 
Countless beer drinkers have switched 
brands. 

It’s all a fair response to Hindy’s support 
of the Atlantic Yards and the Green- 
point/Williamsburg rezoning — both harm- 
ing their respective neighborhoods, sending 
rents and living costs through the roof. 

Why is it unjust to target Hindy, who 
uses his business to promote ruinous public 
policy, but OK for Hindy to target Brooklyn 
with those policies? 

The Brooklyn Paper has taken many prin- 
cipled stands over the last three years regard- 
ing the Atlantic Yards, from insistendy chal- 
lenging the fiscal gaps to reporting on 
Barclays’ slavery/apartheid/Nazi connections. 

But Kuntzman’s regrettable attack on 
Yards opponents leaves us stunned. 

Scott Turner, Prospect Heights 
The writer is the producer of the 
Fans For Fair Play Web site. 

Overrated Arabs 

To the editor, 

I feel compelled to write after reading 
Josh Cohen's letter about Arab contribu- 
tions to civilization m last week’s issue 


(“Without Arab contributions, we’d be in 
the Dark Ages,” May 26). 

Arabic Islamic contributions are far less 
than our politically correct information and 
educational oudets preach. 

Most technological and cultural contri- 
butions that are attributed to the rise of Is- 
lam were lifted from the declining Byzan- 
tine Empire that they conquered. 
Additionally, Islamic law gives “non-be- 
lievers” three choices: convert, pay high 
“Infidel” taxes or die. 

The “Infidel” tax transferred huge 
amounts of wealth from non-Muslim to 
Muslim communities annually. Funding 
for their development was extorted from 
Christians, Jews and a host of subsequently 
defunct, but highly tolerant, polytheist 
faiths. 

For almost 800 years, the Muslim world 
has contributed virtually little but po- 
lygamy, bigotry and violence. Go to 
Alexandria, Egypt, and visit the minority 
(and heavily persecuted) Coptic Christian 
section, which is a bastion of culture and 
gentility. 

And Mr. Cohen was also wrong in his 
aside about the navigators of Christopher 
Columbus’s ships; historians say that they 
were most probably of Jewish background 
(who most likely converted to Christiani- 
ty) , not Arab Muslims . 

I might also add that the allegedly civi- 
lized “Moors,” who invaded Spain were 
predominantly Berbers, not Arabs. 

Michael G. Leventhal, Park Slope 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 



Arena Bagels before and after its conversion. 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Yards mess continues 


I T SEEMS LIKE EVERY WEEK there’s a new 
example of how we’re all paying the price for 
Atlantic Yards while developer Bruce Ratner 
laughs his way to the bank. 

State officials in Albany — Ratner's partners in 
this taxpayer-underwritten boondoggle — have con- 
sistendy told residents that the $4-billion mega-proj- 
ect won’t have much of a negative impact on 
Brooklyn. 

Easy for them to say: they’re not the ones who 
have to live with Atlantic Yards. And they’re cer- 
tainly not in charge of fixing all the problems that 
the 16-tower arena and residential project will 

That job is increasingly being parceled out to any 
number of city agencies or outside companies that 
already had enough on their plate before the state 
greenlighted this ill-conceived monstrosity. 

Weeks after Atlantic Yards was approved, for ex- 
ample, the city Department of Transportation, real- 
izing that the state’s rosy traffic scenarios were a mi- 
rage, proposed a bold plan to convert two avenues 


in Park Slope into one-way throughfares. 

We can still hear the screaming. 

Now Con Edison, the energy giant, comes for- 
ward to say it needs a 17-percent rate hike — in part 
because of the massive energy demands of Atlantic 
Yards. 

Massive demands? But state officials said only 
last year that “increases in demand [due to Atlantic 
Yards] would be insignificant,” according to the pro- 
ject’s final environmental impact statement. 

Obviously, Atlantic Yards will require improve- 
ments to the energy infrastructure — just as it will 
require new schools, police and fire coverage, and 
many other public services. But during the project’s 
review process, state officials attempted to camou- 
flage the real costs by hiding them in parenthetical 
clauses or glancing asides. 

Take the current controversy over energy costs. 
Not only does the impact statement outlandishly 
claim that the eight-million-square-foot Atlantic 
Yards project would cause an “insignificant” im- 
pact, but it tries to shift the burden onto someone 


“[Infrastructure] improvements are also proposed 
by Consolidated Edison and KeySpan with respect 
to the local electric and gas distribution grids that 
would improve service to the project site,” the im- 
pact statement said. 

Proposed by Consolidated Edison? Talk about 
burying the lead! Who do you think will pay for 
those needed “improvements”? 

You will — as Con Ed told state regulators last 
week, when the company asked for that 17-percent 

The same thing will happen when the city real- 
izes it needs a new school, sewage treatment plant, 
police precinct and traffic enforcement officers be- 
cause of the supposedly “insignificant” Atlantic 
Yards. 

It’s always refreshing to hear the costly truth 
about Atlantic Yards, but it would have been nicer 
to hear it from our supposed protectors in state gov- 
ernment before they approved the project. 

Indeed, if more people in power had told the 
truth about the development from the start, perhaps 
we wouldn’t be in this mess. 



LETTERS 


Hey Marty Markowitz! Our readers say ‘Yer Out’! 


To the editor. 

Aren’t we lucky that we have term limits 
for elected officials? That way, their over- 
stuffed egos have only eight years to bully 
their constituents and screw them royally 
(“Yer Out,” May 26). 

The only exception is Councilwoman 
Letitia James. Term limits should not apply 
to her. Bob Ohlerking, Park Slope 

To the editor. 

New blood is indeed needed to keep our 
democracy fresh and responsive to new 
ideas. Unfortunately, the fresh blood we re- 
ally need is on the City Council and in the 
Borough President’s office. 

Currently these positions are held by the 
same old political hacks that desperately 
hang onto perks and power without repre- 
senting the will of the majority of their con- 
stituents. 

It is truly time for a change! 

Natalie Burrows, Cobble Hill 

From underground 

To the editor, 

Real managers lead by example: Mayor 
Bloomberg supports a cleaner environment 
and, lo and behold, often joins millions of 
his fellow New Yorkers on the subway. 
Why can’t City Comptroller Bill Thomp- 
son, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and 
Council Speaker Chris Quinn do the same? 

Too many public officials enjoy having 
staff members drive them around town at 


taxpayers’ expense. All have the perks of free 
City Hall parking. 

The Brooklyn Paper should conduct of 
survey of all Councilmembers and their 
staffs. See how many contribute to gridlock 
by driving to work versus those who use 
public transportation. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, New York 

Gersh’s bagel hole 

To the editor, 

Gersh Kuntzman’s opinion piece (“Battle 
over arena. . .bagels!” The Brooklyn Angle, 
May 19) casts the opposition to Bruce Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards project as bullies intim- 
idating small-business owners. 

Yes, people are frustrated about Atlantic 
Yards’ lack of openness, $2 billion in public 
subsidies, racii divisions encouraged by 
Ratner, and the dozens of other reasons the 
project is a looming disaster. And, yes. 


some opponents spoke with Arena Bagel’s 
Ravi Aggarwal. But there was never talk of 
an organized boycott by any of the groups 
fighting Brace Ratner. 

Equally strange, Kuntzman condemns 
Aggarwal’s decision to rename his shop as 
“caving in.” 

We see it the way Aggarwal does — “I 
can’t do anything that goes against the 
neighborhood because I’m a neighborhood 
guy. These are my customers and I can’t go 
against them.” 

We applaud Ravi Aggarwal for taking the 
time to listen to his customers and neighbors. 
It’s more than Brace Ratner has ever done. 

Kuntzman also drew an unfortunately con- 
nection between residents’ discussions with 
Aggarwal and our ongoing “Think Before 
You Drink” campaign against Steve Hindy’s 
Brooklyn Brewery. Our intent is to inform 
beer drinkers that buying Brooklyn Lager aids 
and abets Ratner’s skyscrapers and the de- 


struction of Freddy’s Bar- a neighborhood in- 
stitution whose early support of Brooklyn 
Lager has been repaid with Brooklyn Brew- 
ery’s support for a project that will lead to the 
bar’s destruction. 

The boycott didn’t “fizzle like week-old 
beer,” as Kuntzman said. Ask Hindy — 
he’s still being asked about it by the media. 
Countless beer drinkers have switched 
brands. 

It’s all a fair response to Hindy’s support 
of the Atlantic Yards and the Green- 
point/Williamsburg rezoning — both harm- 
ing their respective neighborhoods, sending 
rents and living costs through the roof. 

Why is it unjust to target Hindy, who 
uses his business to promote ruinous public 
policy, but OK for Hindy to target Brooklyn 
with those policies? 

The Brooklyn Paper has taken many prin- 
cipled stands over the last three years regard- 
ing the Atlantic Yards, from insistently chal- 
lenging the fiscal gaps to reporting on 
Barclays’ slavery/apartheid/Nazi connections. 

But Kuntzman’s regrettable attack on 
Yards opponents leaves us stunned. 

Scott Turner, Prospect Heights 
The writer is the producer of the 
Fans For Fair Play Web site. 

Overrated Arabs 

To the editor, 

I feel compelled to write after reading 
Josh Cohen's letter about Arab contribu- 
tions to civilization m last week’s issue 


(“Without Arab contributions, we’d be in 
the Dark Ages,” May 26). 

Arabic Islamic contributions are far less 
than our politically correct information and 
educational oudets preach. 

Most technological and cultural contri- 
butions that are attributed to the rise of Is- 
lam were lifted from the declining Byzan- 
tine Empire that they conquered. 
Additionally, Islamic law gives “non-be- 
lievers” three choices: convert, pay high 
“Infidel” taxes or die. 

The “Infidel” tax transferred huge 
amounts of wealth from non-Muslim to 
Muslim communities annually. Funding 
for their development was extorted from 
Christians, Jews and a host of subsequently 
defunct, but highly tolerant, polytheist 
faiths. 

For almost 800 years, the Muslim world 
has contributed virtually little but po- 
lygamy, bigotry and violence. Go to 
Alexandria, Egypt, and visit the minority 
(and heavily persecuted) Coptic Christian 
section, which is a bastion of culture and 
gentility. 

And Mr. Cohen was also wrong in his 
aside about the navigators of Christopher 
Columbus’s ships; historians say that they 
were most probably of Jewish background 
(who most likely converted to Christiani- 
ty), not Arab Muslims . 

I might also add that the allegedly civi- 
lized “Moors,” who invaded Spain were 
predominantly Berbers, not Arabs. 

Michael G. Leventhal, Park Slope 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 
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There’s a new player in town. 

Celebrate our Grand Opening in Bay Ridge. 

Open a Really Free Checking Account with 
Direct Deposit and we’ll add $50 to your account.* ** 

Special Grand Opening 

5 Month CD 
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We Mean Business! 
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Free Business Check Value Pack with 
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Come in and enter our Grand Opening Sweepstakes! 
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into your account. Offer subject to change without notice. 


Member FDIC 










18 AWP 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


June 2, 2007 



The MERCI Retriever. 

In the hands of a Maimonides doctor 
it can save a stroke victim’s life. 


Stroke is the third leading cause of death in the 
United States. In Brooklyn alone, an estimated 6,500 
people will suffer a stroke this year. 

For years, doctors had very few options for treat- 
ing strokes. That is no longer the case. Today, the 
Maimonides Stroke Center treats stroke patients from 
the emergency room to dis- 
charge and is equipped with 
the very latest technologies. 
The most remarkable of these 



being the MERCI Retriever, a device that can actually 
remove a blood clot from the brain. 

This minimally invasive surgical procedure can be 
performed up to eight hours after a stroke has occurred 
and can greatly reduce stroke damage. 

Needless to say, a procedure this delicate is only as 
effective as the hands that guide it. And no hands are 
more skilled in administering the MERCI Retriever than 
those of Dr. Jeffrey Farkas, Director of Interventional 
Neuroradiology. His experience and expertise with the 


MERCI Retriever puts him in a select group among physi- 
cians in the nation. 

Because of Maimonides’ total commitment to 
stroke care, HealthGrades®, the nation’s largest indepen- 
dent rating system, has ranked Maimonides in the top 
5% in the nation and one of the top two stroke facilities 
in all of New York State. 

The MERCI Retriever. Just one more reason why Mai- 
monides is the best hospital in Brooklyn to go to in the 
event of a stroke. Dr. Jeffrey Farkas is certainly another. 


Maimonides 

Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Rated in the top 5% in the nation for 
stroke treatment by HealthGrades® for 2006-07. 


In a stroke emergency, call 911. For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org. 


